Bondi Junction Precinct Minutes.
WEDNESDAY 19TH MAY 2004

6:30 pm WAVERLEY LIBRARY THEATRETTE

Precinct Executive present: Les Wicks, Chair, Co-Convenor

Mark Kerrins, Minutes

Prue Mackay, Co-Convenor

Peter Lynch

Paula Gallagher

Eric Gyors

Councillors present: Councillor Peter Moscatt, Mayor

Councillor Mora Main

Councillor Kerryn Sloan

Council staff present: Nicole Stevens, Waverley Council Community Liaison Officer

Guest speakers: Constable Jane Heffernan, Crime Prevention Officer, NSW Police Eastern Suburbs Area

ain Johnston, Westfield

Apologies: Jim Culbertson

Tom Wharton

Minutes of previous meeting were tabled and taken as read.

Welcome to our newly elected ward councillors Mayor Cr Peter Moscatt, Cr Mora Main and Cr Kerryn Sloan and to our newly appointed Community Liaison officer Nicole Stevens.

Public thank you to Prue Mackay, a long standing member of the Bondi Junction Precinct Executive who will not be re-standing for election to the Executive this year.

Address by the Mayor, Cr Peter Moscatt

Election candidates are now councillors, with all three major parties comprising all committees, which tend to run smoothly.

Issues affecting Lawson:

1. Bondi Junction and Westfield development. Traffic generated from the 3,300 parking will mean that at peak times of the year there could be an expected turn around of around 5 times a day, will make traffic management difficult. After a settling down period after completion there will be a traffic review sometime in September 2004. 

2. Aged care accommodation in the area is an important matter. 670 beds in the area are no longer available, with the elderly having to move out of the area to find appropriate accommodation. Stake holders need to be approached – Church groups etc. to try and stop this problem. 

3. Childcare facilities need to be maintained and remain at an affordable cost. 

Peter would like to see more of these Community issues appear on our Agenda.

Since the election of the new Council, Council meetings have gone well. He is available to discuss issues by phone / fax / email and you will always get a response.

Address by Cr Mora Main (Chair of the Development Control Committee)

Thanks for re-election.

Environment is high on the agenda in Bondi Junction, which we should be conscious of.

Community services also important – aged care; the less well off; affordable housing.

Councillors are accessible. The Bondi Junction community is an engaging and intellectual one, and as a community we need to protect our residences and develop our cultural opportunities such as our civic attributes – the Mall, and our great library. These are all quality attributes. We have a livable city with (public) transport, pedestrian walkways and cycleways.

Address by Cr Kerryn Sloan

There is a focus on Bondi Junction. In the next 18 months a new LEP will be rolled out of Council and we all have the opportunity to be stakeholders in this - to help determine the types of uses that sets the scene for our social fabric. We need to comment to "get it right" for our long term planning guidelines, especially with matter such as traffic after the Westfield completion.

Aged care concerns are a priority as apparent from the ‘satellite seating’ program she introduced.

The precinct motion to ‘lock-down’ parking meters after hours to attract people after-hours to the junction and provide more resident parking has been presented at council and will be looked at in the next few months.

We need to protect against the State Government expanding the current ‘Parking levies’

A street cleaning and grass mowing committee is to be convened to give better service, also moved at last Council meeting.

She remains a member of the Arts Committee.

All three major parties work together.

Police Report by Constable Jane Heffernan

1. An arrest has been made for a local murder. 

2. Stealing in Oxford Street today where a lady was pick-pocketed near Bronte Rd, by a 28-30 year old male, 170cm, slim build with neck length curly hair. 

3. On 12 May a 28 year old man was arrested on fraud when presenting a fake drivers license. 

4. On the 13 May a man was arrested for stealing a mobile phone and handbag, which were both later recovered. 

5. An 18 year old was arrested for malicious damage whilst caught in the act of spray painting 5 residences in Bondi Junction. 

Questions and Answers:

Q. Can the description of the offender in item 2 be circulated to shop keepers?

A. Normally this would occur as a matter of course, however a more detailed description required.

Q. How to overcome problems with letter-box thieving.

A. Increase security of box and organise for collection of important documents, credit Credit cards etc.

Q. Has anything been done about the tree vandalism in the Mall, including the lights? (from Frank Wheeler).

A. Doesn’t think anyone has been arrested to date. 

Matter arising – motions from previous meeting.

As listed on back of Agenda sheet.

Plans for Bondi Junction Mall & Interchange Link presented by Eric Gyors

Eric reported on discussions from the last "Bondi Junction Committee" meeting.

1. Plans have been submitted to improve the western part of Oxford Street – from the Mall to the bus interchange. A scheme with trees down the centre of the street was chosen, however Sydney Buses have a problem with this scheme. The committee is looking for alternatives for tree planting – with water mains and drainage to the southern side of the street another problem to overcome besides the buses. The aim is to provide Bondi Junction with a pleasing gateway. 

2. Traffic problems are a major concern, particularly with Westfield nearing full completion. Council has adopted a ‘wait and see’ attitude and will undertake a traffic study three months after completion of Westfield. Eric believes that traffic should be looked at now, that in three months time it will be a mess. A concept to have access off Syd Enfield drive into Westfield was mooted, but this would also have the adverse impact of reducing pedestrian traffic through the Mall. 

