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Core reasons for why the project is happening: 
 

We needed to demolish the existing kiosk building which had concrete cancer, electrical 
problems and did not meet Building Code of Australia requirements. 

 

This provided an opportunity to improve facilities for the community, enhance safety and access, act 
on feedback received over time and provide much needed storage space and first aid facilities. 

 

In designing the new buildings the core objectives were: 
 

• Need to replace family kiosk with something that has same feel and sense of place 
• Need to meet Building Code of Australia requirements 
• Need to meet Occupational Health & Safety requirements 
• Need to improve safety through improved separation of traffic from cafe patrons and walkers 
• Need to minimise size and impact of buildings and concrete, and retain green space 
• Need to retain views 
• Need to provide increased functionality within the above constraints. 

 

The existing kiosk and amenities block buildings are to be demolished. In their place, a small first 
aid and storage building will be built on the north side, and a new kiosk and amenities building on 
the south side. 

 
Overview of how the kiosk location was chosen: 

 

The option to put the kiosk on the north side was very seriously explored over a long period. After 
much consideration, when it was found that a north side building and outdoor seating would not 
satisfy many of the above objectives, other locations were explored. The decision to generally split 
the private uses from the public uses, and have the kiosk on the southern side came about after a 
range of quite complex considerations within very tight space constraints. 

 

In the end, the southern location was chosen because the northern location had too many 
problems. Reasons included: 

 

• Too much bulk and scale required to accommodate the services required and 
meet standards, and the building footprint protruding too far into the park; 

• Safety issues due to vehicle access being too close to kiosk patrons; 
• Loss of green space; 
• Blocking of views. 

 

Another key reason for eventually choosing the southern side was the need to separate access for 
ambulances, beach vehicles, and delivery vehicles. No separate vehicle access is provided by the 
existing building location, and residents had pointed out the potential for accidents. This safety issue 
needed to be addressed. In addition, the Tamarama Surf Life Saving Club needed front access to 
the beach. 

 

The south side location also provided the added benefit to demolish the existing amenities block 
and build totally new toilets and showers to significantly improve facilities for the public, together 
with parks and bushcare storage. 

 
'Character' and functioning of the park 

 

Some quite important things are remaining the same, some will be a bit different and others will be 
greatly improved: 
 

• The style and type of kiosk will be the same with the same amount of outdoor seating. This 
will be a very similar family experience to the current one in a much improved environment. 

• Views from the seating will be stunning, and views through the Park will remain open.
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• Cars and vehicles will be separated from kiosk users, and it will look and feel more 

pleasant and be much safer. 
• Access will be improved for older people, those in wheelchairs, and families with 

prams because they will be able to move across the Park to the kiosk from a couple of 
points in the Park. 

• The various ill matched and cluttered buildings in the park will be replaced by a cleaner, 
smarter set of buildings. 

• It is expected that the number of delivery vehicles entering the park will decrease. The new 
kiosk will have some additional fridge & freezer space and a new dry store room, which 
should cut down on necessary deliveries. 

• The kiosk and adjoining services building will feel clean and be compliant with current 
standards. It will be environmentally efficient, including solar panels, solar hot water 
heating, and water reuse. 

• The southern kiosk location in winter will be sunnier than the northern location. This may 
provide opportunity for the kiosk to open for a greater length of the year. 

• There will be new toilets, including an accessible toilet, and showers, with a new ‘best 
practice’ sewerage system. 

 
Delivery trucks, safety and vehicles: 

 

• One of the main reasons the family kiosk is being moved is to increase safety by separating 
vehicles from pedestrians. 

• Delivery vehicles will be forced to stop on the northern side. They will be unable to cross to 
the southern side. There will be bollards and vegetation in place to stop delivery trucks from 
crossing the park. 

• Trolleys will be used by delivery drivers to take the goods from the northern side across the 
park to the kiosk. Delivery vehicles are used to parking away from their drop off location and 
using trolleys for this purpose. 

• A sufficient turning movement will allow delivery vehicles to turn around. This will be shown 
in the technical design, which is still in preparation. 

• In terms of the road ramp from Pacific Avenue into the park, this is currently the only way 
for vehicles to access the park and it will continue to be so. 

