Dover Heights Precinct Minutes.
Held at Kesser Torah (Yeshiva) College, Blake St, Dover Heights on 

8th November 2004

Apologies:

Paul Wilmot, Hilma O’Reilly, Valerie Saffer, Rob Brian,

Attendance: Constable Jane Heffernan, Crs Betts, Kay, Council Officer: Nicole Stevens and as per attendance sheet 

John Lewis: Convenor, Michael Lewis: Secretary

Meeting commenced at 7:35pm.

JL: Agenda Format: Asked for smaller font and more detail – as supplied by him.

Moved to First Item

Constable Heffernan – Security
Asked for question – distributed pamphlets with hints on car security precautions and crime prevention for seniors.

Suggested that residents put themselves in position of intruder and test house security.

Can intruders cut glass without residents hearing? Rarely try to smash windows because of noise – security film now exists to hinder glass breakage.

Police can now take DNA samples as well as fingerprints.

If a break and enter while you are there? Do you pretend to sleep. Don’t approach but maybe make a noise from the distance. Most thieves are only interested in stealing. Don’t confront.

What are the most common times for B and E. Probably during the day.

Ron Nothman: 3M makes a security film

JL: Windscreens broken last year, were smashed by juveniles. If a person is charged does the insurance company waive the excess? 

What are the differences for dealing with Juveniles and Adults? 

JH: 1997 – Young Offenders act. No automatic police record. Warning, caution, and conference before charge.

With caution, usually retail store, gets property back, conference discusses issues with possible restitution. 

JL: 80-90 windscreens smashed in one night – Why can’t all the aggrieved parties place a claim. Due to privacy concerns, we can’t find out who else’s property was damaged in this event.

JH: Police must follow act.

JL Can you take civil action against minor – parents. Not against parents. No criminal court will order a minor to pay off a substantial amount.

JH: 70-80% of young offenders never offend again.

Don’t leave any property in car – only in secure garages – maybe.

JL: Council policy is limiting the number of garages on a property.

Cadigal Place: Drug issues – noted decrease of police presence – active use by drug users. Police should approach quietly – not inadvertedly alerting them.

JL: Alternate between Cadigal and end of Wentworth.

JH. Please advise police about cars etc.

XX: Also happens at Dudley Page Reserve.

JH: Police are aware of most issues and try to cover them.

XX: Gangs of well dressed local young people, carrying lumps of wood, breaking up parties etc.

JH: Call police right away.

Ms XX: Are Dover Height’s break-ins increasing. 

JH: All calls go to central centre and are passed on to nearest police car which will arrive as soon as possible.

JL: New Years Eve huge issue for people living near Dudley Page Reserve. We try to improve each year on basis of previous experience. Waverley Community Safety have looked at NYE issues. All surrounding streets should be clear-way’ed.

BK: Military Rd parking? Problem with parking fines placed on cars parking on verge. Parking on Military Rd dangerous – narrows the road to dangerous width. No one in any level of government interested.

JL: Must park legally on both sides to force the issue. Speed of Military Rd has been slowed down to a much safer level.

Richard Morris: Can locals be made aware by email of crime trends? 

JH: Informs Wentworth Courier but never any details – only ever by suburb.

At meetings, usually details recent issues.

RN: Is 3 metes the distance from an unbroken line in centre?

Meeting thanked Constable Heffernan for excellent efforts.

Safety and Security => Traffic Issues
Cr Tony Kay: Security 

Asked for details from the council’s manager of parking. PPOs (parking patrol officers - 20/28 in operation) Effectiveness will eventually improve. 

ML: Would like to see all removed. Despicable – Just collecting revenue – acting against the interest of residents and shopkeepers. Meters should cease at 6:00PM and not operate on Saturday afternoon and Sunday in most areas.

Hilton Cohn: Should form subcommittee to investigate local parking and road safety issues.

RN: Trucks parking at North Bondi. Edge of golf course is non residential. 4.5 tonne axle weight limit.

JL: Should pursue safety issues.

JL: Cost of widening roadway is huge and increases speeds.

ML: Traffic and Parking Subcommittee needed:

Issues:

1. verge parking

2. metered areas

3. North Bondi trucks

RN nominated as committee head.

Motion: Dover Heights Precinct set up Traffic and Parking subcommittee

Proposed: B. Skipstead, Seconded R Morris

Carried unanimously:

RN, Hilton Cohn nominated as members

TK: As part of his safety consultation with Council Parking manager, Council requires list of places when and where there are safety issues.

