Dover Heights Precinct Minutes.
Held at Kesser Torah (Yeshiva) College, Blake St, Dover Heights on 

9th August 2004

Apologies:

Tifa Abrams

Attendance: Crs Betts, Kay and as per attendance sheet 

John Lewis: Convenor, Michael Lewis: Secretary

Meeting commenced at 7:39pm.

Minutes of 2003 AGM – August 2003

The minutes of this meeting were "recalled" and accepted.

Moved, Reg Jewell, Seconded Hilma O'Reilly.

Annual Report – 2003 - 2004 Convenor.

Convenor’s Report:-

ANNUAL REPORT OF CONVENOR: D.H PRECINCT.....AGM 9.8.2004

The Dover Heights precinct held four meetings during 2003 - 2004.  The major issues facing the DH precinct this year were:

- the situation regarding attempts to lodge DA's with Council to divide and rezone the land occupied by YESHIVA (Now KESSER TORAH) College.

- the increasing number of dual occupancy applications in Dover Heights and their impact on neighbouring residents and the built environment

- problems regarding security and public safety at night caused by teenage parties at Dudley Page Reserve

- the silence relating to "sleeping issues" such as the Dover Heights Sewage Tunnel and the Dover Heights High School redevelopment project.

- the continuing saga of the development of the old DHBC site, following the decision by the Land & Environment Court to permit SEPP 5 home units on the site.

I would like to thank Michael Lewis for his hard work in writing such excellent minutes, our sub-committee chairpersons.  I would like to congratulate Cr Tony Kay on his election to council as a Hunter Ward councillor and congratulate Cr Sally Betts on her re-election and thank her for her tireless efforts in representing the interests of the Dover Heights Precinct to council and I thank you all for your attendance and support.

John Lewis

Convenor

Elections

Election of office BEARERS

Cr Betts took chair and called for nominations

Convenor: John Lewis PW + carried

Secretary: Michael Lewis VS + carried

Hugh Bamford - R Nothman

Sydney Water Tunnel – P Cappe and T Abrams

High School as before

Bowling Club Site – Goodman

Overdevelopment and Dual Occupancy as before

Matters Arising from the Minutes of the 10th May 2004 Precinct Meeting:

Bus Shelter at Military Rd and Blake St

Done

Dover Heights Campus of Rose Bay Secondary College

See later

Dover Heights Bowling Club Site

See later

Over Development – Dual Occupancy

See later JL: at least 40% of Dover Heights applications are for dual occ

Traffic Changes to be Made at Intersection of Curlewis St, Simpson St, Old South Head Rd, Wellington St and Blair St 

Tony Kay

Work now completed. Will be a reviewed to compare operation of intersection with terms of reference. (10 different objectives) – May not be done till next year. Precinct should think about it. 

TK would like to see replacement of lost parking – eg Simpson Nth angle.

Will also look at speeds, Safety etc.

JL Businesses should be considered. 

TK Triangular property owner will put in a DA – legal constraints. – currently only bulky goods.

JL Important site – very first thing you see when you get to Bondi.

TK Review may have commenced before next meeting. Precinct should appoint a traffic rep. to liase between review and precinct.

 

ML Very happy about operation at 9.00 to 9.15 in the morning.

TK like to look at exceptional high loads. 

JL Won’t re-phase traffic lights.

Paul Wilmot: Turn left is now open more – but this will not work on other peak days. 

 

 

DAs for Yeshiva College by Meriton – Subdivision into 2 Lots

Did not proceed,

Cr Betts: Subdivision Applications will be withdrawn and ownership of school changed.

May again in future come back with subdivision of synagogue from school – but council will require parking for synagogue.

Should be a separate DCP for the development of any large parcel – "perpetuates use".

Would be a pity if resources were lost.

Cr Betts: Council is so busy that such items would go to back of list unless developments were to arise.

R Jewell Best if synagogue and school were (as is) under the same title

Cr Betts – would need a rezoning to split off site.

The reality is that the two organizations are quite separate.

Water Bans

Does council have control in building of a pool?

JL Either get a certifier who approves in 3 days or get council to discuss it at length and have greens put in extra requirements,

State govt have adopted regulations for new pools like council’s – pool covers.

Parking Meters at Bondi Junction and Bondi Beach

Cr Betts.

Liberal councillors want to allow residents to have some free parking at the meters using smart cards. Wants to know the down time of meters. A free-time allowance would reduce vandalism. Report in 2 weeks.

JL Meters to turn over parking – which works 

Needs to be clear statement on real hours of inspectors.

Cr Betts 45% from rates

Say 15% from meters

JL Council statements on rate notice – 100 DAs per year – shouldn’t this be user pays?

Cr Betts 5% of revenue from fees.

ML timing of meters is completely appropriate outside business hours.

Cr Betts when the figures are available will be able to adopt a different policy

JL 15% must include both fees and fines.

X 2 hours free at Westfield but 50c after 1st hour at Eastgate.

 

State Govt Proposed Changes to Planning Rules

"Supposed to improve local Development Approval process"

State Govt about to introduce a new regime.

Ecological or sustainable houses must now be designed – started on 1st July new dwelling – next year adjustments.

 

General Business

Cleanups

Hugh Bamford Reserve

JL Timber bollards, which are being knocked down.

JL Council reinvestigate a method of re-attaching broken ones and investigate a method of making the people who knock them down, pay for the rebuilding.

Sydney Water Tunnel – nothing to report

Dual Occupancy

RJ: Plans how now been redrawn to a dual occupancy with a strata subtitle – guise of dual occupancy – but people have right to sell each part separately and keep proceeds.

