Queens Park Precinct Minutes
1st November 2006

Commencing 7pm, Waverley Library

Apologies: Constable Fiona O’Brian, Peter Cohen, Ian Close

Councillors Present: Csr. Mora Main.


Police Report by Acting Inspector Peter Bolt 

There have been several break and enters where residents have shut their window but not locked it. A reminder was given to lock windows.

Danger of leaving valuables in view in sight in cars parked in the street was stressed. Several arrests have been made recently concerning vehicle break ins.

Perennial problem with beach stealing was mentioned. Criminals will watch and see where beach goers leave keys and then take the keys.

Hydroponic plants were found when a home unit caught fire in October.

A number of car windows broken on a Saturday night. This was vandalism rather than burglary.

If residents have any issues they are advised to correspond with the police as this has the highest probability of getting action.

A comment from the floor was made that although clearly safer to have a vehicle in a garage there is great difficulty in finding garage space in this suburb.

Centennial Park: Note meeting next Wednesday at Depot Rd at 16:30 to 17:30 to discuss the QP pedestrian/cycle way. 

Entrances along QP and Baronga Rd will be improved by Christmas time according to the Director.

The giving of permission for the operation of a mobile kiosk was spoken about with a number of people opposing the idea.

Motion: ”That Queens Park Precinct opposes a mobile or permanent commercial venture in Queens Park.” (1.Gil 2. Pearl Grunhardt) Carried (7 for, 3 against, 4 abstained).


Correspondence
Reply from Moriah in relation to traffic flow and pedestrian crossing of York Road tabled

Adherence to council planning rules

Moriah College Report.

Traffic flow in and out of the college was discussed. It was reported that there is a large increase of traffic in the area around the school. Also residents have observed that there are a number of students who are getting dropped off in surrounding streets and lanes. 

The Queens Park Road entrance is still being used. It was brought up that the school had given an undertaking the first DA for the school to close this entrance on completion of the extensions. The consensus was that the matter be brought up with the school as a matter of urgency.

The pool has not been accessible to other schools although there is access for residents early in the morning. Suggestion made that the School should be asked to clarify the situation with the new licensee of the pool.

Arnold Street Site. A letter drop is being planned to raise support to keep the Arnold St site to be kept as green space. Mora suggested that concerned residents lobby councillors by phone or by mail. It was suggested that the precinct write to each councillor to find their view on where they stand on this issue.

Roma stated that she had drafted a letter in support of the green links suggesting that the Arnold St site become part of the Green Links route. 

Kay Smiles, Ian Close and Roma Gillam are looking at the Arnold St site and it is hoped that it will be brought up at the December council meeting.

Letter to be written supporting retention as a park. Agreed. It was stated that there are precedents regarding the purchase of small parks. (ie along part of St James Street behind the bus depot.

Residential Parking.

Media release on strategies to reduce parking fines in Spring St. 

Council controls the parking in Eastgate - first hour free then $1.00 for the next hour. Questions raised, why not the same as Westfield.


Waverley Council is setting up a shop front in the old post office on Spring St. Part will have a kiosk selling stamps and envelopes

Council Clean Up
Semi annual clean up has just been completed. Council was congratulated.
Next year the new systems will be brought in where residents will get 2 free rubbish pickups each year at a time of their choosing. 

Private trees: question from the floor regarding very large trees being planted close to neighbours borders. Council has asked that residents get professional advice before they take any action.

Report by Roma Gillam on Development Applications 

This Precinct has always had a policy of not getting involved in individual residential Development Applications.

All DAs are assessed against DCP2 and objections should be written in this context. DAs also need to comply with the Queens Park Character Study in DCP2.

DAs are assessed by planning officers and decisions made by planning staff unless there are at least six objections and/or other concerns with the DA. In these cases, DAs proceed to the Council’s Development Control Committee where it is considered by Councillors. Both applicants and objectors can address the Committee.

DCP2 can be accessed via Council’s web site under the area of plans.

If you have strong objections, you can send a copy of your letter to three local councillors. 

There was concern at only having 14 days (or less) to respond after receiving notification. Legislation states that any residents that would be impacted need to be notified. Council generally only advises the immediate neighbours about DAs. Suggested that residents communicate with other neighbours and that Council send to a wider group.

Development notices get attached to heritage properties and commercial properties.

Note the cases where the development does not comply with some rules but the non-compliance is judged to be not significant by the planning department.

If builders are not complying with plans, you need to get onto council. However, some residents expressed concern at the lack of action in these cases.

The height of buildings in laneways was also raised.

John spoke about a particular proposed laneway development that would have a major impact on many residents and on the laneway. Residents were concerned at the precedent it would set.

Motion (1.Roma. 2 Simon)

That this meeting objects to the building of dwellings in lane ways, such as some proposed developments at the rear of 16A Queens Park Road.

Carried Unanimously

Meeting closed at 8.50 pm

Meeting dates for 2007: Feb 7; May 2; Aug 1; Nov 7 – all 7 – 9.00pm at Waverley Library theatrette
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