Minutes of Meeting of Penkivil Precinct Held on
Monday 2nd August 2010 

At Waverley Council Chambers – Corner Bondi Road and Paul Street, Bondi
Meeting commenced at: 

7.30pm

Attendance:
Precinct Convenor Bill Mouroukas

Precinct Secretary & Traffic Rep Keith Bryars

Councillor Tony Kay

Councillor Prue Cancian (arrived late)

Bronwyn Kelly, Director – Corporate and Technical Services

Leisa Simmonds, Council’s Special Projects Coordinator

Anna Tolich, Council’s Graduate Landscape Architect/Designer

15 persons signed the attendance sheet, including 11 who were entitled to vote.

Apologies:

Mayor Sally Betts, Steve Latta, S & J Metzl 
December Meeting Date change

The Convenor advised the December meeting will now be held on Monday 29th November to avoid a clash of room bookings.
Previous Meeting Minutes: - By mutual agreement the meeting resolved that the tabled minutes of the Penkivil Precinct Committee meeting which was held on 7th June 2010, are adopted as being a true record of that meeting.
Precinct Flyers: - Flyers notifying of this meeting had not been received in Park Parade and the North side of Bon Accord Ave. The Convenor reported “Delivery in the Bondi Road area near Council Chambers occurred as late as today and the low attendance number tonight could reasonably be attributed to current poor service in delivering the flyers.”

Presentation – Funding Waverley Council’s Services 2010 – 2022

Over the last year Council working with the community has developed a strategic plan known as Waverley Together 2. The plan sets out the community’s vision of what life should be like in Waverley by 2022. Waverley Council’s Director – Corporate and Technical Services; Bronwyn Kelly, gave a presentation on the choices Council and the community have for funding ongoing existing services as well as implementing additional services identified in Waverley Together 2.

Beach Parking Permits Fee Increase

Bronwyn Kelly also explained the relevance of parking charges and fines to Council funding. Monies received from parking are a major source of Council revenue being about the same amount as monies received from rates. Concern was expressed by several questioners about the size of the increase and its impact on the elderly and disabled. Especially in Penkivil precinct where the distance to the beach is too great for most such people to be able to walk. It was suggested time limits should be imposed on residents parking if the concern was that too many residents were parking there all day. The value of freeing up parking to visitors from beyond Waverley was also queried as it was considered limiting parking acted as a natural deterrent to visits by car and this was a good thing.

Presentation on Community Gardens.

Leisa Simmonds and Anna Tolich gave a presentation on the types of Community Gardens currently being considered by Council.

As most sites considered for use as community gardens may have had previous development on them concern was expressed about soil toxicity levels in soils. The following Motion was passed:-

MOTION 1 – The Penkivil Precinct Committee request Council undertakes soil toxicity tests at the Community Garden in Clementson St Park and any other sites being considered for use as a Community Garden. Proposed Bill Mouroukas, Seconded Eva Varga, carried unanimously.
Matters arising from previous minutes

Waverley Council’s response/update to Penkivil precinct motions/actions from meeting of June 2010 

Motion 2 from April 2009 meeting
Proposal to install a Left Hand only turn sign at intersections of Waverley Crescent and Bondi Road.  Councillor Kay advised that a Traffic Management Plan had been submitted to the RTA and Council were awaiting a response (expected by end June).

Update on response
The RTA is responsible for any traffic changes and all traffic signals.
Waverley Crescent and Bondi Road require a Traffic Management Plan for the RTA approval. Council is awaiting a response.

Update at August 2010
Matter still with RTA
Cr. Kay stated he would request Council staff to again seek a resolution of this matter from the RTA.
Motion 7 from November 2009 meeting
– Council are requested to take traffic counts in Martins Ave before and after removal of the triangular island at the intersection with Ocean St. – Motion carried unanimously by the meeting.
Response

Council are currently considering options for the intersection of Martins Av and Ocean St.
Update at February 2010

Report to be provided to April meeting

Update at April 2010

Traffic options for the intersection of Martins Ave and Ocean St Nth yet to be finalised.

Update at June 2010

Report on proposed changes to traffic conditions at the intersection being submitted to the Waverley Traffic Committee for consideration at its next meeting on 24 June, 2010.

Update at August 2010
The before Counts are currently being done and Council will hold onto these results until the after counts have been completed.

