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Australian Heritage Database (Register of the National Estate) 
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State Heritage Register: Bondi Beach Cultural Landscape 
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State Heritage Inventory: Bondi Surf Pavilion 
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State Heritage Inventory: Bondi Beach and Park 
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The following biographical summaries have been extracted from entries in Philip Goad and Julie Willis 

(editors), The Encyclopedia of Australian Architecture (Cambridge University Press, 2012). 

Robertson & Marks 

The Sydney-based partnership of Robertson & Marks was established in 1892 and continues today as 

Robertson & Marks Pty Ltd. The original partners were George Birrell Robertson (1858-1913) and 

Theodore John Marks (1865-1941). Struan Robertson inherited both partners' shares upon their deaths in 

1913 and 1941. John Trevor Guy joined the practice in 1940. 

George Birrell Robertson was born in Scotland and educated in Edinburgh before being articled to John 

W Buchanan from 1874 to 1878, then working for William Venn Gough in 1879 in Bristol. Robertson 

migrated to NSW in 1880. In Sydney he worked for the Mansfield brothers from 1880 to 1892 before going 

into partnership with Theodore Marks. Robertson was heavily involved in the affairs of the Institute of 

Architects of NSW, being on the council and serving as vice-president (1907-10). In 1910 he was elected 

president but did not take up the position, instead returning to Scotland for health reasons. Robertson 

returned to Sydney in 1913 and died at his home in Ashfield, Sydney. His shares in the firm were 

bequeathed to the elder of his two sons, Struan, who had been with the practice since at least 1910. 

Theodore John Marks was born at Jamberoo, south of Sydney. Marks took his articles with George Allen 

Mansfield, working in his office from 1885 to 1890. In 1892 he went into partnership with George 

Robertson. Marks was a director of a number of prominent companies including Carroll, Musgrove 

Theatres Ltd, the Mercantile Mutual Insurance Co Ltd, the Australian General Insurance Co Ltd, City 

Freeholds Ltd and W H Paling & Co Ltd, and chairman of Timberlands Woodpulp Ltd and of the Australian  

Board of Whakatane Paper Mills Ltd, which for the firm meant strong commercial connections. Marks died 

a childless widower. He bequeathed his shares in the practice to Struan Robertson. 

Much of the practice's work was connected with racing. Marks was a member of the Australian Jockey 

Club (AJC) from 1893, an original shareholder in the Victoria Park Racing and Recreational Grounds Co 

Ltd for pony-racing, and chairman of the Rosehill Racing Club in 1919-41. He designed many of the 

buildings and alterations at Randwick and Warwick Farm Racecourses for the AJC in 1922 and the Leger 

Stand (demolished) at Rosehill (1920). In 1922 he was commissioned by the Western India Turf Club to 

design three stands and improvements (estimated to cost over £500,000) to its courses at Bombay 

(Mumbai) and Poona (Pune). He was also responsible for Canterbury Park Race Course and stands at 

Moorefield and Victoria Park, as well as at the Moonee Valley and Flemington racecourses in Melbourne. 

In addition to the racecourse projects, the major commercial projects of Robertson & Marks (from 1892 to 

1941) included the Edwards Dunlop & Dunlop Warehouses, Kent Street (1901), the Briscoe & Co Ltd bulk 

store, Ultimo (1901), the W Horace Friend Warehouse, Clarence Street (1906), the Oswald Sealy Building, 

Clarence Street (1906), the Richardson & Co Emporium, Armidale (1908), the original Challis House, Martin 

Place (1908), the Perpetual Trustee Co, Hunter Street (1917), the Daily Telegraph Building, King Street 

(1912-16 and 1934, with Samuel Lipson), Proud’s Ltd, Pitt Street (1920), the Hotel Australia Rowe Street 

wing (1923), the Warwick Farm Racecourse grandstand (1925), the Bank of NSW head office, George 

Street (1927-32), the Mercantile Mutual Building, Pitt Street (1929), Asbestos House, York Street (1930-35, 

with John Reid & Sons), and the AWA Building, York Street (1937-39, Robertson, Marks & McCredie with 

Morrow & Gordon). 

In its earlier days, the practice designed numerous houses for the well-to do in Sydney. 

