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BONDI BEACH PRECINCT

MINUTES

Meeting Held on 11 October 2010

At Bondi Beach Public School Library
Meeting opened at 7:30 pm, co-chaired by Ben Hyde and Margaret D McNiven. 

Participants are listed on attendance sheets held by Waverley Council.
1.
Welcome and Apologies
Ben Hyde commenced the meeting by acknowledging the traditional owners, the Gadigal People who are the Traditional Custodians of the Land, paid respect to Elders both past and present, and extended that respect to other Indigenous Australians who were present.
Mayor Betts and Councillors Clayton and Main were welcomed. Apologies received from Councillors Wakefield and WyKanak, Co-Convenors Jan Hyde and Paul Paech, Mary Tanner, Nikki Heywood and Robert Henry. 
It was agreed that business would be dealt with as speakers arrived. Minutes follow the agenda order.
2.
Minutes of Previous Meeting:

Motion 1
The Minutes of the previous meeting are accepted as read. 
Proposed: Richard Davis
Seconded: Jurriaan Plesman

Motion carried unanimously
3.
Waverley Together 2

Bronwyn Kelly, Director of Corporate and Technical Services and Tanya Whitmarsh, Acting Executive Officer to the General Manager and Project Officer, Community Engagement for Funding the Future, presented the fiscal and service research including comparisons with other Metropolitan Councils. The key issue is that Waverley Council has a projected income shortfall, while surveys of residents have indicated a desire for more services. 
Proposals for funding include rate rises at the State annual capped rate with a projected 10% reduction of services (as yet not selected); raising additional income, including a special rate variation that will maintain services but leave a shortfall e.g. in infrastructure maintenance; raising variable income on user-pay bases including parking fines and fees; or a combined income rise from all sources. Attendees requested clarifications on Bondi Beach issues and made suggestions: 

3 a) Was Bondi Pavilion fixed as part of the Sydney Olympics agreement for beach volleyball? More work is required, and there is more scope for pressuring for Federal and State funding, as Waverley Council’s share has been dropping.
3 b) Is there a fair tourism contribution as Bondi Beach is used to promote domestic and international tourism? Tour buses pay nothing to Council; Sculpture by the Sea receives funds from Council and ratepayers; and City to Surf is at best cost-neutral. The meeting encouraged Waverley Council to seek tourism funding for sites used by tourists, notably Bondi Pavilion’s toilets that need cleaning and updating.

3 c) Do commercial properties pay more rates than residents? Approximately 1,100 of 27,000 properties in Waverley Council are commercial properties, paying 7 times the land value in Bondi Junction and 5.5 elsewhere. 

3 d) What rent is paid for commercial use of Bondi Beach, footpath seating, and other private use of public property? Council charges discount rent as utilities (power, water) are not available.

3 e) One cost reduction proposed was for all Council printing to be single colour, not full four-colour printing as distributed at the meeting. 

3 f) For increasing income, the meeting agreed with user-pay principles, specifically encouraged Council Rangers to fine the dozens of vehicles parked illegally every night in Bondi, especially over footpaths. BB Precinct has requested repeatedly enforcement on Warners Avenue and Sir Thomas Mitchell Road.
3 g) The meeting asked for comparable figures in presentation to be provided in an update, as some comparison provided are in percentages of expense or income, others on a dollar amount, on per capita expenditure, or per square metre.
3 h) Concern was expressed that a rise in rates would stress on low- and fixed-income residents. 

Residents are encouraged to make comments by email or post before the deadline of 31 October and may attend the information night being held at the Council Chambers commencing at 6:30 pm. BB Precinct thanked Bronwyn Kelly and Tanya Whitmarsh for their presentation and helpful information.
4.
Business arising from Minutes of previous meeting 

Due to the extensive opening presentation and a comprehensive agenda, the report on actions from motions made by Bondi Beach Precinct was not read in full to the meeting but details were provided during discussion on related items. It will be distributed with these minutes.

