
Minutes  
Penkivil Precinct General Meeting  

 
Held on Monday 8th October, 2012 at Waverley Council Chambers  

Corner Bondi Road and Paul Street, Bondi Junction 
 
 
Meeting commenced at 7:30pm 
 
In Attendance:  

Acting Precinct Convenor   Dyanne Gourlay 
Incoming Co-convenors:  Bruce Morrow and Mary Doyle 
Minutes Secretary:    Melissa Gill 
Incoming Secretary   James Szczepanski 
Waverley Council - Open Space Planning Manager 
     Bianca Simpson 
Councillors    Tony Kay, Bill Mouroukas, Ingrid Strewe, 
 
18 persons in attendance. 10 persons eligible to vote.  

 
 
APOLOGIES  
 

Mary Goldfinch, Cr. Sally Betts, Kerrie Lee, Susie Hoppe and Sharon Metzi.  
 
 
ELECTION OF PENKIVIL PRECINCT CONVENOR  
 

Dyanne Gourlay introduced the meeting. 
 
Bill Mouroukas addressed the meeting as returning officer (Retired Convenor). He 
called for nominations for a new Convenor. Bruce Morrow and Mary Doyle were 
nominated as Co-convenors. With no other nominations Bruce Morrow and Mary 
Doyle were elected as Co-convenors.  
 
Dyanne Gourlay resigned as Secretary.  Nominations were called for the position of 
Secretary.  James Szczepanski was the only nominee and was elected to the 
position of Secretary.  
 
It was proposed and carried that there be a position of Assistant Traffic 
Representative. James Szczepanski was nominated and elected as the Assistant 
Traffic Representative.  
 

 
GENERAL BUSINESS  
 

Following the Election the newly appointed Co-convenor, Bruce Morrow became 
the Chairman of the meeting. 
 
Bruce Morrow introduced himself and Mary Doyle to the meeting. Bruce, with the 
consent of the meeting, invited former Convenor Cr. Bill Mouroukas to give a 
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summary of recent events in relation to the Precinct and the recent Local 
Government Elections.  

 
GUEST SPEAKER 
 
Bruce Morrow invited Bianca Simpson - Open Space Planning Manager - Waverley 
Council to address the meeting. 
 

Topic: Current Projects and the Bondi Beach, Bondi Park and Bondi Pavilion 
Plans of Management 
 
Bianca Simpson introduced the plan, noting that the plan had been publically 
announced in an article in the Sydney Morning Herald 8th October 2012. pg 3. 
 
Bianca Simpson explained the Plan of Management - a strategic document to 
achieve future direction for the next 10 years - uses and development of Bondi 
Beach, Park and Pavilion. The Plan is to be written with community and 
stakeholders. 
 
Bondi Beach is now listed as a Heritage List - one of national significance.  
 
Three major groups to be consulted: residents, stakeholders and hard to reach 
groups.  Includes senior citizens, multi-cultural, indigenous group and others. 
 
An online survey is available for anyone in which to participate.  In addition there 
will be an ‘open in the park day’ for all to attend and view the plans and background 
documents.  
 
Time frame:  
12 months - July 2012 to July 2013 
 
Phases:  

- Research / Background studies and site analysis 
- Stakeholders and community consultation 
- Taking comments to come up with draft Plan of Management 
- March 2013 - Public exhibition 
- Provide feedback 
- Finalise plan for adoption by Minister 

 
A Master Plan will be established in a graphic way to illustrate the plan. It will take 
the form of a maps encompassing the next 10 years. There will be consultation at 
many intervals throughout this journey.  
 
Site area includes: The Beach (high water mark), the Pavilion and Bondi Park (surf 
club, skate ramp, play ground Biddigal Reserve and Wally Weekes pool) 
 
The Survey Forms:  

Located on the Waverley Council website - ‘Have a Say’ page  
There is a link to the Survey. (Printed copies handed out at the meeting, to 
be posted back to the council) 
Individual submission 



Committee submission 
 
Questions:  
 
Mary Doyle - Is there a budget for the scope? 
 

