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Minutes of the Mill Hill Bondi 
Junction Precinct Meeting held at 
Waverley Library on Tuesday  
28 February 2017 
 

Chaired by Howard Parry-Husbands with Stephen B. Cohen taking minutes 

The meeting opened at 6.35 pm 

Present 

Councillor Andrew Cusack; Councillor Paula Masselos and 33 others were in attendance 
based on a headcount. 

Apologies 

Mayor Sally Betts; Councillor Angela Burrill and Marcella McAdam. 

Matters arising from the minutes of the last meeting on 17 November 
2016 

There were no matters arising from the previous meeting. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were accepted by Corey Worgan and seconded by Danielle 

Ecuyer. 

Update on the two apartment tower development proposal at 194 
Oxford Street, West Bondi Junction 

This high rise development has become known as the Twin Towers. They are likely to house 

between 1,064 people and 1,500 people, depending on how high they go. 

The current planning proposal seeks to increase the maximum building height from 15 metres to 

38 metres and increase the floor space ratio from 1.5:1 to 5:1. 

The towers are much higher than specified in the LEP and there would be overshadowing of 

Centennial Park which would set a precedent for other developments surrounding the park. 

There has been considerable community opposition. The reality is you have about 10 days to 

voice your opposition. The main thing that matters as far as Council is concerned in terms of 

how this application is judged is the amount of submissions they receive on their website. They 
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are also likely to judge it on it's merits so it's very important that you go to the website if you 

support or object to these towers and put your objection or support of these towers in. 

At this stage traffic is a major concern and there has not been an integrated traffic study carried 

out. We don’t know what impact the other developments along Oxford Street will have on our 

streets once they are completed. 

It was also assumed that no parking was going to be provided in the twin towers, however 

Councillor Andrew Cusack received information from Peter Monks during the meeting noting 

that parking will be provided for residents, visitors and the public. 

You will have noticed quite a lot of posters and flyers at the back of the room. The community is 

galvanised. There’s a Facebook page and a website: “Save West Bondi Junction” and a number 

of people in this room are avid supporters and organisers of “Save West Bondi Junction”. There’s 

about 500 people on our Facebook page and around 300 people in our database. 

One big issue with the current developments in Bondi Junction is that we do not see any green 

buildings like the one out in Broadway that is covered in the most amazing greenscape which 

softens the building and the landscape. We're not seeing developers embed 6 star green ratings 

into these buildings which supposedly is under Council's mandate to be an environmentally 

sustainable Council. 

Mayor Sally Betts is on record (possibly in 2014) as wanting to compete with Chatswood as 

being a business centre and she talked about having skyscrapers in Bondi Junction. She seemed 

to be very much leading the charge on this project and it's like there's two games being played. 

Encouraging development in the back room and then posturing in December 2015 by voting 

against the development. There's a sense of distrust, when we talk about Council supporting us, 

she is actively undermining us behind closed doors. 

Maria Flood has done some research on high rise developments. She came up with a number of 

studies from all parts of the world, not just in Australia. Some of the points they were making 

include: overshadowing; health (leading to depression); high density traffic; increased pollution; 

a lack of emergency access; reduction of children's activities (development impacts their health 

and results in behavioural problems and a reduction in social skills) and there's a transfer of 

noise through apartment blocks. Developers want to maximise the number of units in each 

development. It is all about sales. Two bedrooms are very common and they are now catering 

for one bedroom. Also in high rise towers, more people are detached from Street life. A lot of 

these units are purchased by overseas buyers and are rented out to students, who often change 

over every year or so, it is possible that multiple residents occupy the smaller units which 

creates a negative impact on the community. The other thing that has also come about is that all 

around the world a growing phenomenon is using private and often rental accommodation for 

laboratories for methamphetamine. 
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We hear a lot of excuses for people not using cars as we are close to public transport. Well how 

are children going to get to their activities?  Public transport is inadequate, have you seen 

Bondi Junction Railway Station at six in the afternoon? Trains and platforms are absolutely 

packed. People can't get out of platforms before the following train arrives. Where is the 

infrastructure to accommodate all the extra people as it can't cope now? 

The principal of Woollahra Public School has stated that Bondi Junction will be excised from the 

school if the Twin Towers go up. 

All schools in the area are currently at or near capacity. There are going to be children living in 

these towers and they will need to be schooled in this area. 

In the short term the easiest thing to do is visit Save West Bondi Junction. It is a community site 

that lists all the relevant information on this development with links to the Wentworth Courier 

and Waverley Council. It includes email addresses for our members of parliament and there is 

also a direct link so you can go straight through and lodge your objections. 

Residents are advised to write to or send emails to our local members of parliament: 

 Bruce Notley-Smith: coogee@parliament.nsw.gov.au 

 Malcolm Turnbull: Malcolm.Turnbull.MP@aph.gov.au 

A discussion followed regarding submissions to Council and the Joint Regional Planning Panel. 

There appears to be a bit of confusion as to what the process is, including the timeline, hence 

motion 1 below. 

Motions 

Motion 1 

Howard Parry-Husbands moved the following motion: 

This precinct sends a delegation to Peter Monks to understand the process in more detail and 

then send clear and simple communication to everybody in terms of what the process is. 

The motion was seconded by Maria Flood. 

The motion was carried unanimously. 

Motion 2 

Hayden Miller moved the following motion: 

This Precinct Committee will go and meet Centennial Park Trust to put the position of the 

Precinct to them and find out what their position is as well. 