5.
Development applications and updates, Ben Hyde
5 a) 105 Ramsgate Avenue: 
Ben Hyde and Eva Prochazka updated the Precinct on the proposal to demolish the existing art deco building on Ben Buckler, excavate deeper into the existing sandstone on national listed heritage foreshore and rebuild as luxury apartments, using neighbours’ rights of way to access the site. Council’s Planning and Environmental Services initially gave conditional consent, and then claimed by the developer as ‘consent,’ even though Waverley Council’s DCC subsequently turned down the DA. 
The Land and Environment Court hearing was in the prior week, 05-07 October with objections heard from a representative of residents from each of the eight adjacent buildings (a total of 96 apartments with 276 residents), the Combined Precinct Committee and Cr WyKanak representing the traditional owners’ concerns. Council’s legal and planning experts provided testimony. 
Motion 2
Bondi Beach Precinct continues to support Waverley Council and residents’ opposition to the development application at 105 Ramsgate Avenue on Ben Buckler, Bondi Beach; 

a) And, that if the development proposed for 105 Ramsgate Avenue is granted, it should not be esteemed a precedent for future coastal and heritage developments that reduce residents’ acoustic and general privacy, construction access, interfere with neighbours property or damage Indigenous and settlement heritage in Waverley Council or NSW foreshores.

b) And, supports hiring additional experts as necessary for Waverly Council’s Planning and Environmental Services when reviewing and accessing larger community concerned DAs, complying and monitoring safe construction practices. 
Proposed: Jurriaan Plesman
Seconded: Margaret McNiven
Motion carried unanimously

Motion 3
Bondi Beach Precinct refers the traffic impacts of and the construction plan for the development application at 105 Ramsgate Avenue on Ben Buckler, Bondi Beach to the Waverley Council and the Waverley Traffic Committee, with respect to: 
a) Access for construction and emergency vehicles.
b) Traffic congestion and movements on Ramsgate Avenue

c) Construction staff parking

d) Protecting adjacent properties and trees

e) The quantity reassurances, weight of movements/ vibrations and damage during construction by large construction vehicles  and smaller vehicles 
f) And parking loss for residents and visitors.
Proposed: Jurriaan Plesman
Seconded: Margaret McNiven
Motion carried unanimously

5 b) 105 Wellington Street, currently tennis courts 

Gabi Tobias summarised the opposition to an application to rezone the open space at 105 Wellington Street, currently tennis courts apparently owned by Maccabi Tennis Club. It is significant open space in Bondi and is the last tennis complex within Waverley Council and is a going concern and financially viable to remain as tennis courts. The rezoning is opposed as inappropriate in an already-crowded residential area with severely restricted on-street parking and high traffic congestion in extended AM and PM peak periods. Waverley Council has set goals to maintain open space and increase access to recreation for residents. 

If rezoned, developers will apply to build 30 apartments and a community centre for a non-profit organisation claiming 12,000 members. Attendees recalled broken DA promises to provide space for non-profit organisations in Bondi (Diggers Club redevelopment on Campbell Parade, Hakoah Club redevelopment on Hall Street). Mayor Betts reported that Waverley Council had deferred its decision. 

RescueBondi has been formed to retain Bondi’s character, recreation and open spaces and to oppose rezoning of open space, the first instance being 105 Wellington Street Bondi (www.rescuebondi.com). Discussion focussed on retaining open spaces, such as Ben Buckler and 105 Ramsgate Avenue, neither of which can ever be returned if developed, nor replaced in an area of increasing density. 
Motion 4
Bondi Beach Precinct recommends that Waverly Council ensures and retains open spaces for Eastern suburbs recreational community and a broader community concern for the environmental impacts for now and in the future. The increasing size and number of residential apartments on this large open space can be protected by:

a) Retaining open spaces, especially 105 Ramsgate Avenue and the national listed heritage foreshore, that can never be returned if developed 

b) Seeking spaces for public parks and open spaces, to buy or to receive as protected donations for future generations