RPPS – Paul St

The Convenor advised a petition to extend the RPPS Area 26 zone to include the area between the east side of Paul St between Paul Lane and Woodstock St has been presented to Council. Council is requested to provide the Precinct with a status update on this matter.

Update at August 2010
Waverley Council’s Kate McCabe (Technical Officer) will deal with extending RPPS in Paul Street. A survey is currently underway.

Motion 1 from April 2010 meeting
Penkivil Precinct supports reinstatement of the Taxi Rank in Spring St outside Council offices/Eastgate Shopping Centre. 
Response

Motion was referred to the Divisional Manager, Technical Services for noting and consideration.

Update at June 2010

Matter was considered by Waverley Traffic Committee at its meeting on 27 May, 2010.

Recommendation to alter the location of the taxi zone to be considered by Council at its upcoming meeting on 15 June, 2010.

Update at August 2010

This matter was considered by Waverley Traffic Committee at its meeting on 27 May, 2010.Recommendation to alter the location of the taxi zone was considered by Council at its meeting on 15 June, 2010 with the following decision carried:

‘That Council defer the matter to allow a further report to be prepared for the WTC that

considers the submissions received from Randwick Waverley Community Transport and the Access Committee.’
Councillor Kay advised the meeting that Council at its July meeting resolved that:- A parking area to the east of the signalised pedestrian crossing would be reserved for taxis and an area to the west of the crossing would be designated “No Parking Community Buses Excepted”. Parking for Council vehicles would only be permitted closer to Newland St.
Motion/Recommendations from June 2010 meeting
RECOMENDATION TO COUNCIL - By mutual agreement the Penkivil Precinct Committee resolved to make the following recommendation: That Council should now consider a Community Garden as a design option for the area adjacent to the School of Arts on Bondi Road.

MOTION 1 – Penkivil Precinct advises Council that they are supportive of the Community Garden ideal within the Penkivil Precinct. Proposed Annie Sutherland, Seconded Julia Varga. Passed unanimously.
Response

The above recommendations were referred to the Special Projects Coordinator and was addressed in the presentation by Waverley Council at the 2nd August Penkivil precinct meeting. 

Consequently, Leisa Simmonds informed the meeting that consideration may be given a Community Garden “On a temporary basis”, as Council is developing long term plans for this site, which is not expected to be finalised for some time.
MOTION 2 – Council request Sydney Buses consider routing an express between Bondi Beach and the City that by passes Bondi Junction by travelling along Syd Enfield Drive Proposed Keith Bryars Seconded Eva Varga passed with 1 abstention.
Response
Motion was referred to the STA for consideration and reply.

MOTION 3 – Council consider closure of Martins Ave as a cul-de-sac just to the west of Simpson St. Agreed to by 12 residents, 4 against and 7 abstained.
Response

Motion was referred to the Divisional Manager for consideration.

Council has reviewed the operation of Martins Avenue and its closure has been rejected.

Recently Council agreed to changes to the intersection of Martins and Ocean. 

Basically it involves the opening up of Martins to west bound traffic and installation of a raised platform to slow vehicles.
MOTION 4 – Council consider installing a raised pedestrian crossing in Penkivil St to the South of the Martins Ave intersection or raised speed tables either side of the Martins Ave intersection. Agreed to by 11 residents the rest abstained.
Response
Motion was referred to the Divisional Manager for consideration. This request requires resources that are not currently budgeted. Council will review this request in the next budget cycle.
Matters Arising from June 2010 meeting continued.....
Dogs off leash: - Eva Varga raised the following issues.

· More areas for dogs off leash are required in Waverley. Where are the off leash area in Waverley and what times do they apply?

Response: Council has no plans at present to create new off-leash parks for dog exercise. 

The off leash dog exercise area in Waverley Park - is located on the flat area below the main reservoir and north of where the tennis courts used to be. Access is off the end of Paul Street or Goldie St/James St. There are no time restrictions. This area was determined in the 1993 Waverley Park Plan of Management. 

· Council should consider setting times for allowing dogs off leash in Waverley Park.

