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Minutes Bondi Beach Precinct meeting – Monday, 3rd June 2024 

Monday, 3rd June 2024, 7:00pm – 8:30pm, Yalagang Room, Bondi Pavilion 

MEETING OPENED: 7:20pm 

Chair: Margaret Merton 

1. WELCOME AND APOLOGIES 

Acknowledgement of Country 

We acknowledge this land as the traditional lands of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander People 

of Australia, respect their spiritual relationship to Country and pay respect to their Elders past and 

present.  

We acknowledge that we meet on the land of the Gadigal people of the Eora Nation and the 

important role all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people continue to play within Australia and 

our community. 

Apologies 

Brad Cole 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Returning Officer: Paul Paech 

Nominations: 

Margaret Merton for Convenor 

Alice Liew for Secretary 

 

The following committee members were elected:  

 

Convenor: Margaret Merton  

Proposed: Margaret Merton 

Seconded: Paul Paech 

 

Secretary: Alice Liew 

Proposed: Alice Liew 

Seconded: ? 

 

DA rep: Vacant 

Heritage Officer: Vacant 

Alcohol rep: There will no longer be an alcohol rep as Lenore has resigned and this was a special 

position.  

Traffic Rep: Vacant 

End of Annual General Meeting 
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2. AUDIO RECORD MEETING - Alice moved that the meeting be Audio Recorded for the 

purposed of producing the Minutes.  

There were no objections.  

 

3. Thanks to Lenore Kulakauskas 

MOTION 1: 

THAT Bondi Beach Precinct expresses its deep-felt gratitude to Lenore Kulakauskas for 

her tireless work on the executive of Bondi Beach precinct and in support of the Bondi 

Beach community and urges her to maintain her involvement in this place which has 

benefited from her energy and dedication.  

 

4. MINUTES OF MEETING 5 FEBRUARY 2024 

Accepted: Richard Davis 

Seconded: Helen C  

 

5. MINUTES OF MEETING 11 MARCH 2024 

Accepted: Paul Paech 

Seconded: Richard Davis 

 

6. MINUTES OF 8 APRIL 2024 

Accepted: Paul Paech 

Seconded: Helen C  

 

7. FLICKERFEST 

Report by Lenore Kulakauskas 

Waverley  Council seems to be continuing its vendetta against Flickerfest by its use of words in 

its unprecedented “Have Your Say” on a commercia arrangement! 

In actual fact, Council don’t give Flickerfest any money but rather reduced rates on commercial 

venue hire, plus they build the outdoor, cinema because they removed the amphitheatre, which 

was a pre-requisite for Flickerfest from its International sponsors. 

Over and above, Flickerfest supplied audited accounts which confirmed that all funds are spent 

on the festival and there are no profits, so while they are deemed “a registered private 

company” they are certainly not in it for the money, and without Council’s support would not be 

able to continue this very well-entrenched Bondi event.  

Paul Paech Summary of Recent Issues relating to Flickerfest - Due to Flickerfest becoming a 

registered company (which it possibly hadn’t been previously), this meant that council had to 

follow certain standards relating to commercial enterprises (avoiding favouritism etc) including 

requesting audited accounts.  In January 2024, Flickerfest required a grant to be able to go 

ahead. Flickerfest got caught up in council’s necessary requirements for dealing with companies.  

Margaret Merton - Funding procedures for registered companies are different to those relating 

to not-for-profits which is why it needed to submit a proposal. There is a proposal before council 

to grant financial assistance and a “Have Your Say” on the proposal. Feedback closes 5th June 

2024. 

The proposal provides a grant to the value of up to $193,004.  
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The process will be as follows: The council has proposed a grant for financial assistance, this has 

been placed on Have Your Say for community feedback, subsequent to analysing community 

feedback, a report will be produced which will provide a recommendation. Then council vote on 

adopting the proposal.  

https://haveyoursay.waverley.nsw.gov.au/flickerfest-2025-proposal-grant-financial-assistance 

See Appendix – Flickerfest Proposed financial assistance 

MOTION 2:  

THAT Bondi Beach Precinct urges council to maintain its support for Flickerfest, ongoing, in the 

Pavilion, noting that this international short film festival grew from small beginnings and is a highly 

valued cultural event among the Waverley community and beyond.  

