MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF

DOVER HEIGHTS PRECINCT

Monday 14th May 2012
at Magnolia Healing Centre
Old South Head Rd, Rose Bay – 7:30pm
Attendance: Cr Betts, Cr Guttman-Jones, Cr Goltsman and as per attendance sheet
Apologies: Mayor, Cr Wakefield, Dr Mark Coughlan
John Lewis: Convenor and Meeting Chairman
Michael Lewis: Secretary

Meeting commenced at 7:39pm.
Annual General Meeting

Minutes of last AGM, 2011 were read through.

Moved as true account – Dov , seconded Ron Nothman.  Accepted by meeting
Minutes of last meeting 13th February were read

Acceptance moved  by  Ron Nothman, seconded by  Jackie Lewis   Carried

Arising from the Minutes

Rodney St  Centre Proposal
Leora TurtleDove: Next door on corner to proposed site. Spoke to Council’s peter Thomas. DA going to IHAP meeting on 6th June. 
Cr Betts: IHAP is an independent panel – recommendation to Council. Residents have opportunity to speak. IHAP look at site earlier in the day. After IHAP it goes to Council where residents may speak – but time is restricted.

RN: IHAP meetings depend on chairman – don’t be emotive, have all your facts and figures ready.

Looking for factual input of why the development is not right. Each speaker should prepare different points.

Cr Betts: More like interview process rather than adversarial.

RN: Be prepared with photos – “they” will minimise every issue.

 JL: Precinct has passed a series of motions against inappropriately placed day care centres over the years.

Cr Betts: How many children? 15

Ruth Abeshouse: Traffic has been concentrated recently,

RN: Go to adjacent child care and find out there average daily vacancies
LT: They have a photographic record of road which ignores relevant traffic and is only for one day.

JL: Check with Kesser Torah about the increase of traffic.


RN: Set up video camera and create a “day log” of traffic. 
JL: Have you checked the Regulations for space and parking – teachers as well as parents.
RA: School buses have problems getting through.

RN: Check if the buses will clash with day care children delivery/pickup. Get exact bus times.

Draw scaled map with streets and parked cars, houses, flow of buses etc.

Unleashed dogs aspect if children are going to be taken to Rodney Reserve every day for an hour.

Agenda

Reports of Subcommittees

Parks and Reserves:

DF: Bike Track at Dudley Page – under construction. He displayed final plan diagram of site. Commented that there are no structures higher than 450mm. Seats are low benches – without backs. They have added a set of children’s seating blocks – 350mm high at various places. Dov wondered whether the blocks might interfere with other park usage.

RN: Questioned whether they had considered the local flooding which may occur with heavy rain. Track has been built with small camber to allow runoff. They have added long fibres to give extra strength to the structure. With give longevity to concrete and avoid cracking. Also worried that some views may be blocked.

DF: All structures are very low.
RN: Like the positioning and layout. Have use old bricks for a rustic path around track. Planting and seating not yet built.

LT: Will there be sufficient bins?

LT: Will there be a pedestrian crossing?
DF: Issued graphic of current bus stops – with proposals to move them to more convenient positions. Has already discussed with Greg Holten who says that it is very difficult to get bus stops moved. No one will object to stop being moved from outside a house to outside the park. There will be a safety issue with people with children crossing Military Road. Current stop on east is on a hilly section.

JL: Instead of moving bus stops, having a ped crossing at bus bay end is safer
DF: Crossing if built, should be closer to Bike Path and bus stops closer to track.

JL: Bus stops are not relevant, but crossing will be needed.

RN: Is a 40K zone possible?

Cr Betts: Very unlikely.

Paul Wilmot: Will stairs at northern end get ramps.
RN: No – people will enter from southern end – level end.

JL: Discussion will make more sense after the track has been open for a month or so.

RN: Council should monitor usage of track after the first month.
Motion: DH Precinct requests that after the track has been operating for a month during a regular school term period, Council monitors how people are accessing the track from the surrounding streets – considering parking, road crossings, bus stop positioning and numbers  etc.

Moved DF, seconded RN, carried

DF: Presented examples of trees/shrubs used for street planting – Bulli Beauty has thrived.

Motion: If Council replaces any trees between Wentworth St and Oceanview Ave, in Military Road, we request that they should plant the Bulli Beauty species of grevillea that have been successfully planted in Weonga Road.
Moved DF, seconded Jackie Lewis – carried.

DF: Wants planter boxes on 4 corners at Blake and Military. Asked to wait until current plans are finalised.

Parks and Reserves and Safety

RN: Crime breakdowns – this is probably is the safest area. There was a series of burglaries in Lola Road.

DF: Embankment at Rodney reserve has been fixed 

Sydney Water Tunnel

No further movement.

No current project

Meeting Site
DF: Discussed with owner of Tre Pani – basically not available – too busy.