Response: Through development of the Masterplan process for the Park it was clear that we had few opportunities for dual use of open space with dog exercise, due to the potential for conflicts. So it is unlikely that we can achieve off leash dog exercise use at particular times in this park

There are many issues to consider in providing a range of range of recreation experiences in the park, through children’s play, sporting activities, and informal activities like walking through the park. Many of these are not consistent with dogs running freely at any time. The challenge is always to provide a balance between facilities and activities without conflicts.
· Objected to Councils proposal to levy a special insurance on dangerous dog species.

The Convenor advised he would seek further information over these issues with Council.

Response: Council can not introduce liability insurance as it has no powers to amend the legislation (Companion Animals Act). This can only be done by the State Government. As a result Council resolved to write to the NSW Government. A letter been sent to the Department of Local Government in line with Council's resolution of 18/5/10. To date no response has been received.
(SEE WAVERLEY COUNCIL MINUTE EXTRACT ON FOLLOWING PAGE)

Matters Arising from June 2010 meeting continued.....
This is a Minute Extract from the Waverley Council Meeting held on 18 May 2010.

1005.10.4

Liability insurance scheme for owners of dangerous dog breeds (A02/0121)

The following Motion is a revised version of the Notice of Motion submitted by Crs Clayton and Sloan:

MOTION / DECISION  (Clayton / Sloan)

That Waverley Council write to the NSW Government requesting introduction of a liability insurance scheme for owners of dangerous dog breeds, as defined by the Companion Animals Act 1998 and other relevant legislation.

BACKGROUND

There have been serious dog attacks on people as well as other animals.  Unfortunately the added trauma to the community with these attacks, as well as expensive medical bills and possible financial hardships, are being incurred far too often in our local government area.  Recovering these expenses through the services of lawyers has been a great burden on our communities without insurance in place for dog owners.

In light of the reported 666 attacks on people from January 1st to March 31st 2010 and 456 attacks on other animals, this compulsory insurance for all ‘restricted and dangerous dogs’, which is the state wide classification, would cover the expenses incurred with hospitalisation and veterinary clinic services.
Crossing Lights at Ocean and Watson Street

Julia Varga complained the time is too short. She described the difficulty she has in crossing within the set time with two very young children in hand.

The Convenor advised he would submit a Service Desk request to have the Green Light Pedestrian Crossing times extended at these intersections.
Response

Council will write to the RTA regarding the green pedestrian phase of the signals at Bondi and Watson and Bondi and Ocean requesting they review the timing with a view to increasing the green phase because of the large elderly population using the signals.
Please note Service Desk #111696 also relates to the matter of Green Walk Light Crossing time settings at Watson and Ocean Streets. 
Matters Arising from June 2010 meeting continued.....
Shared Bike/Pedestrian Path Old South Head Road

At the meeting of the Penkivil Precinct Committee held on Monday 7th June 2010, concerns were raised for pedestrian safety over the Old South Head Road southern side pavement which provides for shared pedestrian/cyclist use between Bon Accord Avenue and Bondi Road. During the discussion the point was raised that; As there is no pedestrian crossing at the intersection with Syd Einfeld Drive linking Oxford Street and Old South Head Road (northern side), it is very dangerous to cross the intersection at Syd Einfeld Drive and consequently, the O-S-H Rd northern side footpath is under-utilized, while the southern footpath is crowded with both pedestrians and cyclists during peak hours.

It was suggested that moving the shared pathway in Old South Head Road from the southern side (Jurisdiction Waverley Council) to the northern side (Jurisdiction Woollahra Council) should be considered as Cyclists could cross to the southern side of the street at the O-S-H & Edgecliff Roads lights, and rejoin the current cycle way at Bon Accord Avenue.
Response
Request was forwarded to the Divisional Manager Technical Services and to the Manager Transport and Development for consideration and follow up.

Vivian Falk reported to the meeting that she had been knocked over by a cyclist on this section of footpath

Service Desk #94990 relates the dumped rubbish in Ocean Street North and as recorded in the June minutes the Precinct has asked the area be considered a hot spot. The Convenor has updated this SDR to reflect this.

Service Desk #108505 relates to the replacement of traffic signage at the corner of Bondi Rd and Council Street. This has not been discussed at meetings but the Convenor had lodged it for the Precinct.

At 10 July the Convenor observed that the damaged sign has been removed but yet to be replaced.
Traffic

The Traffic Representative reported that most of the current traffic issues had already been discussed but in relation to the Martins Ave/Ocean St Intersection the following motion was passed.