Moved by Helen C ; Seconded by Richard Davis 

8. SKATE PARK TOILETS – ARE THEY IN THE BUDGET? 

Report by Lenore Kulakauskas 

Lenore provided the following Q&A to and from the Director of Assets & Operations regarding the 

Skate Park Toilets. 

LK - Just to be clear, does this mean that it has been decided that the toilets near the skate park will 

no longer be sited there? 

SC - Firstly, I note it is the draft Long term Financial Plan (LTFP) that we are referring to which is on 

exhibition currently so no final decision yet.  If endorsed the project still exists albeit unfunded.  

Should funding be available it can be added back into the LTFP at that time.  

LK - If this is the case, who made that decision? 

SC- Council endorsed the draft LTFP to go on exhibition at the April 2024 Council meeting.  This was 

following a request to consider funding options to include the skate park upgrade as the skate park is 

approaching end of life. 

LK- If this is not the case, what is the position regarding the future of these toilets? 

SC -Refer above 

LK - Does this also mean that the temporary toilets at the back of the Pavilion will be staying? 

SC- They will be staying in the short term.  We did informal monitoring of usage of these and the 

pavilion toilets over the summer but we intend to explore doing a more thorough assessment this 

coming summer to better establish the actual need. 

 

General Discussion  

 

There is a toilet shortage in Bondi. There are not more than 30 toilets provided for residents and 

visitors.  

The toilets under Queen Elizabeth Drive had been budgeted for and plans had been drawn up 

Margaret Merton - confirmed that there is a 4-year funding cycle and the skate park upgrade is not 

mentioned in the current 4 year funding cycle. The Long-Term Financial Plan (LTFP) is a 10 year 

financial plan.  

Alice - The toilets should be given priority regardless of the skate park upgrade and funding made 

available. The funding was allocated as a part of the Pavilion upgrade. The toilets should be 

independent of the skate park upgrade. Residents are concerned that toilets will not be expedited, 

and we could be waiting for 10 years for toilets. 
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MOTION 3: 

THAT Bondi Beach Precinct urges council as a matter of priority to re-consider the loss of budget 

allocation for the skate park toilets by amending the Long-Term Financial Plan so that these can be 

built at the same time as the rebuilding of the skate park itself.  

Moved by: Adrian; Seconded by Rod 

MOTION 4: 

THAT Bondi Beach Precinct asks council to examine the provision of public toilets at world famous 

Bondi Beach advising that there is often serious shortage of facilities and that the so-called 

temporary facilities at the rear of the surf club be retained & possibly new and extra facilities be 

included in the surf club.  

Moved by Marilyn; Seconded by Rod 

9. CONCRETE BOLLARDS (BLOCKS)  DISCUSSION  

When visitors arrive at world famous Bondi Beach they are greeted with ugly concrete blocks, these 

run all the way along Campbell Parade. There are more than 100 and they are scattered in a 

disorganized manner. Can the blocks be painted by artists? Make it into a public art project.  

QUESTION FOR COUNCIL: Due to Bondi being a major tourist destination does council seek Federal 

Funding for the beautification of Bondi Beach which is one of the biggest tourist attractions in 

Sydney aside from the Harbour Bridge and is a huge revenue earner for NSW? 

Most councils do apply for funding from State and Federal governments when they are available. 

We ask council to ask council to investigate every opportunity to apply for funding from State and 

Federal governments for the beautification of Bondi as a visitor economy.  

Housing reforms, state and federal have been offering up to 200 million to local councils that meet 

or exceed the housing quotas. This funding is for improving the streets.  

 

MOTION 5: 

Bondi Beach Precinct asks council for an update on the following:  

(i) The concrete bollards as per the council February 2024 Response Report and approvals 

for the Safety By Design in Public Places - Bondi Beach and Park - Final Design 

(ii) Are the bollards still required? BBP notes that neither Bronte nor Manly have bollards. 

