
Minutes 
 
Bronte Precinct Meeting Monday 15.05.23  
 
Commenced 7.01pm (via Zoom) 
 
Attendees 
 

Alma Douglas - Chair Grant Beard 

Alex Ellis Michael Doonan 

David Lesmond Rodney Tobionsky 

Cr Ludovico Fabiano  

Cr Tony Kay  

 
1. Alma welcomes everyone, Apologies – Robert Philips from Mirimar Ave. 

 
2. 7.02pm Minutes Accepted from last meeting. Tamarama kiosk response, there is no 

actual response to the motion. Update is that the Tamarama Surf Club builder has 
gone into administration and building works are therefore further delayed and/or 
stopped. Council is aware and is assisting in discussions on how subcontractors can 
continue. The consultation is therefore yet to have started as of a few weeks ago 
given this development.  
 

3. AGM 
 
Cr Kay chaired the meeting for the election of the Precinct Committee members. 
 
Officers officially stand down. Elections then take place with the following results 
 

• Convener: Alma 
Moved:  Alex 
Seconded: Grant 
 

• Secretary: Alex 
Moved: Grant 
Seconded: Alma 
 

• Traffic:  Grant 
Moved: Alma 
Seconded: Alex 
 

• Community Safety: Grant 
Moved:  Alma 
Seconded:  Michael 
 
 

4. Item for Discussion – Flood Study 



 

• David Lesmond (Resident) attended from Bronte Beach Precinct to give an update 
and background on the 2021 Flood Study that is currently progressing. Categories 
are no flood rating, low, medium and high. What needs to be determined is the 
impact this study and the adoption of its findings will have on property prices, 
insurance premiums, and future development controls. This requires Council to do a 
peer review, which has been undertaken. 

• There is a lack of understanding in the community which needs to be further 
addressed and explained. 

• Questions have been put to council and the Mayor has advised that Sharon Cassidy 
will be responding with explanations. 

• It is obvious the current historic Storm Water systems can’t cope and this is the 
major contributing factor rather than storm events. Increased built land is 
diminishing the ability of water to escape during storm events any other way than 
the stormwater system. 

• Council is also aware of the fact the storm water systems can’t cope, it is the 
community’s opinion that Council, and Sydney Water should be addressing the short 
comings and not passing the burden onto the residents who have no power to 
improve outdated local storm water assets. 

• Where does the liability lie? No answer to that question yet. 

• Low risk impact might be minor. Major implications to DAs and insurance premiums 
is the concern. 

• Methodology testing is in motion we believe. 

• Report coming to Council in mid-June, which will disclose what Council was 
presented with. Some precinct information events planned. 

• Cr Kay pushed hard for the review, otherwise the study would have just been 
adopted through the coming DEP. They have line contour maps which are more 
detailed than the proposed maps being used. 

• It’s an algorithm-based model. Problems being identified as with many algorithms. 
 

 
Garbage Collection 
 

• Should it happen later? It is currently very early, Belgrave street and back lane very 
noisy and very early.  

• School traffic and depot drop off the main factors leading to the early start. 
 

Parking of Business Trucks 
 

• Current increase in the issue of business trucks taking up the residential car spaces. 
Mainly to do with construction sites, builders, construction trucks, furniture vans. 

• Grant looked further into it and investigated the current law. The Road Rules state : 
‘The driver of a heavy vehicle, or long vehicle, must not stop on a length of road in a 
built-up area for longer than 1 hour, unless the driver is permitted to stop on the 
length of road for longer than 1 hour by information on or with a traffic control 
device, or under subrule (2A), (2A–1) or (2A–2)’ A heavy vehicle is one with GVM 



greater than 4.5 tonnes; a long vehicle is one over 7.5 metres. Trucks that are not 
‘heavy vehicles’ can park legally in built-up areas for longer than one hour. 

 
General Business 
 

• Resident Michael Doonan drew the meeting’s attention to a crane issue at 13 
Thompson St Tamarama. There is a privacy issue, the cabin of the large crane looks 
directly into the bedrooms of 3 houses. No one is happy about this, and wonders 
whether this should have been evaluated at the DA process stage? Privacy is often 
compromised but this is a fairly odd invasive situation. 

 

• Bus Shelters. Resident Michael Doonan also reads a letter to The Beast (local 
publication) where a correspondent conveyed dismay at the bus shelters including 
North Bondi. (See appendix for article copy). 

 

• It seems the flyers are not being delivered in parts of the precinct area again. 
Motion: 
Bronte Precinct asks council whether the contractors employed to deliver the 
notification flyers delivered to Murray St, Hewlett St and Read St given they were 
not received at those locations. 
Moved: Alex 
Seconded: Alma 
Carried. 
 

 
 

 
Meeting closes 8.46pm 
 
Appendix 
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