Cr Betts – This is what most do. 18 Napier St is side by side.

JL Dual occupancy should be no more "massive" than a "typical" Dover Heights house

Cr Betts: Did have DCP2 (separate) and DCP20 (dual) – now being combined. Has come to council – will be deferred for consideration.

Used to be a different floor space ratio but officers are suggesting a single ratio. Cr Betts not happy with this but currently 400sq meters allows attached and 600 allows detached dual occs. If increase minimum from 400 to 450 this will knock out a lot of small Dual Occs Quite a few of other councils have 450 sq metres.

JL Is it possible to have different rules for different areas? eg Loombah Rd 700 sq metres, Bulga 300sq metres

Detached Dual Occs can be only single storey at back.

Building height be reduced from 9.5 to 8.5 for pitched roof.

JL stops garage, house, layers.

Jl floor space ratio – principle good but calculated in an extremely "rubbery" manner – spaces, balconies… don’t count.

Cr Betts: Should look at height, bulk, set back etc – not floor space ratio.

 

MINUTES Accepted

Moved Paul Wilmot, seconded Hilma O’Reilly

Agenda

Hugh Bamford Reserve

Cr Betts: Constructed new footpath along Military Rd, Fixed up seepage on Wentworth St steps. Have budget for restoring embankment but need volunteers.

Valerie Saffer: Why not work for the dole

Against previous council policy.

Vaucluse Tunnel

JL On backburner

Waste of water 

 

High School Redevelopment

Cr Kay – 29th July with DoC – project managers – briefing session.

Limit of 22 million dollars – which will cover now only building new buildings.

Years 7 and 8 will remain on site – during construction.

Demolition Starts 16th Aug – 3 months – excavation – 2 months and building in Jan. will start in Jan 2006 – 1000 students. Very noisy for 5 months.

No traffic management plan – buses – from/to ? – 15 buses for 1000, 17 for 1200.

Where will buses come from – Sydney Buses not yet consulted.

VS Buses often get "stuck" in Kippara Rd now .

TK Eager to see plans.

XX heavy construction up Murriverie Rd and Reina St onto land - park on site

Under 3 tonnes can use Chaleyer St and then park on site

Timing will be under normal council procedures.

ML Many of the "extra" students will be overseas fee-paying students.

 

"Bowling Club Site"

Hole still being constructed but now being filled in.

Overdevelopment and Dual Occupancy already discussed.

JL may arrive as 2 separate applications eg 7 and 7a or as "normal" dual occupancies.

Maybe a rush before a policy is developed.

RJ What was precinct subcommittee? JL explained.

XX Can any person object? Yes. But only neighbours are notified.

JL have dual occs started turning up at Land and Environment 

Cr Betts mostly come back to council

Conversion of low intensity home based child care centres into fully operational centres in Dover Heights.

7 Lancaster Rd, Dover Heights - DA

Has occurred before – council did not approve – but Land and Environment allowed 10 children. Section 96 from 10 to 13 "no complaints" – but nobody knew". But DA now placed to increase from 13 to 28!

JL build does not seem to be any bigger. 

XX They intend to move out of house and run WHOLE house as a child care centre.

Now just a business, not a residence with child care attached.

JL Zoning is very elastic. Must object on basic of staff parking and delivery and picking up of 28 children. Can object to noise factor from 28 children.

Cr Betts. Have you ever written to them or council.

You must develop documentation of speaking to them

They break 4 of the 5 main conditions for a "new" pre school.

Cr Betts: Precinct should pass a motion

JL: Arrange for Council officers to book traffic infringers 

K Kuo: 3 Lancaster Rd – 24 years

Described road – wrote letter on behalf of # 11 who don’t speak English

Attached as appendix.

Is status changed to a business once they move out?

JL Problems exist because of shape of school

Resolution:

Dover Heights Precinct asks Council to reject any development applications to convert low intensity home based child centres into fully operational child care centres in Dover Heights and specifically the application at No 7 Lancaster Rd, Dover Heights.

Moved by Adele Williamson

Seconded by Kathy Kuo

Unanimously

Tanya Gilerman : Who in Council decides whether to fight at Land and Environment Court.

Council now has a special committee to brief residents at cases.

The councillors make the decision. Council is now much more professional.

Cr Betts: "Saved and Excepted" – Councillor cannot influence council officers.

Councillors can send the DA to an inspection committee – on site 

JL: Lobby other councillors also – they caucus. Emphasise "environment" with greens.

ML: Arrange for 28 cars to park in street on the day.

JL Get numbers before meeting starts.

Cr Betts: Call George Newhouse and Moira Main

K Kuo: heard increase from 13 BY 28, not from 13 to 28.

7sq metres per child

JL is for 15 extra.

Cr Betts: Asked operator whether she could stagger the drop off but wouldn’t.

 

Visit from Malcolm Turnbull – Liberal Candidate for Wentworth

Precinct Annual Review

JL :Our meeting numbers are not falling off – issue driven.

General Business:

Paul Wilmot: - More crime in area. 

Last Wednesday, forum at Rose Bay – low crime in Dover Heights

Graffiti increasing in area – residents should remove it immediately – lessens interest.

PW Councils in Qld remove graffiti, and chase perpetrators.

JL Why not put speed limit on bins.

 

Cr Betts: Tomorrow at council reviewing council’s priorities from 2005 to 2009.

Ideas: Traffic – amount of building – road widths – overdevelopment

Campbell Parade – from concrete roundabout and middle of road condition.

JL: Adhere to its development codes.

 

10:07 pm

 

 

 

 

Next meeting 8th November 2004 

Appendix:

Letter Re 7 Lancaster Rd

PAGE  