Questions and Answers:

Q. What is planned for the connection between the interchange and the Mall?

A. An agreement has been reached to provide a direct link down Rowe Street to the trains. Project is on Councils agenda, but no real time frame at present. Matter slightly complicated by an existing DA approval and the BJ Strategic plan.

Q. Markets in the Mall – are people happy with them?

A. They are bringing people into the area, but not necessarily bringing more trade.

Needs more time to determine.

Q. Buses travelling through the Junction – but a number of bus stops have gone

Particularly near medical centres.

A. The bus stops that have been removed are meant to be restored down Oxford Street. The Westfield speaker will have more to say on this. Buses should be back to Oxford Street / Grosvenor Street route in approximately three weeks time.

Several people commented on the hard job faced by bus drivers

Q. When the markets pack-up and leave there is a mess left.

A. Response from Coucillors Main and Sloan: there are plans underway to purchase a

steam cleaning machine for the Mall, there is still work to be done to complete the Mall, will bring this matter up before the Bondi Junction Committee.

Development Application (DA) update presented by Mark Kerrins.

· 67 – 69 Denison St, Bondi Junction (DA 50/2004), Uniting Church Site 

This application has been to the SEPP 65 review panel and a number of concerns were raised: Ebley Street elevation needs to be more in keeping with

Conservation Area. The ‘water-tanks’, although fulfilling Councils environmental sustainability criteria are aesthetically a concern. 

The density of the proposal seems high.

The applicant will address these issues and is to have a meeting with Council staff on Monday next, 24 May, after which the assessing officer will inform Mark of the outcome.

· 31 – 33 Botany St, Bondi Junction (DA 518/2003) 

This application has been deferred. Council is awaiting the applicant to submit new plans. The applicant has appointed a new architect who seems to be more in-line with Council’s approach to the site.

· 84 Ruthven St, Bondi Junction (DA 854/2003) 

This application has not been presented at a Precinct Public meeting, but was of concern to a number of residences and to the Precinct Executive. This application is still under consideration and will probably go to the next Council DBU meeting.

Westfield Development

Eric Gyors spoke to the meeting advising that the Precinct Executive had approached DIPNAR (former Dept of Planning / Planning NSW), as the consent authority, for information relating to this development. No information was forthcoming. The Executive then requested the Local Federal member, Hon. Peter King to approach DIPNAR to request a representative to address this meeting.

DIPNAR responded and unfortunately were unable to have representation at this meeting.

In response DIPNAR mentioned that changes undertaken at Westfield were with the approval of Sydney Buses. That Section 96 requests (7 of them) had been forwarded to Waverley Council. No mention of traffic changes were made.

Another issue Eric raised was of the helicopter arrival to site without the knowledge of Waverley Council, Bondi Junction Committee or any other local body. The point being that the lines of communication from Westfield (and DIPNAR) need to be a lot clearer, especially with the issues of traffic now upon us.

Prue Mackay then read out a motion and addressed this motion:

Motion:

That Bondi Junction Precinct requests Westfield and DIPNAR and Waverley Council, as the joint bodies responsible for administering the conduct of the BL Westfield Development Consent, address the following issues of concern

Current issues of concern are:

1) Section 96 applications are not being widely enough distributed for comment amongst the community.

2) Westfield's Myer car park facades are ugly and clash with residential streetscapes.

3) the Hollywood Ave car park is apparently ignoring its operational limitations (should close at 9pm).

4) the Grey Street loading zone is open 24 hours, contrary to permission.

5) contrary to plan, substantial ventilation noise is affecting residents across Bondi Junction all-night. No baffling has yet been installed. Issues 3 & 4 make it worse.

6) external awnings provide virtually no public shelter & discourage pedestrian egress from the centre.

7) loud overnight noise from forklifts etc continue to escape the confines of the centre.

8) poor policing of the site has resulted in co-ordinated vandalism of council property at the Grafton St public car park.

9) bus diversions from Oxford Street to residential areas have severely degraded quality of life and are, for most of the time, for convenience - not necessity.

10) dangerous pedestrian interface at Waverley Street carpark exit, pedestrian crossing & flashing lights should be installed.

1. a massive problem is brewing arising from the narrowing of Oxford Street. Tens of thousands of commuters will be inconvenienced or delayed on a daily basis as buses hit this bottleneck with less bus stands & no shelter." 

2. Westfield ‘Hotline’ and communication ‘at large’ needs to be improved. 

Point 12) was added to the motion when this issue was raised by Don White (from the Harbour View Resident Group).

Iain Johnston (of Westfield) then addressed the meeting.

He has worked on the project since 1996, then in 1997 the Minister for Planning called the project in. The Work’s were approved in accordance with the initial application and two subsequent Section 96 applications in 2000. Approval was granted in 2001. A number of Section 1(a)’s were also approved.

