Penkivil Precinct Minutes

MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE PENKIVIL PRECINCT HELD AT 7.30PM ON 
MONDAY 4TH FEBRUARY 2008 IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS
Chairperson: William Mouroukas 
Secretary: Gersha Shteyman
In Attendance: Councillor George Copeland, Councilor David Ridyard, Councillor Dominic Wy Kanak, Mayor Ingrid Strewe, Max Siano (Chamber of Commerce).
Apologies:  Vivian Falk, Kerrie Lee.
23 people attended the meeting.                        The meeting commenced at 7.30pm.
The chairperson welcomed and thanked everyone for coming.
1.                  Minutes of Previous meeting
Minutes could not be passed because only one person present that was in the last meeting.
2.         Benevolent Society Update – Barbara Squires
Benevolent Society wants to make good use of Ocean Street site.
Benevolent Society wants to develop a new way of housing for older people to remain more independent and active and stay in the same apartment with care and support for the rest of their lives (i.e. don’t have to move to nursing home).
Housing would be developed only for people of the Waverley area and will have a large amount of affordable housing as well as housing on the high end of the scale as well.
Benevolent Society has not finalized their plans yet but they hope to be in a position to do so soon.  They are committed to meeting with residents about the development.  They will be advertising soon in the Wentworth Courier and inviting people to come and look at the latest proposals before submitting a DA. .
3.         Bondi Road – RTA proposal transit lane
Max Siano and Mayor Ingrid Strewe addressed the meeting. RTA want to have no parking along Bondi Road to free up and move people quicker by public transport along Bondi Road between the Junction and the Beach on Saturdays and Sundays.
This effectively means that many businesses along Bondi Road will lose business and may eventually close down.  Local residents who use Bondi Road shops will be greatly disadvantaged.  Clearway signs along Bondi Road have already been changed from 4pm – 6pm to 4pm – 6.30pm without Council knowing.
Making transit lane is still not necessarily going to solve the problem because cars will clog up lane to turn left into streets off Bondi Road.
 
There are other alternatives than to sacrifice Bondi Road parking (and consequently Bondi Road shops):
o              Council can change lights so bus priority light
o              place signs on Syd Einfeld drive to direct traffic alternate route to Beach down Old South Head Road (there were concerns raised that Old South Head Road was already at capacity)
o              Improve signage around Bondi so people visiting Bondi area know that there are other routes to travel down to the Beach not just Bondi Road
o              direct buses a different way down to the beach
At the full Council meeting held on 17 December 2007, Council voted unanimously to reject the bus lane trial. William Mouroukas attended and gave credit to Vivian Falk and the fine speech she made to council in representing Penkivil Precinct’s concerns.
4.         Precinct Boundaries
Precinct Review Committee members suggested that the new Precinct boundaries should be within Ward Boundaries.  This makes it easier for Councilors to turn up to meetings because at present Precinct Boundaries cross Ward Boundaries and even in some cases cross building blocks.
The present boundaries are also confusing to some residents because Ward Boundaries follow census boundaries and not street boundaries.
The meeting agreed that any potential precinct boundary changes should run along streets (not within building blocks) and that Precincts should not cross Ward Boundaries.
5.         Mirrors in Laneways
Dan Joannides proposed that rather than mirrors in laneways, small speed bumps should be placed in laneways to slow down traffic.
6.         Signage in Kenilworth Street
Mayor Strewe reported that the problem with incorrect signage in Kenilworth Street should have been fixed already.
7.         Child Care Centre 30 – 32 Bondi Road & Fingleton Reserve
William Mouroukas reported this Child Care centre has applied for a 43% increase in childcare places. The facility has recently constructed a play area situated at the front and adjacent to the intersection of Bondi Road and Council Street. He raised concerns that there was an unacceptable risk of an out of control vehicle crashing through and endangering children using the area.  He reminded the meeting of the case of the case of Sophie Delisio and the Roundhouse Childcare Centre disaster at Fairlight.
An existing Child Care centre is also situated in Gowrie Avenue. The two Child Care centers at present attract a considerable amount of traffic congestion, heavily impacting Waverley Crescent, Gowrie Avenue and surrounding streets.
 
William Mouroukas also reported that during the construction of a block of units at 11 Waverley Crescent, Fingleton Reserve suffered damage to pavement and turf due to heavy vehicle driving and parking.  Mayor Strewe to check whether construction company has been paid deposit back and if not that money should be used to pay for damage.
William Mouroukas declared a conflict of interest as his parents reside next door to the applicant of the DA.   William Mouroukas to make an appointment with Mayor Strewe to discuss the issues of the Child Care centre and Fingleton Reserve.
8.         General Business
Cnr Paul & Dally Street – resident keeping birds, encouraging possums, operating business (buying and reselling cars).  Council needs to investigate these allegations.  Report to Mayor Strewe.
29 Paul Street – target of dumpers on footpath.  Council to take away mess.  Report to Mayor Strewe.
83 Old South Head Road – illegal structure built on top of flats – shabbily built prefab building causing problems such as dripping water in tenants in flats below.  Owner is not willing to discuss this with tenants.  Council needs to investigate these allegations.  Report to Mayor Strewe.
35,45 Daley St – recently sold – had renovations and backpackers installed.  The noise is disturbing all surrounding residents.  The Precinct questioned how 2A residential zoning could become Backpackers.  Council needs to investigate this issue.  Report to Mayor Strewe.
128 Bondi Road – Perfect Panel Smash Repairs – a lot of trouble with the Student accommodation next door at 126 Bondi Road
o              Rubbish – often overfilled and council won’t pick up
o              Rubbish on the top of the Smash Repairs
o              Water flows into Smash Repairs from Student accommodation – dangerous because of the all the power points
o              Broken windows
o              Air-conditioning unit held up by a piece of timber – dangerous because it will fall on pedestrians one day
o              Two garages at front – food waste – smells and attracts rats
o              Deserted cars – Council and Police can’t tow away
Council to investigate.  Report to Mayor Strewe.
Cnr Botany St/Waverley St – drain never been cleaned – huge overflow.
New St – house owns 3 dogs that wander street unattended – other dogs come and go – seem to be running a dog minding business.  Report stray dogs to council on 0414 884391
Penalties for DA’s – members of Precinct asked why for some people who renovated before putting a DA were simply fined and then allowed to proceed and then others had to dissemble what they had built.  Councilor Ridyard reported that Council decided on these issues on a case-by-case basis.
 
Meeting closed at 9.15pm
 
Next meeting Monday, 14th April 2008 (AGM).
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