Bianca Simpson: Background research will encompass budget research - it 
is expected that by February / March 2013 there will be an estimation of 
budget.  
 
Plan of Management is not just limited to built projects it also encompasses 
the use of the space and how it is managed.  
 

 
Bianca Simpson noted the key themes  identified for the plan:  
 

1. Getting to and around the park: accessibility, maps, signage etc 
 
2. Playing and relaxing: sunbaking, picnicking etc.  
 
3. Exercise: classes, outdoor, events etc.  

 
4. Enhancing the environment: waste management, recycling, 

vegetation, bird habitat, solar panels etc. 
 

5. Celebrating history and culture: Indigenous heritage.  Bondi Park and 
Pavilion are of national significance, current culture values of the site 
(surf, events, festivals etc) 
 

6. Looking and feeling good:   materials, shelters, bollard, signage, 
public art, safety etc.  
 

7. Management, maintenance and facilities: restaurants, fitness trainers, 
other activities 
 

 
Issues currently identified:  

 
� Car parking and traffic 
� Works yard - Park staff equipment storage needs to be addressed 
� Facilities in need of repair 
� Interface with Campbell Parade - how you can physically access the 

park 
� Events - what kind? What kind of commercial uses?  

 
 

Resident Question: How will fitness licences be man aged? 
 

Bianca Simpson: The council has park managers who will police the use of 
the area.  
 
Ingrid Strewe noted: Fitness trainers are to have their licences on them.  
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Resident’s Question: How can you prove they’re not there just exercising? 

 
The policy is on the Waverley Council webpage - please read before next 
Penkivil Precinct meeting and the matter can be discussed at the next 
meeting.  
 
The timing schedule of the licences was queried, this was to be checked and 
reported back at the next meeting.   
 
This issue will be considered for the plan moving forward.  

 
Bianca Simpson asked the meeting: What’s important to people about 
Bondi Beach, Park and Pavilion? 

 
Resident’s Question: I’d like to know what’s going to go on about access? 
    I am very excited about light rail. 
 

Comments: If this plan is about getting more people to Bondi, the access 
needs to be improved because currently access on a Sunday via Bondi Road 
is almost impossible.  
 
Comments:  Another issue to be added to the plan: Facilities and 
accessibility for younger children, parents’ room need to be near the 
children’s pool. 
 

Eva Varga asked: What will be included in the new p lan for dogs on the   
   grassed area? 

 
Bianca Simpson: This specific issue can’t be discussed yet because it’s still 
in planning.  
 

Eva Varga:  At the southern end of the Beach where the grassed area is, can 
   that please be an off-lead area for dogs?  

 
Ingrid Strewe: Be careful of wanting an off leash area - there will be dog 
fights and a lot of trouble.  Rodney reserve is a perfect case study.  There 
are a lot of fights there.  
 

Eva Varga: Could there be time restrictions?  
 
Bianca Simpson: that might be part of the broader Waverley council dog 
strategy.  

 
Mary Doyle: Seeing it is an International tourism spot, I think there could be more 
signage in other languages.  
 
Suggestion: QR codes so that you can scan the image and choose your language.  

 



Resident Question: will the commercial side of Camp bell Parade be 
consulted?  
 

Bianca: No.  
 

Resident comments: 
The commercial side of Campbell Parade should be included in the 
plan, the current development looks atrocious. You can’t leave the 
commercial side out of the study, transport is just as important.  

 
Traffic is a problem, not enough signage to direct you toward the city. 
Everyone comes up Bondi Road; they could be diverted up other 
streets.  
 
Is the children’s playground included?  
 
Yes, above the children’s pool and also next to the Pavilion.  
 
Dyanne Gourlay: There should be a lot more vegetation.  
 
