Dover Heights Precinct Minutes

Monday 13th February 2006 at Kesser Torah College
Blake St, Dover Heights – 7:30pm

Apologies: Cr Betts, Michael Schnabl, Nicole Stevens Waverley Council
Attendance: Mayor - Moira Main, Cr Kay, and as per attendance sheet 
John Lewis: Meeting Chairman 
Meeting commenced at 7:39pm.
Acceptance of Previous Minutes 14th November 2005
Moved Valerie Saffer Seconded Robert Harvey
 

Arising from Minutes not in agenda
Childcare Centre 7 Lancaster Rd DA not yet come before council.
XX: Centre approved at South Head Synagogue for 40 children
John Lewis: Council approved a childcare center in cul de sac at end of Clyde St.
Tony Kay: Wanted 29 children – council officers recommended 22 children with age qualifications.
Will be in a modified – non residential building – final approval for 17 children – traffic reasons
JL: can a council decision for set “for all time”
TK: No always can go to L & E court or council.
JL: Lancaster Rd impossible traffic.
TK: Clyde st in wide area at end.
JL: talked about how previous owners had spent money stabilising the cliff.

JL: Portland St Boat Parking “seems to have cleared up”
Ron Nothman – some returned

Greens’ Policies
TK: 2 car 4 or more bedroom house or 1 for less – across municipality
Jeff Hurwitz: new application knocked back - 2 garages – for 5 bedrooms.- by council officers
TK: wrong 
JL: No sense in large streets of Dover Heights. – better to keep cars off street.

Dover Heights “illegal” “bed and breakfast” 2 Loombah Rd. Council refused consent to change of use from residential to b & b.
Hylton Cohn: Council are doing nothing about the ongoing b & b usage.
Council was asked to approve extra bathrooms etc.
HC: Was garage set up as kitchen? 
What are council doing about this and other. Matters?
House on market – danger that entire front – units will become B & B.
TK: garage was empty for inspection.
RN: any way of putting caveat on property
TK: council not approving anything
JL: Eminently saleable – issues may go away.
RN: is council loath to apply legal measures,
HC: Council officers seem to do nothing
HC 12 months employed an outside person Mark Featherstone to pursue the matter but nothing has happened. Has seen a man “get away with it” for years
JL: Delays must cost.

Agenda
Hugh Bamford:
JL: Has water board done anything
RN: Nothing has happened. 
Michael Lewis: Sydney Water earnest, in will to do restoration.

Traffic and Parking Issues 
Hardy St etc
TK: Traffic items have been in the plan from early times.
Mary Simpson: buses have been trialing different routes.
TK: has had no proper response from Sydney Buses about bus routes – really important issue.
RN: Centre island at Murriverie Rd has stopped cars from turning left while the majority are turning right. Space is no longer 2 car widths.

Strickland St
HC: currently 2 way – last year of school – but with current building works on a house site – chaotic – can it be made one way.

Overdevelopment and DO 
JL: – seem currently to be less DO applications

New Years Eve Report
JL: read letter from residents, Ingsters to Mayor and CCD – basically first year they had peace. The “yobbos” stayed away.
RH; Caffyn Pk was OK
MS: Caffyn Pk: backpackers came

JL: Dudley Page event was organised, completely under Council control.
Anna Rosenwax – Drunken kids outside enclosure.
Tracey Isacowitz – Military Rd: Brilliantly organised event. Families with picnic baskets – over by 1:00am, cleaned up by 2:00am – but needed more buses at end – a small group of kids – but no trouble

RN: - Portland St: tried to allow police to be able to apply law – paid for by promoter – totally – not residents. Advertised in papers, banner at park, letter boxed, discussed on radio that it was a family event with admission charges. Residents were extremely happy. Buses were supposed to “express” from 11:30pm – will find out more at next meeting – post mortem.
Police were very happy.

HC: In Portland St on night – area was a lot quieter – people who were upset should be allowed to express opinions. Was promoter happy? 

MAYOR: Concert at Bondi subsidised DH, Tamarama and Bronte beach cleanups – promoter was happy.

RH: Had been concerned about Caffyn – but build up of people did not come – cleaned up but portaloos were not picked up for several days – very hot weather.

