Dover Heights Precinct Minutes

Held at Kesser Torah (Yeshiva) College, Blake St, Dover Heights on
11th February 2005

Apologies:
Michael Schnabl

Attendance: Constable x, Crs Betts, Kay, Council Officers: Lee Sellick, Shenagh Gamble, Andrew Daras-Wells and as per attendance sheet 

John Lewis: Convenor, Michael Lewis: Secretary
Meeting commenced at 7:40pm.

JL: Welcomed attendees.

Moved to First item – delayed Minutes of Previous Meeting

New Waste Service
Lee Sellick addressed meeting on the new waste collection service arrangements.

In May 2004 Waverley Council adopted Waste Policy and Action Plan.
Landfill quantity must be cut down, Currently for a house: Wheely bin for general garbage and crate for other material. Separate collection.

New System
3 bins.
1 140 litres size for general house - red
1 140 litres for paper - blue
1 140 litres for glass and plastic yellow

Red every week, blue and yellow alternate weeks (fortnightly)

Ron Nothman : Have any other councils have used this for any length of time.?
LS: Has to be simple for people – reduce landfill
RN: Is cardboard capacity too small?
What is policy for bin overflow?
LS: Generally is picked up, but there is a limit to capacity.
Council has bought trucks to account for expected volumes.

A Resident said that he filled up the 2 55litres tubs each week.

John Lewis: What about polystyrene from purchases? Eg refrigerators, appliances.
Low weight large volume.

LS: Polystyrene is recycle grade # 6 – but recycling (reuse) not available in Australia.
Must go in red bin

Garden waste?
Once a fortnight collection as – now. – relevant only in suburbs like DH .
Twice a year cleanup will continue.

Tifa Abram: 3 bins are a lot for an elderly household.
LS: Bins are smaller and collection is staggered over the weeks.
140l bins are squat.

Rob Harvey: Stamp down paper etc but glass?
LS: don’t smash glass – hand sorted at end.

RH Older bin was much larger for general garbage.
LS: Second general bin available at full cost. Extra blue/yellow bins may be available .

What about old bin and crate?
LS: 2 weeks - New bins. Delivered to houses with new bins dropped off ahead of removing old bin. Taped till commencement date, which is when the old bin goes!

JL: What if it doesn’t work? Households have different size?
RN: Lost bins?
LS: Bins with address sticker – serialised – database. – traceable.

JL: Council issuing new bin storage policy in developments. 
LS: DCP19

Michael Lewis: Will there be extra bottle collection in “heavy drinking areas”
LS: Special building by building, policy

RN: In Wellington St, Industrial dumper for one particular block of units – is council collected LS: But tricky for council

RN: Holiday units – temporary residents do not separate. Individual units do not have separation facilities. 
LS: strata mangers will need to buy more bins if the residents will not split rubbish up.

ML: Properties on top of cuttings – already not using wheely bin – other problems.
LS: With physical problems – will be flexible.

Paul Wilmot: Garbage collection has been fantastic up to now – scared of losing it.
LS: Bins will be easier than lifting crates and reduce landfill

LS: Calendar explains by colour coding – the collection weeks. Staff will help at commencement.

RH: Will stop the spread of un binned papers.
LS: Bins will have on top – as well as colour – correct contents for that bin and warning against incorrect contents. Lid colours are becoming an Australian standard

RH: What are dimensions?
LS: New “3 bins” (linearly) are approx 30cm > current bin and crate.

JL: Thanked visitors.

New Years Eve – Dudley Page Reserve

JL: received a lot of correspondence after NYE about DP Reserve. Articles in Wentworth Courier. Not pleasant to live near there.

Correspondence, articles – terrible – no better or worse than other years.
Police: Why should police have to risk themselves – close it down.

Tracey Isackowitz
Worse each year and latest, the worst. Utes unloading crates of alcohol during the day under the signs banning it, and busloads arrive – 5000 people from outside the area – very few locals and fewer families – parents have banned their children.

1 arrested? She saw 15 handcuffed on side of road – released at end of night.
Disgraceful behaviour of every type imaginable. 

Lights on NYE were a huge help. One fight occurred in middle of Military Rd. police – all in.

RN: Caffyn Park mainly locals – well behaved.

RN: Crs Betts and Kay put in enormous effort in getting the extra measures that were taken.
Lead up – 7 high lights were placed around reserve – by council – with increase in dump bins and toilets.

Checked during the day and took digital photos.

Questioned Commander on delivery of alcohol, even in front of police.
Early on: – many family groups with children able to play.
Saw dumper bins being filled and respectable behaviour – most non resident and tourists

Two small commercial enterprises – barbeque and flashing lights sellers 

At 9:00pm still ok – but at 11:45 the “Lebos” arrived and started causing trouble.
Officially only 1 arrest and had nothing to do with occasion.

Out of area people were detained “FOR USING UNKIND WORDS” TO POLICE.

Detainees were released when they had “calmed down”

“Urination” problem – there were extra toilets – reduced amount.

Extra garbage bins helped. But still insufficient – estimated 7500 people..

JL: It is actually a water reserve – with a “live loading capacity” – suitable for small sporting groups? What is the safe load? Could be used to restrict large groups.

