Penkivil Precinct Minutes

 

Minutes of Meeting of Penkivil Precinct Held on
Monday 6th April 2009
 
At Waverley Council Chambers – Corner Bondi Road and Paul Street, Bondi
 
Meeting commenced at: 
7.30pm
 
Attendance:
Councillor Tony Kay
Councillor Prue Cancian
Precinct Convenor  Marcus Obermeder
Precinct DA Representative Steve Latta
19 Residents signed the attendance sheet
 
Apologies:
Keith Bryars
 
Minutes of Today’s Meeting:
Taken by Steve Latta
 
Adoption of Previous Minutes:
Moved by Bill Mouroukas seconded by Eva Parker that the minutes of the previous meeting be accepted.  Accepted by verbal agreement.
 
Annual General Meeting:
         The initial business of this meeting was matters pertaining to the AGM of the Penkivil Precinct.  
         The current Committee members – Marcus Obermeder, Keith Bryars and Steve Latta all stood down.
         Election of Committee members for 2009/10 proceeded as follows:
o        Position of Convenor:  Bill Mouroukas nominated by Mary Goldfinch, seconded by Marcus Obermeder.  No other nominations forthcoming.  Bill Mouroukas elected to Convenor by verbal agreement.
o        Position of DA Representative:  Steve Latta nominated by Jody Wainwright, seconded by Stephen Boronkay.  No other nominations forthcoming.  Steve Latta elected to DA Representative by verbal agreement.
o        Position of Traffic Representative and Secretary:  Keith Bryars nominated by Marcus Obermeder; Keith’s willingness to accept the role (in Keith’s absence) confirmed and seconded by Steve Latta.  No other nominations forthcoming.  Keith Bryars elected to DA Representative and Secretary by verbal agreement.
 
Motions in Previous Minutes:
         There were no recorded Motions in the Minutes of the meeting of 2nd February 2009, and therefore no responses from Council for consideration.  
         There was, however, further discussion of the status of various General Business matters that had been recorded in the minutes of 2nd February 2009:
o        New Council paving at the corner of Avoca Street and Bondi Road had been removed and replaced with asphalt.  Councillors to review.  Councillor Kay submitted Service Request 73512 on this matter.        The paving in question has been fixed.
o        It was noted that the stormwater grate in Martins Avenue near Simpson Street lifts in periods of heavy rain.  Councillor Kay submitted  Service Request 73510 on this matter.  This Request was notified as closed on 5th February.  The pits have been cleaned and placed on a list for pipe cleaning.        It was re-confirmed that these pits have been cleaned.
o        It was noted that the poplar trees in Bondi Road opposite Waverley Park have disrupted the footpath.  Councillor Kay submitted Service Request 73511 on this matter.  This request was closed on 5th Feb, as it had previously been reported in SR 72337.     It was noted that some repair to the paving had carried out, but the underlying problem of root disruption to the paving remained.  Attendees believed the repair to be inadequate, temporary in nature, and that it remained a potential safety hazard.
 
 
Traffic Report
 
Traffic Rep Keith Bryars was not in attendance, however discussion of Traffic-related matters occurred as follows:
 
         It was reported that there had been a serious road accident at the corner of Paul Street and Bondi Road.  This intersection has been the subject of previous resident’s safety concerns, and review by Council’s Traffic Committee.  Councillor Kay suggested that review of this matter by the Traffic Committee is now urgent: Council has already sent a letter to the RTA and is expecting a response within the month.  It is also a major safety issue for pedestrians, with the pedestrian crossing adjacent to the intersection.  The following Motion was moved by the meeting at large, and carried by show of hands:
o        Motion:  
That Council adopt a formal review of the Paul Street and Bondi Road intersection with consideration of the following aspects:
         Flow of traffic into and out of Paul Street (both north and south)
         The effect of the nearby bus stop
         The effect of the pedestrian crossing
         The effect of the non- Clearway times street parking in Bondi Road, just east of the pedestrian crossing
         That local residents should be surveyed for their views and experiences
         That a focus should be applied on pedestrian safety
 
Traffic Matters Carried Forward:
 
         Reference Keith Bryars 2nd February email to Dan Joannides (Divisional Manager, Technical Services, Waverley Council) as follows:
o        Proposal to install a Left Hand Only turn sign at intersections of Waverley Crescent and Bondi Road.  Councillor Kay advised that a Traffic Management Plan had been submitted to the RTA and Council were awaiting a response (expected by end June).
o        Consideration of extending the left hand traffic filling bay in Ocean Street South at the intersection with Bondi Road.  Councillors advised that they will ask the Traffic Engineer to review this.  It was confirmed that this will be a Council decision (not an RTA one).  It was suggested that the filling bay on the original intersection plans was larger than currently exists.  It was also confirmed by attending residents that the right hand turn operations from Bondi Road into Ocean Street, from both the east and west directions, are working satisfactorily.
 
DA Report
 
         Discussion of The Benevolent Society Ocean Street Development occurred.  The meeting was advised that the Society has re-submitted its plans to Council for the proposed development, and that these plans are available for public view and comment.  All interested parties were encouraged to review the revised plans and submit their objections to Council once again.
         Concerns were once again expressed over the proposed alternate use of the Society’s site such that all existing medium and high care facilities have been lost.  This exacerbates a growing trend of loss of these facilities within the Municipality.  As a result, the following Motion was moved by the meeting at large, and carried by show of hands:
 
 
         Motion:
That Council be requested to urgently convene a Forum on Aged Care in our Community:
         To address the impact of current proposed developments such as The Benevolent Society Ocean Street Bondi; Loreto at Bronte Road, Bronte; and proposed expansion of existing nursing facilities Carrington Road, Waverley. 
         To invite Developers (Not for Profit and others as appropriate), Community residents, Councillors and Council Planning executive
         To invite presentation/s and attendance by professionals engaged in the health care industry
         To properly assess what combined impacts Not for Profit organisations development’s are having on medium and high care facilities in the Waverley Municipality
         To assess the prospects and impacts of potential Local, State and Federal legislative and financial support models for medium and high care in the Waverley community
         That Council engage with Precinct Committees on the format, agenda/s and invitees to the proposed Forum.
 
