QUEENS PARK PRECINCT PUBLIC MEETING

4 November 2009

Commencing 7pm Waverley Library Theatrette

Convenor:
Simon Swifte 

Apologies:
Councillors Jackson, Main and Sloan, Mayor Betts, Michael Ahrens

Councillors present:
None – clash with Waverley Literary Awards

Centennial Park Report – presented by Geoff Reinhard from office of Centennial Park Trust

· Major issue for the Trust and surrounding suburbs is the laying of an underground cable by Energy Australia from Surry Hills to upgrade electricity supplies for the Rose Bay. Area.

The cable will pass right through the Park and the fear is that it could harm well-established trees, especially along Grand Drive. Negotiations are continuing. One resident said that the Park should seek compensation. In our precinct, the section of Birrell St from York Rd to Denison St will be affected.

· In Queens Park

-
there has been a major toilet upgrade (near Playground) – mostly upgrade of inside but also restoration of the turrets

-
fields near Baronga Ave will soon be refurbished. They will be fenced off.

-
A resident suggested that the tap near Queens Park Rd (which needs replacing) be changed to a bubbler with water overflowing for use by dogs.

-
Another resident pointed out a bare patch that needs attention on the hill near Queens Park Rd.

Minutes of 12 August Adopted by Ian Close; seconded by Steve de Szoeke

Police Report – Simon Swifte 

· Police no longer attend Precinct meetings but report to Precincts through the new Community Safety Committee meetings – Simon attended the last one  

· Reported that

· crime down in almost all areas except for graffiti

· anti-graffiti plan developed in consultation with Council – includes education and removal of graffiti by offenders although that poses some OH&S issues because of toxic chemicals. Councillor Sloan will present the policy at the next meeting.

· residents can try some precautionary tactics such as lighting walls, growing vines, using special paints etc. 

· Bondi Junction and Bondi Beach are hotspots for crime.

· Eastgate is worse than Westfield for crime e.g. stealing from people, bagsnatching 

· crime is seasonal – much higher in summer.

· police are out and about on bicycles and on foot, with some in plain clothes

· theft of motor vehicles is worse on Friday and Saturday nights – many are recovered elsewhere

· in summer, thefts through open windows increase

· 38% crime is alcohol-related

· known offenders being targeted (successful tactic) and loiterers being moved on

Heritage area letter
All residents received a letter from Council about being in a proposed heritage conservation are and in some cases, having their house listed as a heritage item. These measures are part of the Waverley LEP 1996 Amendment 33. Comments were due by 2 October.

It was explained that this should protect the streetscapes of Queens Park; the trees in some nominated streets; and also mean that development would still be subject to local planning rules rather than generic statewide codes.

Social Atlas Report – Peter Cohen

· Peter demonstrated how the demographics of all Waverley Council areas can be accessed via Waverley Council’s website. (http://www.waverley.nsw.gov.au/area/atlas.asp)The information is based on 2006 Census data and is compared with previous Census data.

· A wide range of statistical data is available including country of birth, education levels, age groupings, occupations, home ownership, income levels, etc etc. The data is presented in graphical and tabular formats as well as by an interactive mapping application. It is a good source of information for students or anybody interested in learning more about the Waverley community.
Bondi Junction Traffic

Virginia Milson has organised a public meeting to discuss the impact of traffic in Bondi Junction as a result of the proposed expansion of the commercial core and density levels. The meeting is scheduled for 23 November at the Church in the Marketplace.

Correspondence

The Premier wrote to the convenor about issues that arose from a previous community meeting he had in the area and a further one on 16 November at 6pm. 
Complaints handling

Simon showed how to access the new system of registering complaints, seeking help with illegal dumping, reporting graffiti etc on Council’s website. As with telephone calls, the item is registered and an action number provided.

Arnold St site

There was no further information on the Pt Jackson fig tree that the new owners had sought to have removed. The Committee lodged an objection as the retention of the tree was a condition of sale. Ian Close is following up on this.

Moriah College update

Roma reported continuing parking violations by students and having to constantly e-mail the school about offenders.

General business

· York Rd resident complained about speeding in York Rd between Birrell St and Queens Park Rd and also speeding and breaking of the 10pm curfew by buses in the evenings when they return to the depot. He said that police are often in the vicinity booking speeding cars but a deterrent would be preferable

·  It was explained that traffic issues were looked at across the precinct, not just in one street and that great care was taken not to transfer traffic problems from one street on to another. Traffic matters raised at a meeting were always placed on the public agenda and this one would be placed on February’s agenda. Residents pointed out that nowadays, speed humps were not necessarily the best option.

· The meeting agreed that the Committee should write to Waverley Bus Depot asking that the buses observe the evening curfew and speed limits in York Rd and all other streets in the precinct. 

There will be an electronic waste collection under Sid Einfeld Drive on Grafton St on Sunday 22 November from 9am to 3pm.

Next meeting: 24 February 2010