Police saw it as a “successful” evening – better than previous years.

Only solution is to close it off and charge for entry each NYE etc.

RN: Behaviour is a typical night-alcohol problem at any gathering.
NYE was a cool night – would have been worse if hotter.

TI: Extremely peaceful till 9:00pm. After ordinary people leave it all happens.
Other NY venues are not in quiet residential areas.

RN: Council wanted an alcohol free area.

JL: What conclusions?
David Morris: provide a measured response. It is one night of the year.
Police have “legal issues”

RH: Caffyn – toilets great – industrial dumpster – cleaners arrived following day but trucks took another day to pick up Hessian bags, which had been picked open by birds and then accompanied by other waste.

Richard Morris:
Does not accept a “once a year event”. Like a once a year murder.
Every bit of ground was covered by broken glass
Should be fenced in, charged for, with alcohol banned.

JL: Fencing off – closed or with “passive event” – commercialising it, pacifies it.
Pay to go in will keep out “riff raff”

Martin Goldstein: grew up across from park – elderly parents still live there.
Young people go there to misbehave.
Waiting for such an event to happen.

RN: Bottle shop on Blake/Military closed early voluntarily.

Cr Betts: Council to discuss tomorrow and before, safety committee.
If we have an event, we would fence it off and charge nominal without alcohol – run by ? or give it to an organization – gate fee insufficient – sell “controlled” alcohol – advertise event – will increase the number coming. (like Bondi).

Is issue, the number? or behaviour of the people?
Done at Bondi beach – but pop concert – different topography.

RN: how many people went to Bondi this year?

RH: Please remember effects on Caffyn if something done at Dudley

TI: Alcohol free, with roadblocks.
ML: Roadblocks used in Darling Point.

RM: needs extra buses at end?
Cr Betts – people bussing at midnight. – no buses at all!

JL: Backpacker residences should be told “alcohol free” - did – had no effect

Fencing park – access through gates – charging $5 - low intensity – wont work – would have to be given to a promoter?
RN: get council for offers from promoters? Alcohol and food but no music – pay for road closures. Individuals had own radios etc

MG: Make site the place for letting fireworks off ?

JL: Promoter for a family oriented, safe and secure evening, with licensed and unlicensed areas. Promoter pay for rubbish removal? Ask for proposals.

PW: Too late for this year?
RH: most sense is the road blocks. No other options – residential area – enough is enough – like darling point – eliminates many people.

Meeting Consensus: Road closures: unanimous – (with resident access)
Cr Betts: try roadblocks before any other measures. – does not preclude event-fencing.

Traffic and Parking
Portland St has replaced O’Sullivan/Newcastle as boat marina. Mimic Woollahra - allow 1 hours parking one day a week. Cr Betts: Will do it.

RM: Military Rd – dangerous – weaving because of cars parked.
ML: Traffic solution is to keep roads narrow and slow!

High School Redevelopment
JL: Work happening. Excavations finished, building commenced. Not many complaints.
PW: Bus stops just before Kippara Rd, may cause blockages. 17 buses morning and evening expected. 1200 kids when fully serviced

JL: Council pushing traffic issues –
Cr Kay has developed a page of issues. Will meet with all parties to look at issues – very early in the piece – school opening Feb next year.

Bowling Club Site
“Internet site advertising a private hotel within the confines of the site – a 19 unit site.” ?
Not allowed!

Overdevelopment and Dual Occupancy

JL: Amazed at shift in attitude after Cr Betts’s hard work. Council has now developed a method of negotiating solutions without going to court.

JL: Growing issue in Dover Heights – developers taking one of the split sites and then attempting to grab views.

Council is investigating policy – has agreed that a “back” site can be only one storey.

JL: MOTION: If a DO is later split, floor-space ratio should be fixed at the time of original DO development. Should not subsequently be able to claim small site rights.

Moved Richard Morris, Seconded Ron Nothman. Carried

Inappropriate timing and administration of parking meters.

ML: The current placing and timing of parking meters by Waverley Council at Bondi Beach and Bondi Junction is a disgrace,

Except for a few streets around Bondi Beach, the use of meters after 6:00 pm and on Sundays – and in other non-business periods, is a blatant grab for money – penalising local residents and businesses.

The streets of Bondi Junction start to empty after 5:00 pm on business days (as you move further away from Westfield) – but over a km away, the meters are still operating till 10:00pm! Is it fair to pay $3/hour on Sunday night, in an empty Denison St in order to visit a local restaurant?

On a winter Sunday, on an ordinary day, again in half empty streets, residents and visitors are discouraged from using, for example, local Glenayr Ave businesses because of the totally inappropriate placing, and hours of operation, of the parking meters.

The whole system needs a review and needs to be put under the charge of people who have a big picture attitude to the balance between a street’s residents’, visitors’ and businesses’ needs, and transparency in the source of Council Funds.

Cr Betts: Liberals want differential rates.


Minutes of meeting held on 8th Nov 2004.

Arising from the Minutes (and not raised above)

Myuna Rd Daycare:
At council Tuesday week – continual re-assessment

Meeting closed at 9:50 pm

Next meeting Mon 8th August 2005 Year’s Meetings Mon 14th November 2005
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