Dover Heights Precinct Minutes.
Held at Yeshiva College, Blake St, Dover Heights on 9th Feb 2004

Apologies:

Val Saffer, Maureen Jellins

Attendance: Cr Betts and as per attendance sheet 

John Lewis: Convenor, Michael Lewis: Secretary

Meeting commenced at 7:35pm.

Matters Arising from the Minutes of the 11th August 2003 Precinct Meeting:

The acceptance of the minutes of the previous meeting was proposed by x, seconded by x and carried.

Bus Shelter at Military Rd and Blake St

Not yet erected.

Dover Heights Campus of Rose Bay Secondary College

Cr Betts: DA is in for alterations to previously approved plans. Not aware of details. Will make them available if wanted.

Dover Heights Bowling Club Site

Cr Betts: Changes approved – a large hole was being dug into the rock for the car park. Original car park was closer to the eastern side. There was more than 1 space per unit.

John Lewis: Should be one space per adult.

Cr Betts: The advertisement for the new units on the site did not say that it was for over 55s.

JL: Council should demand sign "for aged and disabled persons".

Tim Ryback: Once approved, there is no mechanism to assure that accommodation is used for over 55s. A lot already sold.

JL: explained history of site to "new comers"

Motion:

The precinct is concerned that advertising for "The Cape Apartments" does not clearly indicate that this is housing for the aged and disabled as approved by Council.

Moved Tim Ryback, Seconded Ron Nothman. Carried unanimously.

Over Development – Dual Occupancy

JL: Lots of dual occupancies being lodged – often as 2 separate DAs – but Council still recognises them as dual occupancy.

Cr Betts: An application for 50 Blake St, a site with frontages on both Blake and Strickland Sts for 4 "houses" over the full length of the block, had been changed for 3, 2 at front, a space and 1 at back.

Presentation on Traffic Changes to be Made at Intersection of Curlewis St, Simpson St, Old South Head Rd, Wellington St and Blair St – Joint Precinct Traffic Committee Chairman: Tony Kay

Tony Kay: There was a "Traffic Committee" at which he had put in a variation to consultant’s recommendation – retaining parking and still providing increased traffic flow.

There was a new motion at Council, next week to change the "parking" review to before rather after construction.

DAs for Yeshiva College by Meriton – Subdivision into 2 Lots

Cr Betts: Council had rejected the application because of legal position. School/Synagogue is now functioning. Site no longer threatened with liquidation. Boys’ High School now on site.

TR: Building of synagogue was intended for weddings etc, but a very loud, broadcast wedding was held in car park – noisy and street parked out. Ocean car park is still closed. The Napier St cul de sac was blocked in.

He had already sent a letter to the Council GM raising the issues of loudspeaker noise and parking.

JL: Council has noise powers under the relevant act. Council should test with Yeshiva the noise levels of what may be suitable.

TR: Also there is no sign directing people NOT to park in Napier St and large car park not open.

Cr Betts: Will organise meeting and get back to TR.

TR: Heard claim that Council has power to do "spot rezoning".

Cr Betts: No such power.

JL: (after discussion of who "decides" during Council holiday breaks) Council in break is "GM and Mayor" (and Mayor was away).

New Year’s Eve – Dudley Page Reserve

JL: Precinct’s suggestion about no parking around perimeter was adopted – allowed full access to emergency services etc.

He had received a fax from a Military Rd resident, living opposite the reserve viz;

There had been deterioration over the years in behaviour. There was large-scale alcohol consumption in the poorly lit reserve. Families had been driven away. The Police were still active at 3:00am. People had camped over the previous night.

There had been a letter in the Wentworth Courier along the same lines with recommendations concerning lighting, toilets and garbage and praise for the really good job done by police.

Ron Nothman: There had been a small brawl, but police were in presence even before this.

JL: Council should arrange for more security to safeguard public safety and residents’ amenity.

TR: But it was more policed and quieter than previous year.

Cr Betts: Suggested that from precinct, Ron Nothman be put on to the NYE Safety Committee.

Other comments:

ML: No liquor would make it less attractive for young people.

Paul Wilmot: It was supposed to be alcohol-free this year.

JL: So many very drunk young people.

RN: Dudley Page reserve was mentioned in Sunday paper. Council officers should act "on the spot".

JL: Police, "even "in strength" were still a small group.

Mary Xanthis: All rubbish was left all over the park

JL: Will put NYE in August agenda so that we can make recommendations.

RN: Arrange for lighting from Portland St side so that site is flooded with light (and the view is made harder to see). Seriously, Council staff worked diligently to remove all rubbish.

JL: Worry that weight of crowd on the roof of the reservoir, may cause it to collapse. 3000 people drowning. Water Supply interrupted. Public Liability? Should site be closed for these reasons? Council should approach Sydney Water and discuss.

PW: We run the risk of the reserve being fenced off permanently.

JL: Main aim to stop incidents and accidents.

Nick Xanthis: Need more portable loos – but Council now pays.

MX: Charge for entry as a means of control.

Motion:

Dover Heights Precinct requests that a representative, Ron Nothman, be appointed to the Safety Committee. Proposed Tim Ryback, seconded Nick Xanthis. Carried unanimously.

Dudley Page Reserve – Other Times

Fireworks often let off. RN: ACT fireworks now stopped – will affect this

Water Bans

Cr Betts: Council policy was that all new pools must be fitted with pool covers.