• As is currently the case, pedestrians will not be banned from using the ramp. However it is 
not expected that pedestrian use will increase - it is unlikely that the new kiosk will attract 
additional people to use the ramp (noting that the kiosk seating capacity is remaining 
unchanged). 

• The number of vehicles using the ramp is expected to decrease through improved kiosk 
storage facilities and a new secure gate system into the park. The new secure gate system 
should effectively eliminate the problem of unauthorised people parking their cars in the 
park. 

• Council is currently considering the provision of disability parking space/s to be accessed 
from the ramp. 

• Council will consider the possibility of future restrictions on delivery frequency and times as 
part of contractual arrangements with the kiosk owner. A detailed traffic management plan is 
unlikely to be required. 
 

Scale of development 
 

• Avoiding over development and intensification has been a key priority of the new design, 
which will maintain the character of the area and the parkland. 

• There will be no increase in the family kiosk capacity, nor any change in its functions. 
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• The building on the north side will be a new small, slim line, cliff hugging building 
and will include first aid storage, and surf club storage. 

 
Hard surfaces and green space: 

 

• There does need to be some expansion of concrete on the southern side around the kiosk 
building. However, this will be balanced by a reduction in concrete on the northern side, 
where an area of concrete will be returned to green space. This will achieve a balanced 
outcome. 

• A new pedestrian path will also be built that considers desire lines. 
 
Green space and trees: 

 

• Landscaping will be markedly improved and any planting that has to be removed to 
accommodate the new design will be replaced. More trees will also be planted to 
complement the park and provide shade. 

• The buildings have been designed to minimise their encroachment on the existing 
parkland. 

 
Temperature for kiosk patrons: 

 

We believe that in summer, people will not feel noticeably hotter at the southern kiosk location 
compared to the northern kiosk location. 

 

A shadow study diagram we commissioned from an architectural expert based on when and where 
the sun rises and sets showed that: 

 

In summer: 
 

• On a hot sunny day, the kiosk seats on the southern side will be cooler in the late afternoon 
than they would be on the northern side, as the northern side receives longer hours of 
afternoon sun than the southern side. 

• In the middle of the day, both sides of the park are in full sun.  
 

In winter: 
• On a sunny winter day, the kiosk seats on the southern side will receive longer hours of 

morning and afternoon sun and will be warmer at those times than they would on the 
northern side. 

• There would therefore be an opportunity for the kiosk to extend its opening season into 
the cooler months. 

• In the late afternoon, both sides are in shade. 
 

Providing shade for sunny days has been an important consideration and as with the current kiosk, 
umbrellas will be provided for the outdoor seating area. The upgraded picnic shelters provide 
shade, and shade will be further increased in the park through the strategic planting of more trees. 
 
With regard to the impact of the cliffs on temperature – the outdoor seating area will be some metres 
from the cliff and should be generally unaffected. The new playground at Tamarama is much closer 
to the cliffs than previously, and we have received no feedback that the playground is now hotter. 

 

In relation to the impact of wind on temperature, beach locations are more subject to wind than 
many other areas. Generally, the northern location is more exposed to cold southerly winds, while 
the southern location is more exposed to north easterly winds. As the prevailing winds are from the 
south east, it is likely that the northern location is more exposed, as the cliffs provide some 
protection to the southern side. 
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Environmental Sustainability 
 

The new kiosk and amenities building will include environmental measures including  
• Roof solar panels which will power the hot water system for showers and provide 

electricity 
• Water capture for use in toilet flushing 
• Natural cross ventilation, and  
• Insulation. 

 
Toilets  

 
The new toilet facilities will provide a much better level of amenity for park users and kiosk 
patrons. There will be seven public toilets, a net increase of one public toilet. The brand new 
toilet facilities (with best practice sewerage system) will be separated from the kiosk by a solid 
dividing wall. The toilet entrance is at least 6 metres from the kiosk and at least 19 metres from 
the outside seating, with the recessed toilet entrance providing additional distance. 

 
Dates 

 

Construction of the buildings began on Monday 6 May and will be complete by October 
2013. Information will be provided onsite, and on our website at 
www.waverley.nsw.gov.au/tamapark  
 

 

http://www.waverley.nsw.gov.au/tamapark

