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Cultural Icon taking shape
The restoration of the famous Bondi Pavilion

Restoration and conservation works are 
progressing at Bondi Pavilion to ensure 
the building’s continued conservation and 
functional upgrades are completed to service 
the complex needs of the community, as well 
as the beach-goers and tourists who flock to 
Bondi annually.

Demolition works are ninety per cent 
complete and restoration works have gathered 
pace. Some key construction milestones have 
been achieved recently in the main atrium, 
courtyard, bathrooms, flexible cultural space 
and ground floor areas. 

Another project highlight is the continuing 
progress being made in delivering 
environmental and sustainability initiatives 
under the 5-Star Green Star Rating system. 
The Green Star rating system considers and 
assesses the sustainability of the project at 
all stages of development against a range of 
environmental impact categories. 

Green Star certified buildings produce considerably less 
greenhouse gas emissions, are energy and water efficient, 
and, during construction, recycle a high proportion of their 
construction and demolition waste compared to other new 
construction projects. You will also notice temporary changes in 
car and pedestrian access in Queen Elizabeth Drive to support 
the construction work. This has been ongoing since 7 April and 
is expected to be completed in eight weeks. Please read on for 
more information on this.

Overall the project is progressing well, and is on track for 
completion on time.



2015-2018:
Concept design 

development and 
community consultation

2019: 
Development 

application (DA) lodged 
and approved

July 2020:
Restoration work 

commences (approximately 
18 months construction 

work)

December 2021:
Expected completion of 

costruction works

A Sustainable Future
The project team is progressing well to deliver the 
project’s environmental and sustainability initiatives. 
A Green Star workshop was recently held with 
subcontractors to help them understand their role in 
helping us achieve the 5-Star Green Star Rating, and 
ways we can collaborate to meet the targets.  

Community Investment & Opportunity
Buildcorp aims to create opportunities for investment and participation for wider community benefit on all of our 
projects. This includes working with our construction project partners to increase and measure the opportunity 
created for women, apprentices and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples. 

We are proud to report that our project spend with Indigenous-owned construction businesses is on track to reach 
6%, double the original target. These partnerships create benefits through both direct investment and employment, 
and are supported by Buildcorp’s Supply Nation membership which connects us to a range of verified Indigenous 
businesses.



Major Milestone Achieved
Last week, the site team achieved a major milestone with the installation of 
precast balustrades, structural beams and feature ‘Y’ columns in the main 
atrium. A crane was used to lift these structural elements into position 
weighing a total of 70 tonnes. The benefits of using precast concrete include 
achieving a higher quality product poured into pre-made moulds in a 
controlled factory environment, allowing a shorter on site installation time. 

The feature “Y” columns are an interpretation of the existing fluid and art 
forms within the existing heritage building. These columns and beams will 
form the main structure supporting the new glass atrium roof expected to be 
installed in June.

Queen Elizabeth Drive works
As part of the project, we have temporarily relocated car access along Queen 
Elizabeth Drive, moving it back towards the Pavilion.

Pedestrian access has also been relocated to stairs and ramps either side of 
roadworks. Construction work commenced on Queen Elizabeth Drive on 7 
April and is expected to take 8 weeks.



• Demolition works are 90% complete
• Precast balustrades and feature ‘Y’ columns have been installed in the main atrium
• Precast columns have been installed in the courtyard area
• Concrete slabs have been poured in the main atrium ground and first floor areas, male 

and female bathrooms and flexible cultural space
• Façade remedial works on the north east and north west elevations have been 

completed.

What’s happened

• Roof works have commenced including 
the removal of existing roof tiles

• Demolition works are underway in the 
existing Surfish tenancy area

• Continue facade restoration works
• Commencement of Queen Elizabeth Drive 

works including site establishment and 
removal of existing paving

• Truss strengthening works have 
commenced in the theatre.

Current works

• Services rough in works to the main 
pavilion

• Removal of roof tiles to northern wing
• Installation of lift
• Gatehouse fitout works
• North and south colonnade slab pours
• Commencement of promenade works

Forecast schedule of works

Want to know more?
Head to waverley.nsw.gov.au/
bondipavilionproject for the most up-to-date 
info.

If you have any questions, please contact us:

Construction-related enquiries, email Tessa 
Herbert-Smith at bondipavilion@buildcorp.
com.au

All other Pavilion enquiries should be directed 
to pavilionconsultation@waverley.nsw.gov.au

Wall retention propping for structural demolition 
in the main pavilion atrium

Works update

Feeling social?

If you don’t already, follow Waverley Council on social media to see regular pavilion updates, including stories 
on the Pavilion’s long history. 
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