Proposed: Ray Johnson
Seconded: Margaret McNiven
Motion carried unanimously

Motion 5
As an urgent matter, Bondi Beach Precinct refers to Waverley Council and where necessary to the Waverley Traffic Committee the immediate need to identify any traffic and policing issues for any rezoning of 105 Wellington St, currently used as tennis courts, recommending that:

a) a study be conducted with the advice of Waverley officers and Waverley Traffic Committee of the likely traffic impact of (1) proposed rezoning of open space at 105 Wellington Street (currently tennis courts) and (2) additional traffic impact of the proposed 30 apartments and a community centre serving 12,000 members at 105 Wellington Street Bondi

b) that officers investigate and recommend conditions that would maintain current traffic movements and street parking in the surrounding residential neighbourhood

c) that Sydney Buses review the impact of vastly increased traffic turning in and out of Wellington Street on bus services
d) And that this is treated with urgency by the Traffic Committee and Waverley Council Officers.
Proposed: Margaret McNiven
Seconded: Ray Johnson
Motion carried unanimously
5 c) 
Toga Hakoah+3 Hall Street
Mayor Betts spoke on Waverly Council seeking legal advice whether it has a case to contest on the State’s approval of Toga’s Hakoah+3 Hall Street development, but that advice remains in confidence. She is in favour of Medina apartments as their guests would be ‘good tourists’ that do not leave mess. She advised that tenants had received notice but may now remain until January 2011. 
Motion 6

In respect of the Hakoah+3 development in Hall Street, given that the developer Toga has been a massive political donor and that Bondi Beach Precinct has identified numerous flaws in the assessment process:

a) Bondi Beach Precinct welcomes and supports Waverley Council investigating a legal challenge to the processes by which the NSW Government approved the over-sized and inappropriate Hakoah+3 project for Hall Street, 

b) Bondi Beach Precinct encourages Waverley Council to investigate whether there is a case for providing documents and other information to the Independent Commission Against Corruption in relation to the assessment process by the NSW Department of Planning for the Hakoah+3 site in Hall Street.
c) The Bondi Beach Precinct Executive is to write to the NSW Government to encourage full and rapid provision of all the information requested by Waverley Council in relation to the Hakoah+3 development in Hall Street, recognising that time is of the essence in determining whether there have been decisions and actions taken by the NSW Department of Planning which were inappropriate. 
Proposed: Lee Ross 
Seconded: Margaret McNiven
 
Motion carried unanimously 

5 d) 
Hurricanes Restaurant & Take Away pollution
Mayor Betts will ensure that Hurricanes implements and submits a DA for a new exhaust system to comply to environmental and health standards for the near by residents, reduce and redirect the emission of smoke and toxic odour (Charcoal Chicken – ten times more toxic then other cooked restaurant food from exhausts) over the residents homes 5 metres away emitting from the Restaurant and takeaway express. In August, Jan Hyde wrote to NSW’s Chief Health Officer in the Department of Health to take immediate action against the odour, smoke, toxic pollution and health issues emanating from Hurricanes as a public health emergency. A boycott of Hurricanes was recommended until toxic pollution ceases.
5 e) 
Bondi Hotel
Motion 7
In the light of widespread community and police concern, and established research, the Bondi Beach Precinct requests that the Waverly Council’s Planning and Environmental Services review the Bondi Hotel application for a basement licensed bar to ensure and maintains compliance with:

a) Licensing restrictions
b) Patron numbers

c) Hours of opening and closing

d) Maximum permissible noise measured in decibels, with no amplified music permitted
e) An effective rubbish removal and street cleaning schedule
f) External and internal security conditions
g) Safety of patrons and general public.

Proposed: Ben Hyde
Seconded: Ray Johnson 
Motion carried unanimously
5 f) 
Nandos, Hall Street

In spite of Council’s, Bondi Beach Precinct’s and residents united opposition, Nandos was granted the right to open on Hall Street, following an initial approval by the Waverley Council’s Planning and Environmental Services, subsequent opposition by Bondi Beach Precinct and final Council denial of permission. Bondi Beach Precinct notes that the charcoal chicken product distributes known carcinogenic fumes and pollution into the surrounding areas, new developments and residents’ homes.
Motion 8
Bondi Beach Precinct opposes Nandos’ application for outdoor seating, due to obstruction of footpath pedestrians, strollers and walking aids, increasing street litter and increased noise in the evening.

