
 
 

                           BRONTE BEACH PRECINCT 
 
 
The meeting was opened on Wednesday October 20th.at 6.30pm on Zoom 
Number Attending 19  
Councillors Burrill, Keenan and Masselos in attendance. 
Apologies Sally Kendall 
 
Matters Arising  
The Chair, Virginia Milson, reported that Council had now received a fuller response to 
BBP’s concerns about Bronte House detailed in a recent motion. Council agreed that more 
open days for residents to see the house would be appropriate. However, Council believed 
that viewing the garden and grounds was more appropriate than having access to the 
house. Council also advised that in excess of $20,000 had been spent by the lessees. 
Co-convener John reported on what he had recently seen of a young woman hopping over 
the newly reinforced Council fence in the Cutting to walk daringly on the cliff edge.  
August Minutes Proposer Susan Hely seconder John Batts Passed unanimously. 
Special Guest  
Emily Scott, Council’s recently appointed General Manager. Emily gave the meeting a 
rundown on her experience with Council and what Council plans were for the future. 
The Chair thanked Emily. 
Special Guest  
Anthony Weinberg, Council’s Environment Manager spoke about Council’s initiatives in the 
introduction of Electric Vehicles to the Municipality. A number of charging stations have 
been installed at key places such as Bondi Junction and they have a uniform attachment 
designed to fit all EVs servicing a variety of vehicles. This has/is a problem as 48per cent of 
households in the Municipality have no access to onsite charging. All cars can use a Type 2 
plug and the meeting was advised that it’s cheaper to charge at Council than at home. 
Ausgrid may be able to provide charging in Grafton St. on power poles subject to 
negotiation.  
 
Development Applications 
The War Memorial   
Greg Vaughan gave an update on the development of the War Memorial Hospital and 
expressed concerns over the fate of the large Moreton Bay fig trees and advised the 
meeting that some of the tenants had received letters of intention to evict. The Council was 
working on a site specific DCP to which the community would have the opportunity to 
comment when it’s released. 
Motion 
Background 
Concern was expressed over the proposed removal of a number of very mature Moreton 
Bay Figs trees. They are important to the health of the aged who are rehabilitating and in 
care on the site, as well as to seniors residing there. In addition to these benefits the 



grounds host significant flora and support an estimated 170 species of birds moving through 
the ecological corridor that extends from Waverley oval to Queens Park.  
Motion 1  
The BBP requests Council give specific consideration to preservation of the grounds of War 
Memorial as an asset of Waverley’s natural environment when considering the forthcoming 
site specific DCP. The War Memorial grounds are separately listed as a heritage item in the 
LEP, as they relate to the spatial character of the War Memorial estate. 
Proposer Greg Vaughan seconder Louise Mitchell 
Passed unanimously 
 
13 Calga Ave 
Neighbours spoke against amendments to the original DA previously passed. These changes 
have sought to extend further what has been passed by Council. This was to have 
deleteriously impacts on them. They also expressed concern over additional excavation they 
believed Council had not yet considered. A proponent, the architect, of the application 
responded that he did not agree with their assertions. 
 
St. Catherine’s School Development 
Chelsea Hunnisett reported on the annual Traffic Study Committee around St Catherine’s 
School. Insofar as it was a measurement on one day only and just before the holiday break. 
it was felt that parking anomalies might be hidden. A letter was being sent to the Chair 
Roberta Ryan by Danny Caretti from Charing Cross Precinct and BBPrecinct. 
Cathy Davitt expressed concern over the lights at the school shining brightly across the 
street all night through glass. She saw no reason for this but reported that the Facilities 
Manager when questioned could not see a problem with them. 
The Mayor suggested that Cathy should write an email about this in the hope of 
ameliorating the lighting problem.  
The Pedestrian Crossing in MacPherson Street: The Mayor understands that the School is to 
pay for this work. It was noted that some car-parking spaces would be lost in this move.  
Waverley Council is still fighting to keep the bus stop where it is in that block; There is the 
possibility that a whole section of MacPherson St on the northern side will be without a bus-
stop. The matter now rests with Dan Joannides (Council’s Traffic engineer).   
Councillor Elaine Keenan remarked that this month’s copy of The Beast has a commendable 
article on the War Memorial Hospital background and current plans.    
Mayor Paula Masselos reported that the final work at Bronte Cutting was about complete.    
 
GENERAL BUSINESS  
The 3 ward councillors each spoke.  
Councillor Angela Burrill spoke of the work done in Varna Park: the playground has been 
upgraded with some new equipment. Some vandalism has been reported.  There are many 
child cyclists using this. Elections have been postponed until December 4th., she thanked the 
BBPC and those in attendance for their continued work.   
 
The next meeting of BBP is likely to be on Zoom once more on Wednesday December 1st.  
 
The Meeting closed just after 8.00 p.m.     
 