Ingrid Strewe: Plants don’t grow very well, because of the salt. 

 
Resident Question: We’d like the leases to be looke d at. 
    It costs $100 for car parking, will that be red uced? 
 

Tony Kay: Yes and no. Number plate recognition doesn’t work all that 
well, the technology is not mature enough. Meters are one of the 
alternatives being considered. Smart-card, which would allow a 
number of times of use, might reduce the annual cost.  

 
Cost for car parking for Waverley residents is to be added to the 
issues of the plan.  
 

Residents’ Comments: 
 

Mary Doyle: I like the fact that you park facing the beach; I’d like that 
to be maintained.  

 
 
Bianca Simpson called for survey submissions.  
 
Submissions to be posted to Bondi Plan Management. Team at Council 
 

 
ADOPTION OF THE AUGUST MINUTES:   
 

Eva Varga proposed that the Minutes of the previous meeting be adopted.  
 
Dyanne Gourlay seconded the motion.  
 
Following the vote, Bruce Morrow declared that the minutes had been adopted.  
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MATTERS ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MEETING:  
 

Bill Mouroukas commented that many outstanding issues were addressed in the 
August minutes.  
 
Matters arising were:  
 
- Service Desk Request (SDR) 175460 Closed: that tree trunks being damaged by 

reversing cars will be putting wheel stops in King Street. Action has yet to be 
taken-. 
Raised by Eva Varga 

 
- Tony Kay noted that Service Desk Requests should not be closed until the action 

has been taken.  
 

- Open SDR 174911: council to inspect condition of footpath on the northern side of 
Waverley Street. 

-  Bill Mouroukas to send details to Bruce Morrow.  
 

- SDR 174701: Small area of footpath pavers adjacent to 180 Bondi Road has sunk 
- Bill Mouroukas to send details to Bruce Morrow.  

 
- SDR 174703:- Trees in front garden at 54 – 64 Bondi Road, broken branches 

were hanging dangerously. 
- Still open in the service desk. 
-  Bill Mouroukas handling.  

 
- SDR 175433: 46 Ocean St - nature strip - sapling to be repaired with garden stake 

- noted with service desk but hasn’t been actioned.  
 

- Petition for crossing at Wellington Street, The Member for Vaucluse Gabriel Upton 
has advised Bill Mouroukas that a response from the Minister is imminent 
prepared for the precinct.  

 
Further discussion:  
 

Bruce Morrow read out a written outline of responses prepared by former Convenor 
Bill Mouroukas to 10 issues raised at previous Precinct Meetings. 
 
Bruce Morrow, on behalf of the Precinct, congratulated all the recently elected new 
Councillors and re-elected Councillors on their election.  
 
Bruce Morrow, on behalf of the Precinct, thanked Dyanne Gourlay for her work for 
the Precinct and work with Council. 
 
Bruce Morrow, on behalf of the Precinct, thanked Melissa Gill for volunteering to be 
the Minutes’ Secretary for the meeting at short notice. 
 
Bruce Morrow stated that he is looking forward to working with the Precinct 
Executive, the Council and the Precinct’s residents.  
 



Ingrid Strewe distributed Precinct news and noted that the Waverley plan was 
altered with regard to the community submission. 
 
Ingrid Strewe noted that the Tamarama Kiosk was potentially about to be moved. 

 
DEVELOPMENT APPLICATIONS:  
 

Development Representative not in attendance. 
 
No new significant Development Applications were identified by attendees.  

 
 
TRAFFIC:  
 

Issue: Most of the topics that have been under scrutiny for the last year are still 
current due to continuing works by Ausgrid. Traffic lights at Wellington Street, 
triangular island at Martins Avenue,  
 
The time frame for the traffic works hasn’t been confirmed.  
 
Local member for Coogee has an express bus from Clovelly that uses the Eastern 
Distributor.  
 
Request: Express Bus to bypass Bondi Junction station straight to the city - to date 
this hasn’t been achieved.  
 