Cr Betts: To Dov, Try St Therese’s in Dover Heights.
DF: Will investigate.

Rodney Reserve Report tabled and read
Cr Betts: No further Sporting moves

AGM
JL: Convenor’s Report given

Positions declare open – Cr Betts Chair

Convenor John Lewis nominated, by Val Saffer, Jackie Lewis
Secretary Michael Lewis nominated JL, Jackie L
Sub Committees:

Parks Reserves and Streetscape, (includes DAs): Dov Frazer proposed JL, Ja L

Traffic and Safety: Ron Nothman, proposed  JL, JaL
Sydney Water: Peter Cappe, proposed RN, ML

DA Rep Dov Frazer. proposed V Saffer, Hilma O’Reilly
Rodney Reserve: Mark Coughlan

Cr Betts congratulated retiring executive,

JL thanked Ward Councillors for their continuing efforts and interest – acclaimed by meeting
Ordinary Meeting Agenda resumed
Self removal vans and other vans/boat trailers in Military Road.

Cr Goltsman: Looking at whole picture

Ja L: Why is dangerous parking still allowed at corner of Blair St and Military Road?

RN: Legal because it borders on non-residential area.

Cr Betts: Ranger’s Number 0414 884 393

DF: Military Road is a safety issue
RN: Law must be changed
ML: Military/Blair is a traffic/safety issue.

JL: There is a boat issue everywhere and a safety issue near Blair St.

Cr Betts: Can place a sign which must not be contravened.

Walking Dogs without Leashes in DH

JL: Dogs running without leashes at Warren Zines Reserve. Wants signs against “off leash” usage.
Cr Betts: Motion at council for Hugh Bamford to be “off leash”

JaL: People walking dogs off leash in streets.
RA: Rodney Reserve at playing area, is full of dogs without leash.

Warren Zines Reserve

JaL: Pathway is a disgusting mess, dirty and unkempt.

Cr Betts: Send Email
General Business

ML: The Council’s precinct officer, Mary Shiner thanked the precinct for its “Get Well” message.

Next Meeting:
Monday 13th Aug
Mon 12th Nov

Mon 11th Feb

Mon 20th May

Meeting Closed

9:50 pm
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During the year 2011-12 Dover Heights Precinct held four meetings. The major issues
facing the Precinct this past year were:

1. Perceived inequalities in rates payable by Dover Heights Residents versus other
Waverley Council residents..

2. The by-election of new Liberal Councilor Leon Goltsman.
3 Contraversial plans for Children’s Bike Track in Dudley Page reserve.

4. Parking issues with continued opposition to parking of boats in Portland St, and
trucks and boats in Military Rd near Blair St.,

5 The continued monitoring of the New Years Eve project at Dudley Page Reserve.

6. Monitoring of footpaths, parks and infra-structure in disrepair, and lobbying council
for repairs and renewal in Hunter Ward..

I would like to thank Michael Lewis for his excellent minute keeping, and his attendance
at many combined Precinct meetings. Also, for attending our Precinct Meetings and
pressing the cause of Hunter ward Residents at Waverley Council, I would like to thank
our Precinct subcommittee leaders and our hardworking Ward Councilors, Cr Miriam
Guttman- Jones, Cr Sally Betts, and Cr Leon Goltsman.

John Lewis.
Convenor.
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Informal survey and discussion with residents:

the overall response from local residents around the reserve was overwhelmingly against any form of
development of the reserve.

A number of issues were raised by the residents, herewith a synopsis.

- the area is a reserve and not primarily a soccer pitch. It is currently utilized by a number of groups such as
dogwalkers and cliff walkers and should be left as such.

-currently on the weekends the soccer matches are causing major issues with regards to noise and
residents feel that further development would exacerbate this.

- currently the soccer matches are causing a major traffic hazard. Rodney St is very narrow and this is
already reaching a crisis stage with parking and blocking the road on the weekends

-residents expressed concern re any development worsening the current pollution of the reserve with litter
which is already a major problem with the soccer games.

- major concerns were raised that any formal ablution facilities would be a hazard attracting vagrants, drug
users and other undesirables into the area.

- the issue was raised that it was a privilege to utilize the reserve to play soccer but this should not be
monopolized.

Some residents voiced concerns that no particular community group should have the monopoly of the
reserve

and that payments for improvements by any group would lead to further monopoly of the community
reserve.

- the proximity of the reserve to the adjacent homes does

not lend itself to formal seating and toilet facilities and will

only worsen the current crisis of noise and traffic congestion

experienced during the soccer games.

- some residents felt that the hours of any matches should be curtailed for the above reasons and there was
a strong sentiment that currently this is already being overutilised and this needs to be addressed.

Thus in summary early consultation with the residents around the reserve suggests major opposition to any
formal development of the reserve currently.

Dr Marc Coughlan Chairman Rodney Reserve Subcommitte
Mrs Melanie Jacobson Vice Chairman
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