Proposed: Lee Ross
Seconded: Ray Johnson 
Motion carried, Abstained: Ben Hyde
5 g) 
82-92 Gould Street through to Gould Lane

The five-story mixed-use development (currently five single-level retail outlets) proposes two retail outlets and 17 one-bed units (plans with no internal layout received, only sections and elevations) with no parking. The oversized and inappropriate location will overshadow the northern windows and balconies located on Gould lane. This site and design development needs to be accessed in detail and comply with the points below. 
Motion 9
Bondi Beach Precinct opposes the development proposal for 82-92 Gould Street through to Gould Lane based on deficiencies and non-compliance including:

a) Demolition and excavation will damage surrounding buildings up to a possible 200 metres

b) Currently no adaptability to 2- or 3- bedrooms or for persons with disabilities.
c) Acoustic problem for residents opposite in Gould Street, Gould Lane and Hall Street

d) No Main access on Gould Lane which will not permit deliveries or disabled parking and there is no footpath

e) No storage provided in either proposed units or in basement

f) Failure to comply with residents’ staircase to apartments, only fire stairs

g) Obliteration of art deco skyline when viewed from Bondi Beach

Proposed: Ben Hyde
Seconded: Lee Ross
Motion carried unanimously

Mr Lee Ross offered to coordinate objections from residents and business on this proposal and to assist the Executive Committee with development issues.

At its April 2010 meeting, Bondi Beach Precinct passed the following motion (#2):
That in the absence of any commitment from Council to protecting properties in the Precinct area from the damaging structural consequences of demolition and excavation for larger new developments, that Bondi Beach Precinct urges Council to explore increasing the requirement for developers to provide dilapidation reports beyond adjacent properties, installing movement and vibration monitors and refer to similar policies already developed by other Councils to manage similar situations (e.g. Pittwater Council). 

Attendees expressed dissatisfaction with Waverley Council’s staff, that in six months the only action is that the motion ‘was referred to Divisional Manager, Development Assessment and to the Divisional Manager, Strategic Planning for noting and consideration.’
5h) 
158-160 Brighton Boulevard

Sonia Gorney summarised the issues arising from a proposal to redevelop two blocks of units, 13 in total, to become six luxury apartments with increased height blocking views from Brighton Boulevard residents. With an imputed cost above $10 million, it has been under JRPP review, with a revised proposal still over permissible height. However, independent valuation indicates the property is worth less than $10 million in which case the DA will return to Waverley Council’s control, that will dissent the too-high roof. 
Motion 10
Bondi Beach Precinct opposes the non-complying development on Ben Buckler at 158-160 Brighton Boulevard and supports Waverley Council’s right to review the revised development application.
Proposed: Ben Hyde 
Seconded: Ray Johnson
Motion carried unanimously

General discussion ensued on excessive quarrying of Hawkesbury sandstone in development applications on Ben Buckler, and any possible incentive for developers to excavate sandstone to sell, as a cross-subsidisation of development costs. Re-use of sandstone removed from the heritage zone is encouraged by Council, and specifically requested by Cr Dominick WyKanak at the Land and Environment Court on 05 October 2010.
Motion 11
Bondi Beach Precinct 
a) Opposes over-development with long-term negative impacts on the heritage-listed Bondi Beach foreshore, notably damage to the built environment, loss of art deco and Indigenous heritage, and risks from predicted rising sea levels, increased sea surges and tsunamis;
b) And requests that Waverley Council establish conditions to require independent archaeologist, heritage advisor and heritage architectural expert to be appointed to any construction management plans in a heritage conservation zone.