The Minutes were accepted. Proposed Tim Ryback, seconded Jack Jellins – Carried

Agenda

Parking Meters at Bondi Junction and Bondi Beach

Michael Lewis spoke about the inappropriate hours set for parking meters and lack of different rates for different usage priorities in Waverley. For example, there were half empty streets (and restaurants) in most of Bondi Junction, demanding over $3 per hour until 10:00pm, every day of the week! Visitors were largely ignoring the Bondi Junction amenities, not wishing to add a further $10 to the evening costs. Those who did come, were largely ignoring the meters, risking being fined over $60 for parking in an empty street at 9:30pm so that they might spend money with local businesses. A similar situation existed in the back streets and edges of Bondi. There was not even the amelioration provided by, for example the City Council, where rates changed to approx $1 / hour after 6:00pm. Woollahra had created a similar greedy and business destroying regime in Double Bay, but had changed it to a user and business, friendly one after protests and reconsideration. 

Motion:

The use of parking meters outside business hours (Mon-Sat 8:00am to 6:00pm) in Bondi Junction and "most areas" behind Bondi Beach is inappropriate and the meters should be turned off at those times. In Bondi Beach, lesser hourly rates should apply for off peak times and seasons.

Moved Michael Lewis, seconded Paul Wilmot. Carried unanimously

Parking and Land Use DCP

Cr Betts talked about this document, which broke Waverley up into 3 zones with respect to parking policy.

Zone 3 "North of Blake St" allowed more spots and assumed that there would be plenty of street parking available.

The document also prohibited the build of garages in front of the building line. In Dover Heights people have shifted garages forward to the front of their properties.

Cr Betts: What do people want? 

She also mentioned that in the transitional zones of Bondi Junction, the parking meters actually prevented local residents from parking in front of their homes. Eg Denison St. Should be turned off at 6:00pm.

Land Tax

JL: The new valuations had shown a 25% increase. If property market drops and amount of stamp duty collected drops will they lower threshold from $1.9 million. Can we object? Objections may be used to raise values. We must keep the tax under observation.

State Govt Proposed Changes to Planning Rules

"Supposed to improve local Development Approval process"

ML: Changes allow "certified assessors" to carry out nearly all of the approval of housing developments, without notifying even the immediate neighbours (or the Council). This a disastrous step backward. Just whom does this LABOR government actually represent?

Cr Betts: Council has taken 2 "certifiers" to the "board" to have them decertified because of large-scale faults in the process.

1. Dover Heights Bowling Club site – certification of the wrong plans

2. Hunter St – land slip – other certifiers won’t "touch it" – back with Council.

Building often has no relation to the plans. Very difficult to demolish illegally built structures.

Often long after construction.

Swimming pools no longer to be controlled by Council.

TR: Conflict of interest

ML: Couched in terms of preventing "Council delay"

JL: Certifier has to act within rules of DCP – more stringent rules, BUT approved after 3 days and THEN Council notified.

JL: Limited to renovations which are "non controversial" but this includes swimming pools.

Private certifier issues "compliance certificate" that says that everything fits in with council rules and then submits it to council.

Tells neighbours AFTER approval.

Council Elections

JL: Cr Betts is running again with Tony Kay as her #2 and David Jeffrey as #3.

Cr Betts: The Dover Heights polling venue has been moved to the St Therese church hall from the high school.

Pre-poll voting is available in the 2 weeks before 27th March. It is much simpler than postal voting.

JL: Cr Betts has attended over 20 precinct meetings (nearly all) in her time as councillor. Sam Einfeld one.

At the May meeting we will invite the new Hunter ward councillors to attend and speak.

Cr Betts described the composition of the retiring council

4 Labor + Sam Einfeld

4 Liberal

3 Greens – who can never agree on anything and are forever deferring decisions.

General Business

Building Dust and Debris

Richard Morris to Cr Betts: Can we be protected from dust and debris from construction?

At Dover Road and Bangala Rd, the drilling and sawing of the sandstone has raised huge amounts of dust and there has been no "watering down".

At Napier St and Dover Rd, again dust and dirt with no protection.

What is policy?

There are standard conditions but they are weak with regard to dust from construction.

RN: Builder should have erected a dust screen.

RM: Council should have a policy.

Cr Betts: Will check.

JL: Fixed hours of construction. Ring ranger – can be fined.

JL: Construction dump bins which block road / pavement. In Willoughby, $31/day, in advance for a maximum of 3 days. Therefore none linger in Willoughby – checked for immediate removal.

Waverley should follow a similar policy for use on roads and paths.

Motion:

Council investigate a "Dump Bin" policy similar to that in use within the Willoughby LGA, which would limit the time that skip – dump bins may be left on the street and impose a daily charge up to a maximum of 3 days, with a daily fine thereafter.

Moved John Lewis, seconded Anna Rosenwax – Carried unanimously.

Dover Heights High School

Rosa Feilich: Is Dover Heights school going to add an extra storey?

Cr Betts: Approval was for existing building NOT to be extended on top. On Chaleyer St side, the hall on the current lower site and on Nancy St site, building would be extended but lower than Hardy St block.

Jack Jellins: What about transport assessment issue?

Cr Betts: There never was any on Bus impact, was work on car traffic.

New Boundaries of Waverley LGA at Bondi Junction

Now moved to the northern edge of the Grafton St car park, including Oxford St and the Syd Einfeld Drive.

Meeting closed at 9:45 pmNext meeting 10th May 2004 
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