Jacky Finkelstein: Thinks more residents will pay next year – and promoter will make more money from event. – worth paying

MS: Why should residents pay
HC: Caffyn park was free

Council communication with residents and precinct.
JL: would have been nice to try out and notify residents about traffic changes before they happen.
JL: Semi – annual cleanup has not been properly notified – different sections have not been notified.
JL did not like limit of 2m3

RN: New policy – instead of 2 formal cleanups, residents will be able to elect their cleanup times. 
Paul Wilmot: Won’t there then be constant rubbish on the road.
TI: People from missed streets, have been loading rubbish onto other waiting heaps.
HC: pickup was early Monday morning
AR: “orange line is misleading” 

ML: Green fortnights not notified – some people were.
RH: Blue for Paper/cardboard – but people have problem with large boxes – or large amounts of paper recycling – Workcover said if not in bin won’t be picked up. Left behind. 
Most people don’t have patience. Council must develop better policies.

Mayor: will take matters up

ML: Paper main issue in Dover Heights

Council’s Recent Image in Media
Mayor: Flag issue: 15th December meeting – flags proposals – no flag poles on pavilion – Therefore meeting voted against. Telegraph interpreted vote as a Ban. Several days before council could put their opinion.

JL: Residents feel that green – social engineering – is disliked by residents. Pool issues, etc – feel punished by council – Parking Metered till very late hours – stupid half hour timings stop access to restaurants. Prescriptions on number of garages based on number of bedrooms. Social engineering . In DH every body between 17 and 85 drives a car.

PW: What is council’s philosophy?
Mayor: Only thing increasing is number of cars. 
JL: Cars exist regardless of garaging.

JL: quoted example of how resident who now cannot drive has no cross –bus route available. 
JL: Brought up trucks, dangerously parked with immunity opposite to Blair St in Military rd.
Using up spaces.

PW: Agrees that Sydney is clogging up – but putting more cars on roads at night endangers cars 

JL: Sep5 at DH will send even more cars onto road.

HC: Warren Zines Reserve – in derelict state – and no one is looking after it. Drug dealing at night and unusable in day. Giant weeds in Loombah Rd.

HC: B and B still functional. 
TK no recommendation yet – suspect 2 additional bathrooms will be linked to another b & b.
HC: can residents have say?
PW: Why can’t council’s rangers have power to lock off premises.
TK: Some developments go through as delegated authority – councillors do not even see them. Gave example and wants to know how it was passed. 

TI: Questioned about Dudley Page reserve – nights when lights are left off, it becomes very 
rowdy

Possibility of Popularly Elected Mayor 
JL: would need a plebiscite and if passed would mean that at next election a separate ballot would be held for mayor – from councillors.
TK: greens had first votes averaging 13.2% - Mayor believes a much higher `25-30%
JL: thinks that this would mean that the mayor would then reflect majority of voters better.
Mayor: Current system does represent majority

Ward Boundary Changes
Hunter would lose some southern areas to Bondi ward. Suggested boundary maps distributed.
Effect is changes to voting patterns .
TK: submissions can be made up to March 16th because of 10% issue.
Proposal has been made by council officers.
JL: precinct boundaries may need redrafting.
Also commented on shape of Lawson 

Blair St Plantations
ML: Needs new plantings – hoped that costs were not stopping replanting.
TK: said had a consultant had reported – but nothing happened yet.

Seven Ways
TK: Plan is for roundabout etc 
Plans out to tender - report March – work to start in April. 

Mayor would like to access grey water – further purified by Memtec for Bondi Golf Course.

Bondi Beach and General Issues put to Mayor
Park – reconstruction ideas requests – ask for “your say”
RN: Asked about scheme to collect storm water at Bondi beach – Mayor: was not feasible – abandoned many year ago.

JL: Watch for new Valuations – if they arrive, we should put it onto agenda.
Mayor: more land tax out of Waverley than collected in rates but no money for tourist costs.
High cost of running beaches
JL toll stopped big buses from running along and damaging beach drive – so moved to Campbell Parade.

TA: why aren’t pavements steam cleaned enough – always look dirty.
JL: Quoted Waikiki Bch streets as clean and tidy while Bondi looks dirty and run down.

Mayor: Continually new designs for Bondi Beach 
Val Saffer – a slum – lacks class.
RN: How Gould lane has always had stinking grease pits etc?


Meeting closed at 10:00pm

Next meeting Monday 15th May 2006
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