(iii) Has the safety by design project received funding? 

Moved by Helen C ; seconded by Adrian 

10. RECYCLING FACILITY AT THE BEACH 

The Council February Response report was reviewed in relation to this issue. It was reported that the 

noise impacts of the recycling facility affect residents living across the road. It was generally agreed 

to drop pursuing the re-installation of the facility for this reason.  
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11. BBP REQUESTED INVESTIGATION BY COUNCIL TO DEVELOP NEW GEOTECHNICAL 

CONTROLS TO STOP THE REALITY OF DAMAGE TO BUILDINGS RESULTING FROM 

EXCAVATION 

Council responded that it is not considering any further amendments to the Waverley DCP with 

respect to potential risks associated with excavation.  

Council also advised that “it cannot act on any matter on a building site (including illegal or 

unauthorised works) when a Private Certifying Authority (PCA) has been appointed to that site. 

Council would only become involved where a developer or property owner failed to comply with a 

Written Direction Notice issued by the PCA and notified to council.”  

General Discussion 

The degradation of council authority and control over planning decisions has been taking place over 

many years as privatisation of the building industry and the handing over of building approval to 

private certifier. The council has effectively been locked out of building and development. State 

government introduced private certification process, taking the power away from councils.  

Waverley Council has responded to the Minns Government housing reforms which can be viewed on 

the website.  

ACTIONS:  

• Individuals write to local members  

MOTION 6: 

THAT Bondi Beach Precinct asks whether councillors, given the damage to private property being 

caused by construction in Bondi Beach, are willing to start lobbying for an end to the system of 

private certification and a return to elected councillors of the ability to determine individual 

Development Applications. 

Moved by Adrian; seconded by Marilyn 

12. NEW/OTHER BUSINESS  

 

• Hayden Keenan – Film Festival See https://www.bondiwood.au/ 

MOTION 7: 

THAT Bondi Beach Precinct urges council to ensure that the inaugural Bondi Wood Film Festival, 

featuring films from Bondi Beach creative community continues its association with the Pavilion so 

that it grows into another major cultural event at Bondi Beach 

• Steak Knives at  Hurricanes Grill and Bar - Helen C  

Helen raised the issue of very sharp steak knives with long blades being pre-set on all the outdoor 

tables  at Hurricanes Grill and Bar and that this posed an unnecessary threat to the public. Helen 

encourages individuals to complain to police.   

• Traffic Issue – Intersection Curlewis, Sullivan Road and Old South Head Road – Helen C  
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There was a death of a young woman at this intersection several years ago.  This intersection 

remains dangerous. Helen contacted Kelly Sloane who said to contact Transport NSW. Helen 

recommends right turning arrows should be installed at the intersection.  

QUESTION FOR COUNCIL: Is there anything being planned for this intersection to improve safety? 

• Paving on the corner outside Bangkok Bites – Helen C   

The corner is filthy and disgusting, the paving is uneven and damaged, filthy and disgusting.  

Adrian informed the meeting that the buildings adjacent to the area is slated for development. 

Council is hesitant to undertake paving improvements when the building works are planned. The 

developers will be responsible for repairing the paving after the works are completed.  

• Tree Stump  

A stump was situated on the pavement in the centre of the access to the crossing. The tree had died 

as a result of being knocked by a car. The stump has remained for a long time.  

• Mermaids 

It was generally agreed that Bondi Beach does not support any of the 3 designs on public display on 

Have Your Say.  

MOTION 8: 

THAT Bondi Beach Precinct expresses dismay about how the Bondi mermaid sculpture process has 

progressed and urges that council reassess its current status with a view to reviving the original form 

of the mermaids, cast in bronze and positioned on the Ben Buckler headland.  

Moved by Marilyn, Seconded by Helen McKenzie 

CLC: Next meeting (after the meet the candidate meeting) Invite Ben Thompson and Alana Novak 

MEETING CLOSED: 9:00pm 

 

 

 




