
Charing Cross Precinct 
 

Meeting of the Executive by ZOOM 
Saturday 30, May 2020 

 
Attendees: Julie McAlpin (Convenor), Danny Caretti (DA Rep), Mora Main (Secretary), Robyn 
Brown (Business Rep) 
 
Apologies:  Kate Marshall, Nigel Harvey 

 
Overview of recent activities 
 

1. Charing Cross Streetscape Upgrade - Mora Main and Julie McAlpin met with Council 
staff and conducted a walk-through Bronte Road and discussed Council’s plans to 
upgrade Bronte Road in between the Carrington Road intersection (to the north) and 
Albion Street (to the south); proposal includes the undergrounding of powerlines 
and pavement improvements.  The upgrade does not include the laneway leading 
into the carpark adjacent the Church. It was noted that Council has appointed a 
consultant to design a concept in addition to a traffic study.  It is envisaged that the 
preliminary planning may be completed towards the end of 2020. 

 
2. Draft Waverley Village Strategy – It was noted that Mora Main had contributed an 

enormous amount of time and effort  providing feedback on behalf of the precinct 
back to council. Representatives from the precinct also spoke with the Council 
officers responsible for collating feedback and recommended investment in the car-
park and lane way as per our hope to establish a community centre in the vacant 
shop and to activate the area. 

 
3. Joint Precinct (ZOOM) 27 May meeting – Council officers provided an update of the 

following projects and upcoming reviews:- 
 

• Draft Waverley Village strategy – it was noted that Council had conducted 
extensive community consultation and was continuing to seek input from the 
precinct prior to finalising the strategy. 

 

• LEP (Current minor review) – it was noted that minor ‘house-keeping’ 
amendments to the current LEP would be put to Council for endorsement. 

 

• LEP and DCP – upcoming major review to be completed by 2021. Council is 
encouraging input from all stakeholders and the precincts will be invited to 
attend another meeting with Council officers and provided with an opportunity 
to discuss.   

 

• Bondi Junction – Boot Factory DA – approved. 
 

• See Council’s website and “Have your say” to comment. 
 



4. Other Matters and draft planning proposals for review 
 

• Bronte Surf Club – proposal on display 

• Heritage Plan – now on display 
 
5. St Catherine’s CCC 
A number of complaints from residents were received in relation to excessive noise and 
operations extending beyond the mandated and allowable timeframe.  (There were 
delays with the cement trucks arriving and that made the work run over time).  

The school’s Project Manager admitted that the communications strategy had broken 
down and in response amendments and new procedures had been adopted to ensure 
this doesn’t occur again. 
 
Richard Crookes, the construction company noted that the 1800 number is still in use and it is a 
24 hour number that a representative form Richard Crookes can be contacted at any time of the 
day/night.  

 
Other issues include parking and congestion; parents are still parking illegally and 
construction workers have been parking in local streets. 

 
6. Charing Square – it was noted that the Sydney Eastern City Planning Panel refused 

the proponents (see extract from the panel’s meeting below) .  The CCP Executive 
will keep a watching brief on this issue as it is expected that the proponents will 
submit a revisited plan shortly. 

 
REASONS FOR THE DECISION In the Panel’s view the site is too small to have any strategic 
significance, so the question of strategic merit does not really arise. Noting that the Eastern 
City District Plan includes among its priorities the identification, conservation and 
enhancement of environmental heritage (Priority E6, Objective 13), the Panel considers that 
the proposal fails in this respect as it visually overpowers the existing scale of the Charing 
Cross Centre. 
The proposal also lacks site‐specific merit for the same reason. The proposed maximum 
height of 18m is excessive for this area. It is a height that is allowed only in the Bondi 
Junction centre within the Waverley local government area. It is not appropriate for Charing 
Cross. 
The Panel notes that the Council’s planning staff has prepared a planning proposal for this 
site. The elected Council has not endorsed this proposal, so it cannot proceed to Gateway. In 
the Panel’s opinion that proposal’s maximum height of 13m (or thereabouts) is more 
appropriate for the site. The Panel also considers that the site of the proposal should be 
expanded southwards to include the nearby Legion Club and other appropriate land. This 
may then result in the proposal having strategic merit and allow for an increase in the FSR 
on the expanded site. The Panel believes that a solution is possible that satisfies the planning 
requirements as well as provides sufficient incentive for the proponent to proceed. 
Accordingly, the Panel would encourage the proponent to discuss the matter with the 
Council (and Department) with the view to preparing and submitting an amended Planning 
Proposal addressing the concerns raised here and those legitimately raised by the Local 
Planning Panel. 


