Bronte Precinct Minutes.
 

Minutes of meeting held on the 10th.May 2004

Venue: Bronte Public School

Meeting opened at 7pm.

Councillors in attendance: Ingrid Strewe, George Copeland.

Convenor: Alma Jarvis

Residents as per attendance register.

Apologies: Thea Bell

Minutes of meeting held on 16th. February 2004 accepted without alteration. 

Correspondence Tabled: Waverley Council draft plan of management 2004/2007

Letter from Thea Bell re: agenda Item 1

Agenda items for discussion:

1) Designated leash free areas for dogs

2) Bronte Beach Park – Boot Camp activities!!

3) Traffic- Bronte Marine Drive & Hewlett St.

4) General Business.

1. Leash free areas for dogs. 

A lively discussion took place on this item. Many residents stated their reasons and presented printed matter to support their arguments for and against the idea of dogs being allowed to run free in restricted areas and times within Bronte Park.

Cr. Strewe, by way of explanation, said that previously a decade ago dog walking and ownership was not so heavily regulated and was unsatisfactory. There was dog faeces everywhere. Dog owners are much more responsible now.

Reasons given to support this proposal.

1) Present available areas are too far away for people without cars.

2) Dogs are companion animals and add to the good mental health of their owners by providing friendship.

3) Dogs deter burglars.

4) Dogs can be trained to obey commands

5) Dog owners can and should be trained to issue these commands.

Seven motions presented to council for their consideration. (see attached list)

Against the proposal.

1) Dogs not on a leash cannot be controlled.

2) Unleashed dogs are a danger to children.

3) A health hazard by way of their excrement.

Six motions presented to meeting in support of this argument one motion went forward to council, five motions lapsed owing to having no seconder (see attached list)

. Brian Morris stated one of his children had been a victim of a dog attack and he felt very strongly that there should be no areas made available for unleashed dogs in Bronte Park. He tabled a petition signed by 50 people to be presented to council. 

Many residents stated their concerns regarding an unsigned letter being put in their letterboxes in regard to the above matter.

Amanda Frost requested the following statement to be minuted.

We should be building a community spirit to encourage harmony in our area. People should not attack each other verbally but meet and discuss their differences.

2) Bronte Beach Park - Boot camp activities.

Great concern was expressed about the growing number of exercise groups in Bronte Park and their lack of consideration towards other park users.

Pool protocol is not being observed resulting in injuries occurring to some regular swimmers.

These activities are being run by professional trainers and can sometimes have 50 people in their groups.

It was stated that park furniture is used as part of training equipment and ratepayers should not have to meet the cost of repairs.

A professional trainer who lives in the area stated that he used Bronte Park for his business, as he had no overheads to pay.

Cr. Copeland replied that he would follow up this matter. All commercial activities occurring within the park have to be licensed.

Motion 8 put to council. Proposer Paula Masselos. Seconder. Brian Morris (see attached list)

It was also stated that Tamarama Gully is also being used for these activities. The stairs at Cross and Birrell Sts.are becoming dangerous due to organised groups running up and down them. 

This matter should be addressed in the Bronte Plan of Management and the Tamarama Plan of Management

A professional trainer responded by saying he had been trying to talk to Waverley Council for 8 months but had not had any reply from them.

General Business.

Jean Dyer said the lanes and drains, particularly Belgrave and Read lanes, were a disgrace and needed some attention.

Josh Miller said a traffic hazard was being caused by the large commercial Otto regularly parked in the cul-de -sac near Bronte School.

Nicole Stevens, Community Liaison Coordinator, said she would bring these matters to the attention of council staff.

Item 3 on the agenda was not discussed due to the lateness of the evening. Apologies were offered to residents who had come along for this matter, with an assurance that it would be placed on the agenda for the next meeting.

The meeting came to a close at 9pm with thanks for everyone’s attendance and participation.
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