Iain said that Westfield had taken reasonable steps to notify all parties of what was happening with the project, and that Westfield was here for the long term. Iain then responded to each of the issues contained in the motion:

1. All Section 96’s will be made available to us 

2. This issue will be addressed once building work complete 

3. This upstairs car park is currently still part of the Construction zone, but in one to one and a half weeks it will close at 9pm. It was not made clear if down ramps also would be closed at 9pm. 

4. The loading zone closes at 9pm, however it is also still being used as a construction zone, which can be used 24 hours. 

5. Not all acoustic materials are in place at the moment, but levels should be down to 50%. 

6. Awnings that have been built are what was approved. 

7. Apologies for this - will try and overcome problem. 

8. Westfield will play a part in tidying up, but this is a Council matter. 

9. There have been progressive diversions of buses as Oxford Street has been dug up. There are upgrade works occurring at the moment, which should be completed mid June. 

10. Recognizes this as an issue. 

11. The reduction in lanes from four to two will work successfully. 

12. Hotline to be improved. 

Iain concluded by adding that a traffic management study is to be undertaken in relation to traffic lights and with computer modelling will try and achieve an efficient working with Waverley Council.

Les Wicks then queried Iain over the Grey St and Hollywood exists and the possible nightmare for bus uses along the Oxford Street section.

The motion was then put to the meeting, seconded by Peter Lynch.

Motion passed unanimously.

Election of Executive

Les Wicks vacated the chair, which was then taken by Nicole Stevens, Waverley Council Community Liaison Co-ordinator. Nicole thanked Les for his services as Co-convenor over the past year and then called for nominations to the executive.

Nominations: Les Wicks by Prue Mackay seconded by Eric Gyors

Eric Gyors by Les Wicks seconded by Prue Mackay

Peter Lynch by Paula Gallagher seconded by Marcia West

Mark Kerrins by Gabrielle Haumesser seconded by Les Wicks

Paula Gallagher by Eric Gyors seconded by Les Wicks

Tony Moses by Eric Gyors seconded by Peter Lynch

Gabrielle Haumesser by Les Wicks seconded by Prue Mackay

Linda Heaphy by Paula Gallagher seconded by Les Wicks

Linda (although a business owner in Bondi Junction was asked if she would be willing to be nominated to join the executive).

New executive elected and to meet within two weeks to resolve positions on executive.

Les Wicks then resumed chair for the remainder of the meeting.

General Business

Item 1, put forward by Linda Heaphy – a business owner on Oxford Street west.

A number of issues raised by Linda

1. The poor practice of trolley and rubbish dumping in the streets and alleyways; what is the development program for the west end of Oxford Street; Council have raised the rates along this part of the street; how will traffic be affected by the proposed changes. 

2. What are the types of businesses allowed into the area – more convenience stores, pornography stores? 

There is a meeting proposed between Peter King (Federal member) and Cr. Kerryn Sloan to discuss the issue of brothels etc. in the area. 

3. buses turning at the corner of Oxford and Newland Streets causing problems with pedestrian safety, noise pollution and exhaust. Rangers should be policing this. Can contact EPA with offenders’ details, rego, date, time, location etc for on-the-spot fines to be issued. 

4. Plane trees planted in the Mall are a source of allergy 

Mora main responded by saying that the types of plane trees used were low-allergy. 

5. The lack of Mall cleanliness needs to be addressed. 

Item 2 put forward by Yvonne Bergman.

The main issue raised by Yvonne was the poor state of the Mall.

The Mall markets are tacky and not up to the standard expected from the outset.

Are the sails in the Mall able to be down during winter to allow sunlight in?

The musical buskers in the Mall are a source of noise to the residents in the neighbouring hi-rise apartments. Aren’t the buskers meant to have permits?

Yvonne then put three motions to the meeting:

Motion:

1. That the Bondi Junction Precinct requests that Council monitor the quality of the market stalls on the Thursday, Friday and Saturday market days. 
Put by Yvonne Bergman seconded by Phyl Glasser

Motion: 

2. That the Bondi Junction Precinct request that Council ensures that Council rangers monitor the licenses (and quality) of buskers. 
Put by Yvonne Bergman seconded by Linda Heaphy

Motion: 

3. That Bondi Junction Precinct requests Council to investigate the use of the Mall sails as to whether they can be lowered during winter. 

Put by Yvonne Bergman seconded by Alan Stevens.

All three motions passed.

Item 3 put forward by Frank Wheeler.

1) Buses are blocking traffic turning from Grafton Street into Grosvenor Street.

Council is aware of this and the Traffic committee is working on this problem.

2) Ebley Street parking (near "Athletes Foot") makes it difficult to turn at this intersection.

This is only a temporary situation and is meant to return to original configuration after Westfield work completed.

Other Items

Cr. Mora Main asked us to "Dob in a Dumper"

Either by phoning Waverley Council Call Centre ph 9369 8000

Or by phoning the Service Ranger mob 0414-884 393

and to also identify the ‘hot spots’ to the Waste Education Officer, David Follinglein 

ph 9319 4064

Alternate time of meeting was discussed. Starting at 6:30 – 8:30 was felt to be better than 7:00 – 9:00 as to avoid conflict with library closing at 9pm, where vehicles have to be out by ten to 9:00.

Meeting closed at 8:30pm