Proposed: Jurriaan Plesman
Seconded: Vera Ross
Motion carried unanimously.
6. Community Safety Report, Peter Quartly

As Bondi Beach Precinct’s representative on the Community Safety Advisory Committee through the Combined Precinct Committee, Mr Quartly summarised its objectives, membership (Councillors and staff, Police and Precincts), chaired by Cr Joy Clayton. Current issues include the impact of alcohol consumption on the community; Christmas-New Year events at Bondi Beach and elsewhere in Waverley Council; and safety of footpaths shared with cyclists and skateboarders. 

Ray Johnson asked how the Committee views noise pollution, and about the linkages between planning decisions and alcohol ‘hotspots’. Cr Clayton reply included an explanation of how drinking groups move between hotels and notably into Waverley Parks where fire and property damage occurs. Mayor Betts advised that Waverley Council is exploring ways of applying alcohol-control principles to DA assessments, such as looking to reduce upper hours of operation, say from 12 midnight to 11 pm. Bondi Beach Precinct strongly supports reducing late hours of opening. 

Margaret McNiven summarised data given at the recent Community Safety Precinct Committee Eastern Suburbs Local Area Command (Police) quarterly meeting, at which Bondi Beach is described as a ‘hot spot,’ as is Bondi Junction. Robbery, assault and stealing are reducing. The rising police issues were malicious damage of cars and school buildings including graffiti, and drug detection. 

Attendees were reminded to: keep windows and doors secure; use a locking mechanism on any open windows and doors; report any suspicious behaviour to Police; and register parties on ‘www.mynite.com.au’ to enable the Command to know where parties are occurring and in turn may reduce public order offences. 
Motion 12
In light of research about clusters of alcohol-related violent and antisocial behaviour referenced by the Australian Institute of Criminology, that Waverley Council should:

a) Immediately cease approving Development Applications for licensed premises until the level of alcohol-related violence and anti-social behaviour in the Bondi Beach Basin is reduced to or below the state average. 

b) And make negative submissions when asked to comment on licence applications to the Office of Liquor, Gaming and Racing from premises in the Bondi Beach Basis, until the level of alcohol-related violence and anti-social behaviour in the Bondi Beach Basin is reduced to or below the state average

c) And, consider the potential of each and every commercial development and pavement table application in the Bondi Beach Basin to contribute to the reduction of this known OLGR and Policing ‘hotspot’.

Proposed: Ray Johnson 
Seconded: Jurriaan Plesman 

Motion carried unanimously

Motion 13
In light of research about clusters of alcohol-related violent and antisocial behaviour referenced by the Australian Institute of Criminology, that Waverley Council should:

a) Immediately cease approving the number of alcohol serving or selling outlets

b) Ask the Council’s Planning and Environmental Services to consider potential licensing aspects of each and every development application

c) Make submissions on alcohol-related DAs to the Office of Liquor, Gaming and Racing

d) Develop strategies and implement programs to reduce the level of alcohol-related violence and anti-social behaviour in the Bondi Beach Basin to or below the state average. 

Proposed: Ray Johnson
Seconded: Jurriaan Plesman

Motion carried unanimously

7. Traffic Report, Margaret McNiven 
7 a) Residential Motorcycle Parking

Residential motorcycle parking is an increasing residents’ parking problem as residents choose a motorcycle instead of a car, saving on running expenses, parking spaces and pollution. At present seven motorcycles park in a cluster immediately adjacent to Bondi Beach Primary School, and have been knocked over by cars and been vandalised. Another cluster of motorcycles is parked on Mitchell Street between Blair Street and Warners Avenue.

Motion 14
That Waverly Council explores the feasibility of providing designated motorcycle parking for residents in the vicinity of Beach Road and Gould Street and extends this option to residents owning and parking motorcycles throughout Waverley Council.
Proposed: Margaret McNiven 
Seconded: Ray Johnson
Motion carried unanimously
7 b) Residential Parking Scheme On Wilga Street

Vera and Lee Ross thanked Waverley Council for approving the residential parking scheme on Wilga Street. It has been immediately effective at eliminating long term commercial vehicle parking in this residential area.
7 c) Disabled Parking

The eighty-year-old resident of Knowles Avenue who has multiple disabilities has written to thank Bondi Beach Precinct for its support and advocacy during long delays in obtaining disabled parking outside her home. 

