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Is crime often associated with alcohol getting worse in Waverley? 
The NSW Bureau of Crime Statistics and Research publishes to its web site data and analysis generated 
from the NSW Police Computerised and Operational Policing System (COPS).  The site is very easy to use 
and makes information available for local government areas across NSW. Go to: www.bocsar.nsw.gov.au 
The table below shows a summary of information for Waverley from the Bureau’s web site for selected 
offences. ‘Assault’ is used as one indicator of levels of violence in a community. The NSW Government 
considers rates of assault when making decisions about liquor licensing.   
LGA Rank refers to Waverley’s position relative to other LGAs in a list of 140 after a rate per 100,000 
residents is established, controlling for differences in population. The LGA ranked 1 has the highest rate per 
100,000 and the LGA ranked 140 has the lowest. The Bureau calculates trends over different periods having 
applied a number of complex statistical controls to the data to account for variations in population, season, 
and other factors. 
 

5 year crime trend for selected offences in the Waverley LGA 2008-2012 

 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012  
Offence Incidents LGA 

Rank 
Incidents Incidents Incidents Incidents LGA 

Rank 
60 

month 
trend 

Annual 
% 

change 
Assault 
non-
domestic 
violence 
related 

467 47 369 432 319 289 77 Down Down 
-11.3% 

Malicious 
damage to 
property 

905 85 721 751 639 653 88 Down Down 
-7.8% 

Offensive 
conduct 

76 73 70 96 102 126 33 Up Up 
+13.5% 

Offensive 
language 

49 82 58 59 57 40 71 Stable Stable 

Liquor 
Offences 

133 82 204 328 394 272 25 Up Up 
+19.6% 

 
The Bureau’s reports indicate that ‘assault not domestic violence’ in Waverley is trending down over 5 years 
and at a rate of 11.3% annually.  Waverley was ranked at 47/143 for ‘assault non-domestic violence’ in 2008, 
and its rank has fallen to 77/140 in 2012.  

 
 

 

The Bureau reports a dramatic increase in 
recorded ‘liquor offences’ over both the short and 
longer term, and Waverley’s rank for recorded 
liquor offences leapt from 82/143 in 2008 to 
25/140 in 2012.  The Waverley Police have 
reported that this change is the result of pro-active 
policing with the majority of the offences being 
‘failing to quit a premises’ after you’ve been asked 
to go, or failing to move 50m away from the 
premises as required under NSW law, once you’ve 
left it. 
 
Where does crime occur? 
In 2012, 13.1% of 'assault non-domestic violence 
related' occurred in licensed premises and 42.6% 
occurred in outdoor/public space. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.bocsar.nsw.gov.au/