Bill Mouroukas noted that the response on the express bus was received from the 
RTA. Bill Mouroukas will forward this response to Bruce Morrow to be shared with 
the meeting.  
 
These traffic items are to be followed up.  
 
James Szczepanski raised concern about the intersection on the corner of Flood 
Street and Old South Head Road - noting it was very dangerous. The meeting was 
informed that the RTA has responded before on this issue citing there isn’t enough 
room for traffic lights.  
 
Tony Kay stated that this issue should be returned to the agenda of this meeting.  

 
 
GENERAL BUSINESS:  
 

Issue: Department of Planning Green Paper 
 

The State Government has issued a Green paper for discussion and 
feedback from the public.  This paper describes proposed changes to 
planning laws and approval procedures.  The Green Paper is general paper 
which is a precursor to a more detailed White Paper for further community 
discussion.  The eventual step will be redrafting of the Environmental 
Planning and Assessment Act. 
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Concern was raised by meeting attendees that the Council might ‘rubber 
stamp’ the changes proposed in the Green Paper. 
 
Cr. Tony Kay addressed this issue. He agrees with Keith Bryars that 
residents and Council should have more control over developments than is 
proposed in the Green Paper, as single rules do not provide the best 
solutions for all development situations. There needs to be flexibility wherein 
the decision-makers are accountable to the community. 
 
Bruce Morrow said that he had reviewed the Green Paper and said that the 
Green Paper was designed to bring about much more efficient, community 
participation in planning, growth, decision making and infrastructure 
development.  He highlighted that we need to ensure that the planning and 
decision making processes are not undertaken by people who are not 
accountable to the community directly. While he said that there are many 
good aspects to what is being proposed, he recommended that everyone 
should read the Green Paper and provide feedback to the Government.  He 
said that there is still time to give this feedback. 
 
Tony Kay noted that there are many issues that are being raised as part of 
the Green Paper - any existing issues should be noted.  

 
Issue: Access to Synagogue from Kenilworth Street 
 

It was highlighted that general access should not be from the rear of the 
Synagogue. Yet people had been seen entering the building from this 
direction. 
Residents called for unauthorized access to be addressed. 

 
Issue: Buses going from Bondi Junction to Bondi Bea ch 
 

It was noted that on weekends at lunch time that elderly people are having 
trouble accessing buses because everyone else is pushing to get on the bus. 
It was asked if it was possible to organise with the transport department that 
these people have a designated area to wait or queue.  
 
Tony Kay suggested that the Convenor should contact Mary Shiner, 
Waverley Council, who would contact the Council’s Manager of Technical 
Services who should contact Railcorp to see if a queuing protocol can be 
established at the Bondi Junction Interchange.  
 
Mary Doyle suggested that the Convenor also contact the appropriate 
contact at Sydney Buses to request more buses in general.  

 



Issue: Political Posters  
 

James Szczepanski noted that political posters are still “out and around” the 
Precinct.  Cr. Kay said it was the responsibility of each Party and Candidate 
to take these posters down. It was noted that posters (core flutes) remained 
at outside Moriah College, Bondi Road, Birrell Street and in Bondi Junction. 

 
MOTION: The Precinct notes that there are core-flutes that remain on 
poles around the Penkivil Precinct and other areas and the Convenors 
be asked to write to Council to ask the Council to have the remaining 
posters removed. 
 
Motion: Proposed by:  James Szczepanski 
 
Motion seconded by:  Eva Varga 
 
Motion carried. 
  

Issue: Advertising posters on power and other poles  
 

Dyanne Gourlay asked if there was anything that could be done about the 
wrapping of posters around power poles. 

 
NEXT MEETING 
 

The next meeting will be held on the 3rd of December 2012.  
 
MEETING CLOSED 
 
The Meeting closed at 8:40 pm. 
 
Attachment 1 – Response to Issues prepared by Bill Mouroukas 