7 d) Pedestrian risks on Glenayr Avenue and Blair Street / Seven Ways

Jurriaan Plesman summarised long-term safety concerns raised repeatedly by Bondi Beach Precinct regarding the dangerous crossing at corner Glenayr and Warner Avenues and pedestrian risks on Glenayr Avenue between Beach Road and Blair Street / Seven Ways. There is no controlled pedestrian crossing point on Glenayr Avenue anywhere north of the traffic lights at Curlewis Street and the very busy roundabout with Blair Street. This strip is a bus route with several bus stops as well as accessing a major public hotel and shopping area for local residents. It is in close proximity to two local schools and a pre-school.

Mr Plesman recently witnessed the near death of child, when it suddenly left its mother with a pram standing on the footpath and ran onto the road. A car racing from Blair Street into Glenayr Avenue screeched to a halt just before the child and just avoided killing it. Mr Plesman noted that being disabled, he cannot move quickly enough out of the way of speeding vehicles coming from either Blair Street or Warners Avenue when crossing the road near his home. 
Motion 15
Based on increasing pedestrian movements across Glenayr Avenue between Beach Road and Blair Street / Seven Ways, with a growing number of busy cafés, shops, a major public hotel and schools in the vicinity, on a bus route with bus stops on either side of Glenayr Avenue, that:

a) Waverley Council and NSW RTA are requested to erect immediately a WALKING or similar signage at the crossing points to alert drivers to pedestrians at the corner of Glenayr Ave and Warners Ave, and between both sides of Blair near the Seven Ways roundabout;

b) Add raised ‘traffic calming’ devices between Curlewis and Blair Streets along Glenayr Avenue as already installed and effective between Curlewis and Hall Streets;

c) Specifically provide safe pedestrian crossing conditions over Glenayr Avenue between the bus stops at the intersection of Glenayr and Warners Avenues; 
d) Implement best practices to slow traffic approaching the Seven Ways roundabout from the east along Blair Street; 
e) Re-consider the community consultation suggestion of a change in road surfaces to indicate 'shared/ pedestrian zones' so cars do not automatically assume right of way. 

f) Re-consider the community consultation suggestion of streamlining traffic movements within 100 metres of the roundabout, to disallow right turn from Glenayr into Warners Avenue and disallow right turn from Warners into Glenayr Avenue.
Proposed: Jurriaan Plesman 
Seconded: Margaret McNiven 
Motion carried unanimously
Residents were invited participate in the next related Waverly Council committee meetings and reciprocally, any Bondi Beach resident on any of these committees is warmly invited to speak at the next Bondi Beach Precinct meeting on 29 November 2010. 

· Community Safety Advisory Committee, Waverley Council meets: 3rd Tuesday of each month, 19 October and 16 November 2010. 

· Waverley Traffic Committee is not a committee of Council. The Committee operates under delegation from the RTA and meetings are not open to the public. Residents, members of the public and other stakeholders may address a meeting of the Committee, but must relate to the business listed on the meeting agenda. Waverley Traffic Committee meets on the 4th Thursday of each month: 28 October, 25 November 2010. 

· Community Safety Precinct Committee Eastern Suburbs Local Area Command (Police) for community members and business owners to share perspectives on local crime and safety issues and to get involved in strategies designed to address local crime concerns (to be announced).
8. Other Business

Due to the meeting extending one hour over time, discussion of the Precinct Handbook was delegated to a sub-committee of the Executive Committee, to be chaired by Paul Paech. 
Participation is invited from Bondi Beach Precinct at the next Combined Precinct Committee meeting on Wednesday 17 November from 6:00 pm to 9:30 pm, 3rd Floor, Waverley Council Chambers.

Meeting closed at 11:00 pm. 
Next meeting Monday 29 November 2010 at 7:30 pm.
Agenda items requested no later than Monday 15 November to Secretary. 