 

Matters Arising from the Minutes of the 9th August Precinct Meeting:

See agenda

 

Minutes accepted,

Moved: Tanya Gilerman Seconded: K Kuo 

 

Child Care Centre Issue 
JL: rejected by council and sent to land and Environment

TG: Council and 39 residents objecting - no proper pick up and set downs, high intensity, traffic, parking noise problems. Discussing strategy with council’s solicitors.

JL: Agenda (truncated) caused another home base child care centre operator to call him. 

Last year council allowed a home based child care centre at 17 Myuna Rd in Dec 2003. Gave a 12 month trial. Owner wants review to be dropped using a Section 96 variation. To date, 4 objections. Currently 5 children with staggered drop off.

TG: comparing 5 vs 28 children

JL: Lancaster Rd was originally approved for a small number of children. Leap frogging used to increase numbers – at over 29 children can sell to one of the chains at a huge profit.

ML: Land and Environment allow all to speak. 

MS: Different licences and different specifications.

TG: In past, when 10 children were approved, this was supposed to be the max number. Subsequently increased to 13 without proper notice.

ML: L and E always looks for "compromise". Photo and Video drop off – on day of hearing, centre may be closed

KK: 10 to 13 occurred without proper notification..

 

Security and New Years Eve
RN: Member of Safety Committee.

Safe gang still working area – not found yet.

A safe must be solid and installed, buried in concrete floor with safe welded in.

RN: believes that ex-installers and opportunistic exist.

Current gangs are very professional. Electronic experts, abseilers….

Spoke to police experts, "Boss", about damage done to houses near to Dudley Page Reserve. Officially: Incidents from groups of youths, mostly from outside the area.

Also local school children getting drunk – some for fun and then being attacked by outside gangs whom local teenagers refer to as "The Lebs".

Last Saturday week a group assaulted a local youth with a wheel brace and kicking.

3 people of interest – charges will be laid but severity depend on evidence gathered.

On "Halloween" there was damage done to local houses. One house was "egged" and male owner of house was assaulted with eggs.

Residents must be immediately proactive – call police. More calls, reporting an incident, gives "brownie" points, allowing local police to justify an increase in number of local officers.

RN: A lot of people complain that police never come. A call to 000 always raises a response.

All calls are time logged and response time and return time are also logged.

RN: Problems with Saturday night – residents complaining. The more calls, the more they can respond. Police will increase resources to Dudley Page.

 

New Years Eve
Increase in numbers of police this year – will move some of police from Bondi to Dudley Page. Will increase clearway. Waverley police will now also cover up to DP till midnight. Clearing of DP will occur earlier, around 1:00am.

"Boss" will come to next meeting to discuss NYE just past and future.

RN: Suggested security lighting which is user-friendly lighting running on "need". Waverley Council doing a feasibility study. Suggested that lights be trialled at southern end, specially over path.

Suggested moving play area to centre of Reserve.

Where can teenagers go to? Not a new problem, but more violent now.

Michelle Gentian: What about toilets and alcohol on NYE. MUST be alcohol free zone without exception.

RN: Police turn a blind eye to family groups.

XX: Lives opposite to DP. Has now become #1 hot spot. Too dark to police effectively.

RN: police presence will be vastly increased, tolerance will be less and they will clear it earlier.

RN: Suggested that video cameras be installed but privacy issues were raised.

Local kids drinking and gangs from elsewhere.

 

Motion 2:

For New Years Eve at Dudley page Reserve 

Dover Heights Precinct requests that the number of toilets be increased to at least 20 and spread over the whole reserve and be serviced during the previous day and the night.

More garbage bins should be spread over Reserve.

The Reserve should be extremely well lit except for the firework period.

The consumption of alcohol should be banned (at all times) and the ban strictly enforced. This ban should be advertised. For example a banner placed across Military Road. Advertisements should declare it as an "alcohol free zone". Notification should be made to backpacker residences. This ban should extend to all parks in Dover Heights, including Caffyn Park

The Council be reimbursed for the extra expenditure by the State Government.

Proposed. Hilton Cohn, Seconded, Richard Morris

Carried unanimously.

Bowling Club Site
Notices of intent have been served by private certifier for illegal woks.

Application for caretaker to on site

Dual Occupancy
JL: Application for expansion of the permitted small Dual Occ house to be extended using "the small block of land" DCP.

Should be forever tied into the Floor/space ratio originally granted. 

Building of very large house in back should not block view corridor.

Sydney Water Tunnel
Article in Sunday Telegraph October 17th – Project Dropped

Cliff Walk
Getting marker dots 

Meeting closed at 10:00pm

Next meeting 14th February 2005 

Next year’s Meetings

Mon 14th May 2005

Mon 16th May 2005

Mon 8th August 2005

Mon 14th November 2005
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