The motion was seconded by Jon Stevens. 

mailto:coogee@parliament.nsw.gov.au
mailto:Malcolm.Turnbull.MP@aph.gov.au
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The motion was carried unanimously. 

Motion 3 

Catharine Munro moved the following motion: 

Residents of the Twin Towers should not be able to obtain parking permits for Area 22 and 

should only be able to park on Oxford Street. 

The motion was seconded by Corey Worgan. 

The motion was carried unanimously. 

Motion 4 

Gil Morris moved the following motion: 

We oppose any proposal that does not provide parking for the residents of the Twin Towers. 

The motion was seconded by Hayden Miller. 

The motion was carried with one against. 

A discussion on parking followed and the number of parking spaces in various developments was 

noted: 

292 Oxford Street (the Walter Carter site): 49 apartments and 57 parking spaces  

59 Oxford Street (the Mill Hill Hotel): 62 apartments and 78 parking spaces  

93 Oxford Street (the Honeysuckle nursery): 40 apartments and no parking spaces  

109 Oxford Street (aka 32-42 Spring Street): 98 apartments and parking for 131 cars and 26 

motorbikes  

These developers have no requirement to provide parking as they are close to heavy rail. Some 

of these developers are providing parking as it is a good selling point. What we've been opposed 

to is congestion and lack of adequate planning. We're not anti-development and everyone here 

recognises that if it is within the LEP, then we understand that we need places for people to live, 

what we are against is the fact that none of these developments have any consideration of the 

other developments. There is no integrated planning, it is a Magic Pudding of maths. There is an 

assumption that we can keep building and somehow we will still be able to drive around and 

buses will still run on time. 

Update on Bronte RSL 

Bronte RSL is back and Bondi Junction Precinct is supporting them. 

https://www.facebook.com/catharine.munro?fref=ufi
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Update on Bondi Pavilion 

The Bondi Pavilion is also back on. That is going to be turned into a commercial building as 

opposed to a community use building. There is considerable opposition.  

There is generally a thought across Waverley that it is out of control in terms of 

overdevelopment that is where we are at now. 

Amalgamations 
 

The reality is, we don't know. It was on then it was off. It is no longer happening in regional NSW 

but it is still happening in metropolitan NSW. Woollahra Council is going to the High Court. 

Gabrielle Upton is the local MP, she was opposed to amalgamations but didn't vote against 

them. There is a sense that Woollahra will be forced to amalgamate with Waverley and 

Randwick. 

 

Gil Morris asked about the timeframe. Councillor Andrew Cusack said the State Government has 

resolved that merges will still go ahead in metropolitan areas but they will give respect to any 

councils that are currently in the courts. Woollahra Council is currently in the High Court. They 

may or may not get a hearing. If they don't get a hearing, the amalgamation will be announced 

within 24 hours. If Woollahra Council does get a hearing, it could take five or six months. When 

Woollahra Council loses, the councils will be amalgamated. This is really important for West 

Oxford Street as when the report comes back to Council, there may be an administrator making 

the decision rather than Councillors. Then as a community we will all have to lobby the Council 

administrator rather than 15 Councillors. 

General Business 

There is a Walk for Respect on Friday 31 March 2017 in response to proposals to amend Section 

18C of the Racial Discrimination Act. 

St James pocket Park has been fenced off and is being improved. What council is doing is really 

good, however the community consultation has been atrocious. Some people were notified one 

week before the park was fenced off and dug up. This wasn't enough notice for some of the 

children who had sent out invitations for parties they were going to have in the park in a couple 

of times per week. Apparently there is no need for consultation on an upgrade even though it 

may have been planned about six months before. A motion was raised: 

Motion 5 

Howard Parry-Husbands moved the following motion: 

That Waverley Council notify the public of any changes to any public amenity at least four weeks 

ahead and also consultation by definition requires both feedback and advice as opposed to just 

a notification. 
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The motion was seconded by Catharine Munro. 

The motion was carried unanimously. 

There is currently a dangerous situation next to St James pocket Park. The walking path is very 

muddy. We will contact Dan Joannides by email and will ask him to improve the situation. 

There was a suggestion that as there is no word on a cycleway through the area, dual use 

markings should be placed on the pavement between Mill Hill Road and York Road. There wasn’t 

widespread support for this as it passes by the bus stop where a lot of people wait for buses. 

Another motion was raised: 

Motion 6 

Howard Parry-Husbands moved the following motion: 

The Precinct will contact Dan Joannides to discuss measures that can be put in place to improve 

cycling and pedestrian safety on the entire stretch of pavement between Mill Hill Road and York 

Road. 

The motion was seconded by Maria Flood. 

The motion was carried unanimously. 

Maria flood has asked who would she speak to with regards to Wayside Chapel at Bondi Beach 

which affects a number of people in Bondi Junction. They have replaced a lot of their staff and as 

a lot of the homeless have no teeth, they are serving inappropriate food and they have also 

removed areas where the homeless could sleep for short periods of time. Wayside Chapel is not 

funded by Council, it is a very wealthy church group, but it does work with Council. Cathy 

Henderson (Director Waverley Life at Waverley Council) would be the best person to speak to 

and she can put you in touch with someone from the chapel. 

The meeting closed at 8.20 pm. 

The next meeting (AGM) will be held at Waverley Library at 6.30 pm on Monday 8 May 2017 

https://www.facebook.com/catharine.munro?fref=ufi

