Queens Park Precinct Minutes

            24th August 2005
Commencing 7pm, Waverley Library


1. Apologies: Nicole Stevens, Kerryn Sloan, Mayor Peter Moscatt, Mora Main (attended for part), Roma Gillam, Yvette Pietsch.

2. Police Report. (Constable Fiona O’Brien Crime Prevention Officer – Waverley Police)
Several break and enters were committed on August 3rd. A person was arrested but not charged as the witness was not available.
Houses have been entered while people are at home. Residents were reminded to keep front doors locked while at home.

3. Minutes of previous General Meeting.
Accepted 1: Michael Ahrens, 2: Fred Dutton

4. Business arising from previous meeting. 
Letter written following a motion proposed by Gil Morris
Letter arising from Motion 2 regarding the policing of disabled parking spaces.
Reporting of abuse of disabled parking spaces was discussed: The phone number for reporting repeated parking violations was provided: 9369 8250

A letter written to Malcolm Turnbull and the PO as a result of Motion 3 regarding closure of Spring St. Post Office.

5. Centennial Park Report (Provided by Michael Ahrens who heard from the Park Officer)

Consultative Committee is being re-formed later this year.
Mounted police will be patrolling certain sections of the park. (Won’t be there at night) 
The horse track and walking path is being upgraded in 600 metre sections.
Tree planting in Queens Park will continue into next year.
Construction of a bike track along the west of Queens Park has been postponed for a year.

6. Correspondence
The Post Office has been approached regarding the relationship between Westfield and the Post Office. The Post Office refused to the request following the application for information via the Freedom of Information act. Issues of access for the disabled referred to.
.
The upgrade of Oxford St footpath was discussed.

Haley Russell advise they have submitted a DA for a child care facility at 55 York St Queens Park. The facility is for 30 children. The facility is open for inspection by interested parties.

Council was contacted regarding the reference group. 

Extract from combined precinct meeting (copies provided for those interested)


7. Moriah College Traffic

A “Schools Transport Forum” has been conducted today. This was well represented by local police, principals, council representative and representatives from local P & C groups for all schools in Waverley. Short report given.
Precinct representatives will be invited to the next such meeting in November.

8. General Business

Pedestrian access between Queens Park and Randwick North was discussed.

Motion 1: That the Centennial Park and Queens Park Trust fast-track a 
paved walk way along the western perimeter between Queens Park Rd and Darley Rd as there is no safe way for wheel chairs and prams to get between Randwick North and Queens Park (1.John Gilbert 2. Bill Sullivan) Carried 14 for, 2 against) 


The D.A. for the York Road commercial child minding centre was discussed.

Motion 2: 
The QP Precinct objects to the rezoning of 55 York St from 2a to 9b on the basis that Queens Park is residential in character, is densely populated, has heavy traffic and is not suitable for large scale “centre based” commercial child care ventures.

Queens Park Precinct does not otherwise support the application on safety issues on York Road and York Lane and parking issues on York Road.

Parts of the property are listed on the State Heritage Register and the front walls and windows would be modified. Moved 1. John Gilbert, 2. Gill Morris, Carried. 

9. Council Business

Michael Ahrens presented a summary of the Planning Workshop that was provided by the council for Precinct Committee members several weeks previously. Copies of the flow chart that described the DA process were provided. 

The new Tree Management Policy was discussed.

The need for better York Road pedestrian crossings was discussed again. The Consultative Committee will apparently take this issue up further.

Motion 3: The Queens Park Precinct supports better pedestrian access to Moriah College and urges that pedestrian crossings be established for better access to Queens Park and Centennial Park. 1. Gil Morris. 2. Peter Cohen Carried.

Ian Close provided information on the lower Arnold St site issue. The site had originally been gazetted as a public road. The following motion was raised:
Motion 4:“That the Precinct urge the Council to convert the surplus public land that it now owns at the eastern end of lower Arnold into a park. The Precinct feels strongly that:
a) Public open space should be treasured and retained rather than treated as a commercial asset to be sold off for short-term financial gain.
b) As possibly the last undeveloped old sandstone quarry site remaining in the municipality, it has a heritage value that would be lost if it was sold for housing. 
c) The site includes a number of mature trees—including a magnificent Port Jackson fig clinging to the southern cliff face.
d) Properly landscaped, the area would make a wonderful, low-maintenance gully-type park with a small interpretation display explaining the role of Waverley stone in the building of Sydney. After the initial establishment, the ongoing cost to Council would be small.
e) Any sale of the site for housing would increase parking pressures in lower Arnold St and possibly also in Bourke St. Lower Arnold is already affected by overflow parking from nearby Moriah College – a problem will only get worse with the current expansion of the college.”
1. Ian Close 2. Michael Ahrens Motion carried 17 for, 3 against.



Meeting closed at 9:00pm



Confirmed.
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