MOTION 2:- Penkivil Precinct request Council consider closure of Martins Ave just to the west of Simpson St as part of their review of safety issues at the intersections of Penkivil St/Martins Ave, Martins Ave/Simpson St and Wellington St/Edward St:- Proposed Keith Bryars, Seconded Eva Varga, 0 against, 6 abstained.
General Business

BON ACCORD AVENUE CLOSURES

The Convenor advised dates and times advised by Council for closure of Bon Accord Ave:

1. Bon Accord Avenue be closed at Old South Head Road and at the

intersection of Flood Lane with Bon Accord Avenue for the following dates and approximate times:
Day - 

Date - 


Approximate Times -
Thursday 

9 September 2010 
8:30am - 1:45pm

Friday 

10 September 2010 
8:30am - 1:45pm

Friday 

17 September 2010 
5:00pm - 9:15pm

Saturday 

18 September 2010 
8:30am - 7:00pm

Also, due to a concert which is to be held at the Synagogue on;

Wednesday 
20 October 2010 

6.00pm-8.00pm

2. Council will be responsible for implementing the road closures. Council staff

to supervise the road closures to facilitate resident and emergency vehicles access. The exact times of the road closures be determined by the Council officers on duty.

3. Residents be able to enter and exit Bon Accord Avenue by vehicle during

the road closures at the discretion of the Council officers on duty.

4. Council to advise the residents of the road closure dates and

times fourteen days prior to the date of the first road closure via a letter box drop:

Bon Accord Avenue resident; Kerrie Lee proposed Council should advise times for closure earlier to allow residents to plan their movements well in advance.
Waverley Park Play Ground Gate

Julia Varga reported the gate to the children’s playground in Waverley Park doesn’t close. The Convenor will issue a service desk request on this.
Playground Surface Materials

Eva Varga suggested Council should now advise the Penkivil Precinct of the results of Council’s review of different types of playground surfaces and timing for the replacement of older type wood chip surfaces. The Convenor to follow this up with Council

SOLAR TECHNOLOGY DA REQUIREMENTS

It was considered DA requirements for installation of solar panels on heritage listed buildings or within Heritage Areas was unnecessarily onerous. The Convenor stated he had discussed the matter with Council’s Emily Scott at the Mobile Mayor Function held on 1st August and would seek further response from Council on potential changes to the process. 

---------------------------------------------- CONVENORS NOTE ---------------------------------------

My personal suggestions to Ms. Scott were not presented as Convenor and representative of Penkivil Precinct, but as an individual resident. Due to the Precinct Meeting running over time, my suggestions were not discussed in detail, however as the matter was raised by another Penkivil Precinct resident (Kerrie Lee), I provide my suggestions for potential future discussion. I wrote this with a view of both Photo Voltaic and Hot Water panels:

1. A DA should not be required if the array cannot be seen from the street level at front or rear of the property including heritage area/item.

2. A DA should not be required if a solar installation is viewable from the street level at the rear of a property and the viewable array does not exceed 9 panels, (The average 1.5kw PV system uses 9 panels) and is fitted wholly upon the main roof surface with a minimum 30cm distance from property boundaries, including heritage area/item.

3. Operational efficiency is impacted by panel orientation to the sun. I have read that a north facing panel set at 34 degrees to the horizontal is generally most suitable for Sydney installations.  The use of mounting brackets that raise the panels closer to an optimum orientation should be permitted without the requirement of a DA when the array also conforms to condition (2) including heritage area/item. 

4. An application to remove a privately owned tree which would shade a potential solar installation should be considered on its merits. Such an application should not necessitate the provision of formal drawings nor should the potential solar installation automatically provide grounds for the removal of the tree. 

5. The condition that over a five year period requires 75% of electricity generated by the installation in a 12 month average must be used on site should be deleted as clean energy is desirable, whoever produced it. 

6. A DA should not be required where the installation of a solar array is to be situated upon a recent addition to a heritage item and the solar array is not viewable from the front street.

7. In the case of residential Solar Technology Installations on non unit blocks, Council should consider easing the requirements to provide professionally produced documentation for Site Plans, Elevations and Sections, A4 Notification Plans and a Statement of Environmental Effects.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Meeting Closed at 10.00pm

Next Meeting Monday 11 October 7.30pm