         DA applications over the February / March period had been reviewed, and only 3 DA’s have been made for the Precinct.  Two of these were alterations and additions to private dwellings; and one was a proposal to erect a pair of two storey semi-detached dwellings in New Street Bondi.  There was no apparent evidence of issues with these proposals, and no objections have been brought to notice of the Precinct Rep.
 
General Business
 
         Bondi Road Footpath Upgrade
 
At the Precinct meeting, there was a perception by some members that the new footpath (along south-side of Bondi Road, Bennet to Avoca, had been laid and dug up many times, wasting Council (and ratepayers) lots of money.  Concillor Kay mentioned that it was likely that the majority (if not all) of this was due to rectification of defects by the contractor. It was mentioned that the bubbler was installed, removed and re-installed several times. Seating was also moved.

Response from Shaun Naidoo (Divisional Manager- Maintenance & Construction), via Councillor Kay:
All the recent work on Bondi Road has been defects rectification, with all
costs borne by the contractor. If anything Council officers, have been critical of the contractor works to achieve a high quality standard for ratepayers.  The bubbler was original installed incorrectly by the contractor- (not as per drawing) hence it needed to be swivelled around. A bench seat outside the Butcher was relocated as a result of complaints from residents.
 
 
         DA-Related Questions
 
Can you confirm whether members of the community who speak at IHAP have an opportunity to also speak to the DCC?
 
Response from Peter Brennan (Director, Planning & Environmental Services, Waverley Council- via Councillor Kay:
The IHAP Charter says not but Council has generally allowed applicants and objectors who addressed the IHAP to address the DCC.  
Can you confirm whether DA submissions and petitions that are lodged for an original DA are taken into account for an amended DA that is also placed on public notification? This particularly impacts those who have lodged information on the Benevolent Society's DA.  Do petitions need to be re-submitted even if they remain valid for an amended DA or does the assessment consider that they are valid for the amended DA too (and not require re-submission)? How does this relate to individual submissions?
 
Response from Mitchell Reid(Divisional Manager, Development Assessment, Waverley Council- via Councillor Kay:
There is no hard and fast rule on this. The best answer to give anyone who asks is that if they still object to an amended plan and it is for the same reasons that they did before, they should give us a letter that just states that their previous objection remains. If the amended plans overcome some of the issues, they should tell us that. If it is a petition, we would give weight to the reason outlined in the petition. For example, if the petition stated that they object to the "use" and the amended plans did not change the use, we would give weight to the original petition in relation to the amended plans. If the use had changed, we would not be able to give it weight (so a new petition may be required). If an objector complained about loss of views and the amended plans made some change to height, building location, setbacks etc, they would need to state that they still objected (if that was the case) or relate how they amended plans addressed their issue. It is appropriate for an objector to tell us how (if at all) an amended plan addresses their issue.  

 

Can you clarify the status of the Loretto Nursing Home application? 
 
Response from Peter Brennan via Councillor Kay:
They are submitting amended plans and we are waiting on these at present.

 

Did the Benevolent Society pay rates, and if not, why not? Does it pay rates now, and if not, why not? Could we decide that they should now pay rates?
 
Response from Peter Brennan (Director, Planning & Environmental Services) via Councillor Kay:
They are a registered Charity and do not pay rates. I don't believe we could compel them to pay rates.

 

Resulting from the gas explosion in BJ, would we wish to change
our DCP in any way?
 
Response from Peter Brennan (Director, Planning & Environmental Services) via Councillor Kay:
No, although in saying that we do not know the full circumstances that caused the explosion. We suspect it was an OH&S issue that is being investigated by Workcover.


 
         Various 

Can a compliance officer walk down the south side of Bondi Road, between Watson and Avoca streets, to determine the state of staining of the new footpath, to identify the culprits in this matter, to decide whether any fines should be levied or notices issued, who is to clean the stains and who is to pay for the cleaning, and to ensure that there is a commitment from the specific proprietors (via a cleaning regime and responsible practice) that the staining will not re-occur? 
 
Response from Nada Mardini (Divisional Manager-Compliance) via Councillor Kay:
I have arranged for a Ranger to inspect and determine who is responsible for the staining. 
 

What is the status of 'No Camping' (overnight) perimeter signage (as per 2007 Council resolution), and the question as to whether 'No Camping' (overnight) signage (whether perimeter or localised) can be legally enforced?
 
Response from Peter Brennan and Nada Mardini via Councillor Kay:
A response to this was provided on the 31/3/09.  The matter has been referred to Council's solicitors week ending 3rd April for a legal opinion as to whether we can enforce perimeter signage. Once I receive the information I'll get back to you.


 
         The following item were discussed at the meeting, with recommendations that these should be directed to Council’s Enquiries centre to pursue them more directly.
 
         No parking signs either side of 64 Penkivil
 
         Corner of Paul Street and Daley Ave.  – tree roots lifting pavement 
 
         Public phone – disturbance
 
         Noisy traffic lights – warning sound
 
         Woodchip replacement at playground
 
         Old Waverley library site – replacing grass?  Any development planned?
 
 
The Meeting closed at 9.00pm.
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