The firm's architectural style changed both with time and the building type being constructed. Their major 

commercial buildings in the early years of the twentieth century were bold Federation warehouses with 
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Romanesque arches at either ground or top floor level. The arches gave way to a simple rectilinear 

trabeated façade treatment in later warehouses and offices and in the interwar period the firm's large 

Sydney buildings were of the Interwar Commercial Palazzo  style (Farmer & Co department store, Market 

Street, 1920, and Gowings Bros Building, Market Street, 1912-29, with C H Mackellar), Interwar 

Functionalist (S H Hoffnung & Co building, 1939, with Samuel Lipson) and the restrained Interwar 

Mediterranean style (Bondi Surf Pavilion, Bondi Beach, 1930 with L M McCredie). 

The early death of G B Robertson and the hectic social life of 'Sydney identity' Theodore Marks suggests 

that the bulk of the work of the firm was carried out by others and it is perhaps Struan Robertson who 

provided the stable continuity and management, together with a large number of talented employees who 

produced the greater part of the firm's output. 

Leith McCredie (1886-1961) was the son of architect Arthur McCredie, who was a partner in the firm of A 

L & G McCredie. Leith is likely to have undertaken apprenticeship in his father’s firm. He undertook further 

study in the United States in 1912. McCredie served in World War I and after it ended worked for some 

time in London before returning to Australia. He worked with architect William Ronald Richardson and the 

Commonwealth Works and Railways before joining Robertson & Marks in 1924, where he became a 

partner in 1928. McCredie was elected president of the Royal Australian Institute of Architects in 1936158 

and established his own practice in 1937, mostly designing houses. 

H E Ross & Rowe 

The prominent firm of Ross & Rowe was formed in 1911 by Herbert Ernest Ross (1868-1937) and Harry 

Ruskin Rowe (1884-1956). Ross was born in Inverell, NSW, completing his secondary education in Sydney 

before studying (probably engineering) at the University of Edinburgh in Scotland, where his father was 

born. He returned to Australia, working in Queensland in mining and railway construction before continuing 

his studies at the University of Sydney. In 1902 he was in practice as an architect, designing the red-brick 

Romanesque Revival Shelbourne Hotel, Sussex Street, Sydney (1902), followed by the Elder Smith & Co 

building, Wattle Street, Ultimo (c.1905). 

Rowe was the son of the prominent NSW architect Lt-Col Thomas Rowe in whose firm, Rowe & Spain, 

Rowe Jnr served articles from 1902 to 1907, concurrently studying at the Sydney Technical College and 

graduating with honours in 1907. Between 1907 and 1910, Rowe worked with the NSW Government 

Architect’s Branch and then joined Ross in practice. During 1914-18 he served in the Field Engineers with 

the Australian Imperial Force at the rank of captain. 

One of the first projects for the new firm was the Government Savings Bank, Oxford Street, Paddington 

(1912). The client proved to be a key one for the firm, as they subsequently completed more than 150 

projects for them, including the State Savings Bank (then Commonwealth Bank), Martin Place, Sydney 

(1928), rendered in the grand classical Beaux Arts style in the commercial palazzo mode. While the firm 

had significant amounts of residential work, they were best known for their commercial work, including the 

Georgian Revival Royal Automobile Club building, Macquarie Street, Sydney (1926-28). They also 

undertook  works for Toohey’s Brewery, including the Wallacia Hotel, Mulgoa Road, Wallacia, NSW (1937) 

and Freemason’s Hotel, Burwood, NSW (1937), as well as industrial projects, such as the Moderne Peek 

Frean’s Building, Parramatta Road, Ashfield, NSW (1935, tower added). 

Rowe moved to western NSW in 1936 to run a rural property, leaving the practice and architecture. Ross 

continued the practice, but his death in 1937 caused a crisis in the firm; his son, Herbert Kenneth Ross 

(c1915-71), an architect, was at the time working with Stephenson, Meldrum & Turner and Ross & Rowe 

                                                           
158

  “Mr Leith C McCredie”, Sydney Morning Herald, 29 September 1936, p.5. 
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was temporarily subsumed by Stephenson & Turner between 1937 and 1947, until H K Ross left the firm. 

It then continued under his direction, and later his own name, until his death. Rowe later returned to 

practice, resuming in 1945 and forming a new partnership with Robert John Christopher Elmes in 1953, 

until his death in 1956. 

Reviewing Ross & Rowe’s work in 1931, Building commented that "with such a number of buildings to 

their credit, Ross and Rowe have undoubtedly left their impress on Australian architecture and, moreover, 

some of their buildings should stand for generations ahead to study the work which is typical of our 

time”.
159

  

                                                           
159

  “H E Ross and Rowe”, Building, 12 September 1931. 
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APPENDIX C THE BURRA CHARTER 
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